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I hope you enjoy this special issue 
of our magazine with an extra 16 
pages packed with reports from 

our National Rally and many other 
recent activities.

As you will read in the reports, 
Staunton Harold proved to be an 
excellent venue for the Rally and 
it was really special to have the 
two early Wolseleys on loan from 
Heritage Motor Centre alongside a 
1975 ‘Wedge’. 

I was honoured to receive the ‘John 
Atkinson’ trophy for contributions 
to publications for a second time. I 
can’t believe I’ve already held the 
role of Editor for four years! I’ll try 
to continue to keep up the good work 
but as always I need contributions 
from you to fill the pages...
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May I begin with a reflection 
on our National Rally, at 
Staunton Harold, held on 

15-16 August. The weather was kind, 
(at least on the Saturday and Sunday, 
though the hardy souls who travelled 
on the Friday had a different story to 
tell), and the Staunton Harold Estate 
provided an ideal location.  

On Sunday we had around 90 cars 
on the field, making this one of the 
biggest rallies of recent years and the 
two Wolseleys borrowed from Gaydon 
plus a ‘Wedge’ helped us celebrate 120 
years of Wolseley and quietly mourn 
that it is now 40 years since the last 
Wolseley was produced. Those are the 
facts but more significant to me was 
the relaxed air of fellowship and good 
humour which pervaded the weekend 
– Wolseley owners really are a nice 
crowd! My thanks, again, to all who 
helped organise such a successful 
rally and to those who made it so by 
attending. I could borrow a strap-
line from a highly successful local 
business – It’s our people that make 
the difference.

Many members commented on the 
ever-increasing standards of our cars, 
which was there for all to see at the 
Rally. That is something to celebrate 
and is due, I believe, to the fact that 
our cars are now a minimum of 40 
years old, with just a few notable 
exceptions are no longer ‘daily drivers’ 
and are not the ‘entry-level’ classics 
they once were. Of course, as our cars 
age relative to modern vehicles, the 

challenge of keeping them roadworthy 
increases and the Register will have to 
do more to help its members, notably 
with access to spares and advice on 
where to obtain them. That is why our 
Spares Review, led by Bob Langston, is 
so important. With this issue, you will 
find a spares questionnaire – please 
spend a few minutes completing this 
and send it back or, if you prefer, 
complete it online, via our website.

Whilst there is a definite hint of 
Autumn in the air there is much 
still to look forward to in the events 
calendar. In the next few days I set 
off for the Welsh Touring Weekend, 
whilst others are off to Beaulieu. 
Later this month we have the show 
at Event City, Manchester, which 
we have adopted as a national event, 
then, at the end of the month, the 
North East weekend away centred 
on Beamish. In November we have 
the Classic Motor Show at the NEC. 
There we will again be celebrating 
120 years of Wolseley and will have 
the spectacular 1907 Wolsit Racer on 
our stand. I look forward to seeing 
many of you there.

We recently heard about the death 
of Lord Montagu who did so much 
to awake and nurture interest in 
our motoring heritage. He began by 
displaying a handful of veterans in 
the hall of Palace House at Beaulieu; 
this grew into the Montagu Motor 
Museum and finally the National 
Motor Museum.  We all owe him a 
debt of gratitude.  

Happy Motoring

Chairman’s Jottings
Clive Button, Chairman [6257]
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Wolseley Spotting 
Warren Marsh [6453]

My Wolseley 1300 is pictured here, dwarfed by a superbly maintained 
6/110. The owner of the 6/110 (possibly a Mk II?) does not appear on 
the recent Members’ Handbook. The shot was taken at the annual MG 

Car Club event, called MG Live, at Silverstone in June.

Lady Nuffield’s Wolseley runs again
Clive Button [6257]

There is some good news about Lady Nuffield’s Wolseley Eight which 
lives at Nuffield Place.  You may recall that the National Trust acquired 
Nuffield Place in 2012 and with it came the car, which had been at the 

house for many years. On our Round-Britain Tour in 2012 we raised money for 
Nuffield Place and, in particular, to fund the re-commissioning of the car.

Now Laura Gangadeen, who 
manages Nuffield Place, has 
told us that the car is running 
and a small team of volunteers 
has been recruited to look after 
it and take it to local rallies. 
The garage is also being 
upgraded to aid conservation 
of the car. 

