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Happy New Year to all our 
members. I can see from the 
Regional Reports that many 

of you enjoyed Christmas parties 
with your Wolseley families and are 
looking forward to the year ahead.

Many events have already been 
confirmed for 2015 and others are 
being finalised. I urge all of you to use 
this magazine to share activities and 
events – it’s not only the Regional Reps 
who can send in the information! 

Following the success of the H V 
Morton activities, why not make it 
your New Year’s resolution to explore 
a new area with your Wolseley? Take 
a look at the report and events in a 
neighbouring Region as well as your 
own, and maybe plan a weekend 
away to coincide with an event 
further afield. Our cars were made to 
be driven and enjoyed!

On this note, a report on the Morton 
Tour will appear in the next magazine 
so this is your last chance to send your 
report and photos to Clive Button.
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Front Cover: 
John Underhill’s well-presented 14/56 
on display at the NEC Classic Motor 
Show in November. See page 20 for 
the full report.
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Here we are – 2015, and what’s 
to celebrate THIS year in the 
Wolseley family? Last year it 

was the Register’s 50th anniversary, 
and this year the Scottish Group will 
be celebrating their 25th anniversary 
at Culzean Castle in May.

Mike Stanley and Clive Button have 
been looking into a trip to Ireland. The 
three of us feel that it could interfere 
with the Scottish Group’s plans and 
there is too little time to organise a 
really successful trip this year, so it 
is proposed that we concentrate on 
planning something for 2016. We 
will let members know details by this 
autumn so that everyone has time to 
decide whether to take part. 

The other major Wolseley milestone 
this year is the 120th anniversary 
of the first Wolseley vehicle – and it 
doesn’t seem like 20 years since we 
took over Birmingham to celebrate the 
centenary! I don’t think we can aspire 
to anything on the scale of the 1995 
festivities, but your Committee will 
be working on the project, and will 
need your help. How? By supporting 
your local groups in whatever they 
do, and in particular by joining in the 
“family celebrations” at the National 
Rally (details on page 29). The venue 
is stunning, and there is much to see 
and do in the area – looking forward 
to seeing you there!

You may recall that I gave notice of 
the questionnaire in the last Wolseley 
World; well, it is now out and at risk 

of being regarded as a “pain”, can I 
urge you to fill in the questionnaire 
and send it in, please. We need up 
to date information as to what you – 
the members – want, to keep YOUR 
Register relevant to YOUR needs.

Finally: Having now served as your 
Chairman for the past eight years, 
with a previous stint of five years 
during 1990-1995, making a total 
of 13 years, I think it is time to step 
aside and make way for a younger 
person. Clive Button, currently the 
Deputy Chairman, has expressed his 
willingness to stand for the post of 
Chairman at the AGM in March.

Clive has been an excellent Committee 
member for several years, first as 
Registrar/Historian and latterly as 
my deputy, and has a great deal to 
bring to the role of Chairman.

I have enjoyed and appreciated the 
honour of being Chairman of the 
finest Club for all Wolseley vehicles 
for both my periods in post, and also 
during the many more years during 
which I have been a member of the 
executive committee. The “going” has 
not always been easy, but thanks to 
an excellent Committee and superb 
member support the Register is now 
in a very “good place”, and I feel the 
time is right to hand over the reins. 

If I am allowed to I would like to 
remain as a committee member in 
some role – that is of course up to you 
and the committee!

Thank you all for putting up with me, 
and happy Wolseleying!
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Chairman’s Corner
Geoff Craggs, Chairman [476]
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BOR 488
Clive Button [6257]

I have had a call from Richard Taylor who owned this car in the 1960s. It is 
a 1936 14HP. Richard has some interesting documents relating to the car 
which he would like to pass on to the current owner. I have checked with 

DVLA that this car, now painted blue, still exists but I don’t think it belongs to 
a Register member. Does anyone know of the whereabouts of the car?

letters & emails
Foley family
Eamonn Foley [1296]

Here are some pictures of my Wolseley 18 on a recent day out. My son 
Jason, my wife Nora and myself are pictured. 