Thank you to Paul Cook, one 
of the volunteers at Nuffield 
Place, for sending photographs 
of the car’s progress.

letters & emails



15/50 in the US
Stuart McCallum [4273]

It is always interesting 
to hear from members 
who are based 

overseas. As Overseas 
Liaison Officer I was in 
touch with Virgil Johnson 
earlier this year. Known 
as Lee to his friends, he 
is a British classic car fan 
having restored an MGA 
and previously owned a 
TF and YT. 

Lee now also owns a Wolseley 
15/50 which was originally 
registered in the UK as SBY 
248 in 1957 and while he is not 
entirely sure when it arrived in 
the US, the car was in the UK 
until at least 2006. 

The car was based in South 
Croydon, Beckenham and 
London (SW16) from 1977 
to until about that time. Do 
any members recognise the 
registration number and know 
of the car? 

Presented in good overall 
condition, there are plans to 
undertake some paintwork and 
also tidy up the interior. 

Lee would be pleased to hear 
from other members based in 
the USA, those with a 15/50, or 
anyone with specific information 
on his own car. Please email him 
at thejohnsons@bright.net.
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Out and about in the 
Wolseley World
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sOuTH easT Alan Simmonds [571] 

Sunday 12 July saw seven of our Wolseleys line up at Clandon Park near 
Guildford together with hundreds of other classics at this important 
fund-raising event. We had a Nine, New Fourteen, 25hp Super Six, 6/80 

and two 1500s – a good selection of models which drew a lot of interest from the 
public. Member Michael Skerry was also there with his smart 6/110 but was 
boxed in amongst other classics and could not join our display. 

After a long spell of fine weather, Sunday was overcast and threatening with 
showers forecast, which proved correct – but apart from a chill breeze we got
off fairly lightly.  The large open field where we gathered on the Clandon Park 
Estate appeared to normally host sheep and cattle which had left their ‘mark’
for us. All very well while the ground was baked dry, but after the rain came 
it was necessary to step more carefully. Alan took the opportunity to present 
Martin Maddison with his 25 years’ long service award [see page 23]. On a sad 
note, we heard that long-time member Tony Hewitt died earlier this year.

LOCAL MEETINGS continue to be held on the second Monday of the month 
from 8pm at the Kingswood Arms. Contact Alan Simmonds for details – email 
alansimmonds@waitrose.com or call 0208 394 0700.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on Monday 9 November at The 
Kingswood Arms from 8.30pm. Please attend, help choose your committee for 
next year and make your suggestions for events. Proposals for appointments to 
the committee should be submitted to Alan before 2 November.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH: Sunday 6 December – 12.30 for 1pm sitting. Once 
again by popular demand, we have reserved ‘The Study’ at the Kingswood 
Arms for our Group lunch. All are welcome but if you intend to come, to avoid 
disappointment please let Alan know latest by 20 November as we need to fix 
numbers with the restaurant, who do not ask for pre-ordering or pre-payment, 
which is quite unusual. There will be the choice of the special Christmas lunch 
or the regular menu. This is always an enjoyable event and a wonderful way 
to end our year’s activities in good company. We promise: NO talk of king pins 
or clutch judder, etc. (promises can be broken). If the weather is good please 
come in your Wolseley – the car park is safe. Please note this lunch replaces the 
normal December evening meeting.

MIDlanDs RegIOn Graham Ryder [4746]

On Sunday 2 August, several Wolseleys and Register members joined 
the West Midlands Classic Car Club at Dudmaston near Bridgnorth. 
Exhibits from both clubs covered a wide range of makes and models and 

the display of cars attracted much interest from visitors to the National Trust 
property on a perfect summer day. More joint events will be planned. 

Several local members 
attended the National Rally 
at Staunton Harold with five 
winning their classes and 
other achieving places.

Pictured: A selection of the 
Wolseleys on display at 
Dudmaston alongside some 
different sights.
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
17-18 Oct:  y Stourbridge Navigation Trust open weekend. Classic cars can be 
displayed free of charge on either or both days. Forms available.
sun 25 Oct: y  Stoneleigh Restoration Show. Club stand requested for four 
cars – exhibits of recently-restored Wolseleys or ongoing projects welcomed.  
Free for car and passenger. Tickets available in advance or on the day. 
13-15 nov: y  Classic Motor Show, NEC Birmingham. Club stand in Hall 4, 
No. 575. Four exhibits spanning the 80 years of Wolseley production will be 
displayed. See advert on rear cover of this magazine regarding tickets.