1904 Tourer
Mike Stanley [1234]

I believe this car used 
to reside in the Lucey 
collection at Killarney 

Motor Museum. 

The Motor Museum closed 
some years ago, and the 
collection dispersed. Does 
anyone know where this 
car is now?



11

Hornet Restoration
Alan Simmonds [571]

I have been working on my 
1932 Hornet (1933 model) 
since the 1970s on and off 

(more ‘off’ than ‘on’!) I decided 
this year the only way it would 
get finished was to have it 
completed professionally.

Here’s a photo of the Hornet 
being collected – I hope to 
dazzle everyone with it in 2015 
at Register events.

Allo, Allo!
Chris Arnold [6441]

On Drive it Day last 
year, I was presented 
with another “then and 

now” photo opportunity along 
with the others reported in 
Wolseley World. The picture of 
my 25hp Drophead was taken 
during the 2013 Tour of East 
Anglia but the second photo 
was a complete surprise.

A seAsONAl tIP FOR 
HeAteR vAlves:

A chap who re-manufactures 
Smiths heater valves reckons 
they last about three times 
longer if, when the car is 
being left for a length of time, 
the heater knob is turned to 
‘Hot’. It stops the diaphragm 
becoming stuck to the valve 
and being damaged the next 
time the heater is used.



MIDlANDs RegION 
Graham Ryder [4746]

Twenty one members 
and guests attended 
the combined  Midlands 

Annual Meeting and Christmas 
meal held in a private room 
at Sutton Park Toby Carvery 
on 11 December. During the 
evening, plans were discussed 
for 2015 events and the current 
committee was re-elected. A raffle was held in aid of Midlands Air Ambulance.  

A number of members attended the indoor Autojumble Midlands at Coventry’s 
Ricoh Arena on 4 January. After making several purchases, most of the group 
went on for a Carvery meal, joined by others who were unable to visit the 
Autojumble.

Out and About in the 
Wolseley World
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WOlseleY RegIsteR NAtIONAl RAllY 

15-16 August 2015

staunton Harold estate, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, leicestershire

Staunton Harold (www.stauntonharoldestate.co.uk) is a traditional 
country estate of some 2,000 acres, centred on the great Georgian 
Hall. This has been chosen as the venue for this year’s National 

Rally, and it is hoped many members will be able to attend to mark 120 
years of Wolseley vehicles.

The next magazine will contain full details and application forms.
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NORtH eAst RegION – NeWs FROM tHe NORtH
Peter Seaword [237] and Geoff Craggs [476]

As regional members may be aware, at the regional AGM in October we 
did not elect a committee for 2015. Therefore early in the New Year 
we will be writing to each member of the Group to seek their views on 

a way forward and to determine the future nature and status of a regional 
group in the North East (Yorkshire/Teesside/Tyneside), along with proposals 
for regional events that we propose to support as a Register. 

In the meantime if members have any thoughts, concerns or suggestions please 
contact either Geoff Craggs or Peter Seaword [details on page 5]. Please be 
assured that in whatever form, it IS intended to continue with a regional group 
and we look forward to receiving and  hearing your ideas on the future of the 
group. With best wishes to everyone for another successful and eventful year.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
28-29 March:  y Classic Restoration Show, NEC, Birmingham. Club stand with 
space for several exhibits which should be recently-completed restorations or 
works-in-progress. Please let Graham Ryder know if you would like to be 
included in the display. Details on back cover.
sat 18 April:  y Pride of Longbridge Rally, Cofton Park. Club stand at this one-
day event for any vehicle with a Longbridge factory connection. This year 
marks the 10th anniversary of the closure of the factory. The Register will be 
required to marshall the club area and to offer a marshall to help with the 
vast numbers of cars coming at the start. 
sun 26 April: y  Drive it Day – The Forge Mill Needle Museum, Redditch, 
Worcs (B98 8HY). Members are once again invited to join the Birmingham 
Branch Morris Minor rally. Entry is £6 adv – forms from Graham Ryder.
9-10 May:  y Festival of Transport, Ludlow Castle. Opportunity to stage a club 
stand on either or both days. Free entry – forms available from Graham 
Ryder who will submit club stand entries at the end of February.
24-25 May:  y Ragley Hall Classic Car & Transport Show, Alcester B49 5NJ.
20-21 June:  y Possible weekend away in South Wales. An invitation has been 
extended from the South Wales Region to attend the Swansea Festival of 
Transport. This will be discussed further at the December meeting.
Mon 31 August:  y Pershore Plum Festival, Pershore Abbey WR10 1DT.

LOCAL MEETINGS: held on second Thursday north or south of the region. 
12 February:  y Sutton Park Toby Carvery, B74 2YT (enter via Town Gate)
12 March: y  Royal Oak, 41 Barley Mow Lane, Catshill, Bromsgrove B60 0LU
sun 22 Feb:  y Classic car meet 11am – 3pm Stratford Armouries Museum, 
Gospel Oak Lane, Stratford-Upon-Avon CV37 0JA. Tel 01789 262468.



NORtH eAst RegION – NeWs FROM tHe sOutH
Stuart Nell [743] and Nev Holmes [6290]

On 1 November, members met at the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage 
Trust at East Kirkby to see a night time taxi run of a Lancaster. On an 
extremely cold evening those present witnessed the impressive site of 

the Avro Lancaster at its dispersal area. The four Rolls Royce Merlin engines 
were fired up which made a memorable sound. After taxiing up and down the 
runway, the aircraft returned to its dispersal area before being taken back into 
the hangar. 

Some of the group were 
photographed standing 
below the wing tip of the 
Lancaster as it was towed 
to its resting place. The 
formal part of the evening 
ended with a truly awe-
inspiring firework display. 
Some members met up at 
the Red Lion at Revesby 
before returning home

At the well-supported 
November meeting at 
The Woodcocks, we 
were treated to a brief 
talk by Paul Marshall 
on his vintage 16mm 
Ampro Stylist (AMerican 
PROjection co) projection 
equipment. 

On 17 December, 29 
members and friends were 
treated to a wonderful 
festive meal at The 
Woodcocks. Our party 
filled our private room 
and we enjoyed excellent 
service once again.
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UPCOMING EVENTS: Below is a provisional list of events happening in the 
next few months. Fuller details will be circulated as they become available. 

Fri 27 Feb: y  Inter Marque Quiz Night at The Abbey Lodge, Kirkstead, Nr. 
Woodhall Spa. For a number of years we have competed in this quiz night 
organised by the Lincolnshire Centre of the MG Car Club and it has always 
been a light hearted, fun night. Volunteers to form teams will be most 
welcome and particularly so if you have interests in motor sport, football or 
contemporary pop music!
Mon 9 Mar:  y Noggin and Natter The Woodcocks, Burton Water
Wed 18 Mar:  y Lunch Meeting The Welby Arms, Allington
Mon 13 Apr: y  Noggin and  Natter The Woodcocks, Burton Water
sun 26 Apr: y  Drive it Day – details TBA
3-4 May:  y Metheringham Airfield Open Day – details TBC
sun 10 May:  y Tour of Lincs 100 – details TBC
Mon 11 May:  y Noggin and Natter The Woodcocks, Burton Water

Please contact either Stuart Nell (01949) 844870 or Nev Holmes (01522) 703454 
with any enquiries.

sOutH eAst RegION Alan Simmonds [571]

Fifteen members enjoyed 
Christmas lunch at 
the Kingswood Arms. 