LOCAL MEETINGS are currently held on the second Thursday of the month 
either north or south of Birmingham to plan future events. Let Graham Ryder 
know if you wish to be included in a table booking at 7.45 for 8pm on Thursday 8 
October and Thursday 12 November at Sutton Park Toby Carvery (B74 2YT).

CHRISTMAS MEAL: Wednesday 9 December at Sutton Park Toby Carvery. 
Note this has been brought forward one day owing to availability of room. Meet 
from 7.30pm to order starters, which will be served at 8pm in the private room 
allocated for our party. Dining from Christmas Fayre three-course menu at 
£13.49 per person. £5 advance deposit required. A charity raffle will be held – 
donations of prizes welcome.
 
Please contact Graham & Jenny Ryder on 0121 445 1872 or email midlands@
thewolseleyregister.com for further details of any events or meetings.

nORTH WesT RegIOn 
Mike Stanley [1234]

We welcomed Register members from across the UK to Oulton Park for 
a VSCC event on the weekend of 18-19 July. It was fascinating to see 
two Wolseley Hornets and a Wasp roaring round the track, the cars 

being over 80 years old. Read the full report on pages 32-33.

We were delighted that so many North West members were present at the 
National Rally on 16 August. We also brought home some of ‘the silver’ with 
Colin Briggs, Richard Farrell and Mike Stanley receiving Class awards, whilst 
Vic Waddilove won the Master Class with his 1500. 

Bob Langston received the Chairman’s Award for his hard work on the website 
and spares. Read the full report on pages 24-30 including photos of all the award 
winners. We have received a great deal of positive feedback about the rally and 
hope to return to Staunton Harold again in the not too distant future!
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In September, Mike proudly displayed 
his Wolseley 18/85 with around 50 other 
classic cars outside the Midland Hotel in 
Morecambe as part of the ‘Vintage by the 
Sea’ weekend. This is a growing event, 
masterminded by the designer Wayne 
Hemingway. Inside the hotel was a range of 
stalls displaying crafts and selling period 
clothing and jewellery. Meanwhile there 
were many other associated attractions 
along the promenade. 

Parked prominently alongside the main entrance, Mike’s car created a great 
deal of interest with the general public, many of whom would possibly not go to 
a ‘car show’ as such. All in all, it was a very ‘different’ event, and one we hope 
can be repeated next year. 

Eric Morecambe’s Rolls Royce was amongst the cars on display, now owned 
and exhibited by his chauffeur, so I was keeping good company in being at the 
opposite side of the entrance.

At the time of going to print, arrangements for Event City on 19-20 September 
are progressing nicely. This year’s theme is ‘Pete’s Garage’ where nine 
Wolseleys will be displayed on the stand complete with 1960s petrol pumps and 
oil cabinet. A report on this highlight of the North West calendar will be in the 
next Wolseley World.

MONTHLY MEETINGS continue to be held on the second Tuesday with the 
venue changing each time. Details appear in the North West newsletter.
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easT anglIa RegIOn 
Chris Arnold [6441]

The East Anglian region had 
their own area at the vintage 
transport day on the North 

Norfolk Railway recently [pictured 
right]. Were delighted by the 
turnout of cars and it was agreed 
we ought to consider making it a 
two-day event next year. 

Some of our number made their way over 
to Cheshire to join in a record attempt by 
the Wolseley Register at Oulton Park. An 
amazing 471 miles were covered in the hour 
of track time by the 15 competing cars. Read 
the full report on pages 32-33. 

East Anglian Wolseleys were well represented at the National Rally on 15-
16 August. Chris and Terry brought their 25hp DHC and 15/60, joined by 
Rowland Knighton’s Six, Paul and Jackie Scotten’s 4/44, Kevin and Bridget’s 
New Fourteen and Guy Mackenzie’s 12/48. Not forgetting Terry Miller who 
travelled from Spalding to display his ‘Wedge’ with the two early Wolseleys on 
loan from Gaydon. 

We also faired quite well with the prizegiving 
with Class awards being picked up by three of 
us. Terry Arnold was absolutely delighted to 
be presented with the “Piston Broke” award 
[pictured left] resulting from a slight breakdown 
in a very awkward spot causing tailbacks half 
way to Derby! Special thanks go to Eric who 
spent much of the weekend guarding the ‘first 
and last’ Wolseleys displayed in prime position 
in front of Staunton Harold Hall [pictured on the 
front cover].