Nelson Ferriera presented us 
with a fabulous fruitcake which 
he had baked, and a friend 
had iced with the Register’s 
50th anniversary logo. (Photo 
courtesy Alan Simmonds).

UPCOMING EVENTS:
The South East committee will 
be meeting shortly to work 
on our calendar of events for 
2015 – members should watch 
announcements in the Wolseley World and on the website.

LOCAL MEETINGS:
Held on the second Monday of the month from 8pm at the Kingswood Arms. 
Contact Alan Simmonds: alansimmonds@waitrose.com / 020 8394 0700
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NORtH West RegION Mike Stanley [1234]

While our own regional events for 2014 were drawing to a close (and I 
do acknowledge there are many of our members who use their cars all 
year round), several of us made the trip to the Classic Car Show at 

the NEC. As reported more fully elsewhere in this magazine, this was a very 
successful show for the Register. 

An early start to be at the NEC for ‘opening time’, coupled with much activity 
on the Register’s stand along with taking the opportunity to view as much of 
the show as possible (though not all by any stretch of the imagination) made for 
a long and tiring, but thoroughly enjoyable day. Each of us will have our own 
particular ‘highlights’ to remember; in addition to seeing many very special 
exhibits I was also successful in obtaining several items of literature which 
caught my eye so I came home a happy chap.
 
Our regional Christmas get-together 
was held on 6 December, again at 
the Ribchester Arms, when 23 of our 
members and family guests joined 
in with the start of our Christmas 
celebrations. We were pleased to 
welcome Geoff and Betty Craggs once 
again, and I thank them and everyone 
attending for their contribution to 
another successful gathering.
 
Now, at the time of writing early in 2015, we are looking forward to making our 
plans for the coming year. Our NW regional AGM will be in early February. I 
know my own aims are to complete various items of ‘necessary maintenance’ 
before Drive it Day in April, and look forward to being out and about then. 

May I remind ALL Register members that all of the activities / rallies / shows 
we will be listing for our region throughout the year, either in Wolseley World 
or on the website, are open to everyone; we will be happy to welcome members 
from other regions. If anyone requires any fuller information on any particular 
event, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
February:  y North West AGM – details TBC
30-31 May:  y North West Annual Rally, Tatton Park
4-5 July: y  Manchester Airport Aviation and Transport Show 
29-30 August:  y Capesthorne Hall Show
19-20 september:  y Manchester Classic Car Show, EventCity
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sCOttIsH RegION Dick Peters [3566] and Joe Kelly [4657]

Our Christmas dinner on 18 December was held at Gartcosh Social Club, 
North Lanarkshire. As the pictures demonstrate, we had a fantastic 
evening with 31 members and friends enjoying a superb festive dinner, 

drinks and excellent raffle. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
2015 sees the 25th (silver) anniversary of our 
Group’s formation. Our Scottish Group Event 
at Culzean Castle on Sunday 24 May is now 
confirmed. We will not have specific dates for 
other events until the end of February, but 
we are looking at a larger/better ‘Drive it Day’ 
Rally, and a classic car boot sale (proceeds to 
charity) next December. As ever, we shall also 
be having Group Stands at various rallies over 
the summer months. 

LOCAL MEETINGS:
Joe Kelly organises a regular classic monthly evening gathering at Gartcosh 
Social Club (G69 8AS) on the third Thursday of each month, from 7.30pm. 
Contact Joe on 07721 875095 / 157joekel@googlemail.com.