At the time of going to print we are still enjoying our cars into September with 
a few local events which will be reported on next time.

MONTHLY MEETINGS are held at the Oliver Twist pub in Guyhirn (PE13 
4EA) from 8pm on the second Tuesdays. Contact Chris [page 7] for details. 
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nORTH easT RegIOn – 
lInCOln gROuP 
Stuart Nell [743]

The Wednesday mid-week 
meeting on 22 July started 
with a lovely drive through 

the Lincolnshire Wolds to Alford 
where we visited the very historic 
Alford Manor. 

The house is reputed to be the largest thatched manor house in England built 
to a traditional H plan in 1611. It is a rare example of a composite structure. 
The house is constructed using a wooden frame with infills of reed and plaster 
which is encased in brick. Ground and first floor rooms feature Georgian and 
Victorian alterations but the attic floor has been untouched since 1611.

The adjoining Hackett barn contained many historic artefacts ranging from old 
agricultural machinery to old domestic appliances and tools used in many of the 
trades carried on in the town. After our visit to Alford Manor we drove the short 
distance to the Bacchus Hotel in Sutton-on-Sea for an excellent lunch. After 
lunch we explored one or two of the antique shops in the town and went for a 
short walk along the promenade to take advantage of the bracing east coast 
seaside air. The Wolseley Register members’ cars are pictured above but Riley 
Register members Roy and Suzanne Carrier joined in their Jaguar XJ6.

Local Wolseley Register members supported the Morris Register Rally at 
Thoresby Hall on either or both of the days (8-9 August) although it has to be 
said that Stuart Nell and Brian Huskinson attended with their 18/85s on the 
Landcrab Club International stand and Nev Holmes and Ron Woods formed 
part of the MO and 6/80 display.

Several Wolseley Register members attended the annual Petwood Summer 
Concours in Woodhall Spa on 9 August. 



43

The hotel is famed for 
being the officers’ mess 
of 617 (The Dambusters) 
Squadron during the war. 
Inside is a small museum 
devoted to this famous 
squadron and throughout 
the hotel there are 
numerous other relevant 
paintings and artefacts. 
The hotel was originally built as a very elegant home in the early years of the 
last century by Baroness Grace van Eckhardstein who was the heiress to the 
Maples Furniture fortune. In 1910 she married Sir Archibald Weigall and the 
house and extensive gardens were used to entertain guests including royalty 
and notable politicians of the day. 

Wolseley Register members present included Malcolm and Jayne Fisher and 
Mike and Madge Avery in their 1500s, Jim Green in his Riley RMA and Stuart 
Nell in his Alvis Speed 20 DHC. Also there was Dave Phillips who had driven 
up from Norfolk in his Wolseley Hornet Special.

26 August started with an 
early morning rendezvous 
for coffee at the Tea House 
in the Woods at Woodhall 
Spa. We travelled on to 
Wainfleet and parked in 
a special area near our 
destination – Batemans 
Brewery. A superb lunch 
was enjoyed in the brewery 
followed by a conducted 
tour. The excellent guide not only explained the brewing process but also gave us 
a superb account of the history of the Batemans family and their brewery. After 
sampling one or two beers we made our way home stopping at the attractive 
market town of Spilsby for tea. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Wed 7 Oct:  y We have been challenged to take part in a skittles match 
against members of The Riley Register. At The Royal Oak in Car Colston, 
accompanied by a sausage and mash supper.
Monday 12 Oct: y  Noggin and Natter at The Woodcocks, Burton Waters.

Please contact Stuart Nell on 01949 844870 or Nev Holmes on 01522 703454.



nORTH easT RegIOn – YORksHIRe & TYne Tees
Peter Seaword [237] 

This year the North East Group Annual rally at Ripon was held on 
Sunday 26 July. The day began bright and clear and with no less than 12 
Wolseleys gracing our stand we had once again as good a display as any 

with a wide selection of models. 