MESSAGE FROM JOHN McCOMBIE, SCOTTISH GROUP CHAIRMAN:
Dear Dick, As this is the time when folks properly show their appreciation for 
benefits received, may I, on behalf of the Scottish Group (and a few others) 
thank you for your dedication to the writing and production of Wolseley Wings 
over the last 14 years. We would like to have been able to offer you a new 6/110 
numbered DP1 as more properly recognising your achievements, but these are, 
sadly, times of restraint.
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eAst ANglIA RegION Chris Arnold [6441]

At our Christmas meal we were 
pleased to have 20 diners booked 
at the Oliver Twist. We enjoyed 

fast and friendly service from the staff. 
Chris put together a “just for fun” quiz 
concerning British car manufacturers 
and Terry supplied a homemade 
Christmas cake. Our new “Chain Bridge 
Award” was presented to Paul and 
Jackie Scotten for trying to drive the 
wheels off their 4/44, ‘Wilma’, in pursuit 
of Mr. Morton.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
sun 26 Apr:  y Drive it Day – Invitation 
to join the Lincoln (NE) members on a 
run ending at Grimesthorpe Castle. 
sun 5 July: y  Vintage Car Day at North 
Norfolk Railway. A gathering of some 
400 cars in a field at High Kelling, 
close by Holt station. Drivers can ride 
the trains for free, and passengers can 
enjoy a heavily discounted rate.
sun 12 July:  y East Kirkby airfield.

It looks like we’ll be invited to Letchworth again which give us a chance to 
meet up with Wolseley owners north of London. ‘Wings and Wheels’ is another 
probable. Of course, there will be the National Rally to fit in but in between 
these dates there are many warm sunny (hopefully) weekends to fill, with no H 
V Morton to guide us. More events will be discussed at meetings or via email.

LOCAL MEETINGS:
Local members meet at the Oliver Twist pub in Guyhirn (PE13 4EA) from 8pm 
on the second Tuesday of the month. For details please contact Chris [page 7].  
We are also thinking of holding the monthly meeting at different venues. Eric is 
willing to give us a guided tour of the Abbey at Crowland and we have also been 
invited to Cambridge Rebores both of which should be fascinating evenings. 

Would members in the Region who don’t make it to our monthly meetings be 
willing to “host” a gathering? This might take the form of a short road run 
followed by lunch in a pub or any other form of social event you fancy. It would 
be nice to see a few different faces! If this interests you please get in touch.



sOutH & West WAles RegION Mansel Lovering [6277]

A Happy New Year and loads of great Wolseley motoring during 2015 
to all who find time to read this short article. A special welcome to all 
new Wolseley Register members. I hope to meet up with you at the 

forthcoming events, details of which I am endeavouring to discover. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
sat 20 June:  y I must recommend the “Coracle” Run from Swansea to 
Carmarthen, via Llandeilo. This is a new venture for the organiser, Ashley 
Lovering, (yes, my son!) who has organised the “Under Milk Wood Run” for 
the past 12 years. Laugharne is now too small for the convoy of vehicles 
which depart from Bracelet Bay on the Gower at approximately 10.30am. 
Carmarthen has opened the town centre and adjoining areas for all those 
who come on the run, and I am sure all who travel that day will be fascinated 
by the lovely views and warm welcome from the friendly natives. Further 
details and entry forms are available at www.ntfwswansea.co.uk or call 
Ashley on 07814 958 379. 
sun 21st June: y  Swansea throws open its doors to the Swansea Festival 
of Transport. The City is pedestrianised to show the 500-plus cars, vans, 
lorries, coaches, fire engines, etc. Why not make this combination of events a 
long weekend in the Swansea area? We have never had a wet weekend yet!

If you learn of any South Wales shows to look forward to during 2015, perhaps 
you would like to let me know  [details on page 7] so that I may include the 
news in future issues of this fine magazine. Remember to include the name and 
address of the respective organiser, so that entry forms may be obtained. 

Look out for me at the 2015 shows – I shall be wearing a Bermuda blue Wolseley 
(what else?) 1300 Mk II. Thank you to all our fellow members who sent get well 
messages to my wife, Valmai, after her fall. Progress is being made slowly, and 
we hope to be out and about this Spring. Cheerio.

Right: Wolseley Eight 
advert from 1946. 

A large library of adverts, 
brochures and technical 
diagrams have been 
scanned and uploaded 
to the website www.
wolseleyregister.co.uk