My New Fourteen was regrettably the only pre-war car, joined by the white 
6/80 of Alistair Nicholson, Don Fothergill’s red 4/44 and Brian Anderson’s black 
15/50 with Geoff Craggs’ black 6/90. We had no less than three 1500s a nice 
example from recent member Ron Pennal from Sunderland, Mike Avery’s all 
black car and the Waddilove’s immaculate and beautifully restored grey car 
from Southport. Two 18/85s from Alan Johnstone and Mike Stanley who along 
with Colin Briggs in his blue 1300 also travelled across the Pennines from 
Blackburn to be with us, and finally Keith Warren’s red 16/60. The cars all 
looked well and the mix of colours helped to brighten the day.
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After lunch the approaching 
clouds looked threatening and so 
we hurriedly brought forward the 
annual presentation of the Bernie 
Ward-Bull memorial shield which 
this year went to the deserving 
and enthusiastic pairing of 
Keith Warren and Fiona Reeves 
[pictured below right: receiving 
the award from Peter Seaword]. 
The left-hand picture shows 
Bernie as we like to remember her in her widely-travelled pre-war Wasp.

By now the rain had started to fall quite heavily and the racecourse was 
beginning to empty rapidly – a disappointing end to what had been another 
well supported and successful day.    

LOCAL MEETINGS: Wolseley 12/30 Catch Up Club

The Wolseley 12/30 Catch Up Club meets at 12.30pm on the first Thursday of 
the month at the Bridge Hotel, Walshford (LS22 5HS). All Wolseley Register 
members are invited, and it should be accessible living around York/Leeds/
Wetherby areas. There is no agenda, but we’ll be able to catch up, chat about 
ideas of places for us to go and chat about our cars. Above all else this is a social 
get-together. It will be great to meet together. 

You will love the Hotel and the food – two courses for £11 (even cheaper with a 
loyalty card). Please bring your partner or friends and book your place by calling 
the hotel on 01937 580115 – ask for the ‘Wolseley 12/30 table’. We’ll meet in the 
Bar and go to the Dining Room at 12.30pm. If you have any questions or ideas 
please call Chris Cowell on 01937 558819.
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syd’s story
Mike Schilling [1353]

I recently had the privilege of 
meeting Syd Johnson and his 
carer, Janet. Syd joined the 

Register in 1985 (with Membership 
Number 1985!) with his car, a 1958 
Wolseley 15/50. Unfortunately, due 
to failing eyesight and hearing Syd 
decided, early in 2014, that he should 
sell the car and resign his membership. 
Then, he had a change of heart! 

The car was sent for restoration locally, and Syd decided to re-join the Register. 
So, Janet made contact, through the Wolseley Register website to ask how 
Syd might go about returning to the Club he loved. I replied with info about 
contacting Membership Secretary Bob Langston. Syd is now member 1985, 
again! I suggested that, as Syd lives very near my mother, and as I planned to 
visit Mum on my return from the 2014 National Rally, I might visit and talk to 
Syd, to find out more about him and his beloved car.  So... this is Syd’s story!
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sCOTTIsH RegIOn Dick Peters [3566]

We had a successful outing at the doyenne of Scottish shows, held at 
Glamis Castle, on Sunday 12 July. The sun shone all day; 14 Wolseleys 
were on display, and we were delighted to welcome founder member 

Alastair Duncan back to the line-up with his prized 15/50.

AGM: Sunday 8 November at Gartcosh Social Club (G69 8AS).
CLASSIC EVENING GATHERINGS are held at Gartcosh Social Club 
from 7.30pm on the third Thursday of each month. Contact Joe Kelly 07721 
875095 / 157joekel@googlemail.com.
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Syd Johnson was born in 1920. He lived in Stoke, where his father ran a music 
shop, which Syd inherited and ran after his Dad retired. His father’s first car 
was a Singer Junior; this was traded in for a Swift, in 1930. Aged 12(!), Syd 
used to drive the Swift during holidays in North Wales. 

In 1934, his Dad bought a Morris 10. Then Syd joined up. On his return from 
the war, he worked for the successful music business, driving the company Ford 
van. He married and bought a house, and his first car which was a 1956 Ford 
Anglia 100E.

In 1958 his Dad retired (aged 72) and 
traded in his ‘much loved’ Wolseley 
4/44 for a 6-month-old 15/50. Syd 
described to me ‘poor build quality’, 
compared to the 4/44. Syd’s parents 
moved to North Wales in 1960, while 
Syd continued to run the business in 
Stoke.

After the Anglia, he had a Ford Consul 
MkI convertible (1964) followed by a 
MkII. In the late 1960s he owned a 

Jaguar 3.4, and in the 1970s a Jaguar 340 (which Syd describes as ‘inferior’ 
to the 3.4). Syd retired in 1978, and moved to join his parents in North Wales. 
He inherited the 15/50 when his Dad was in his 90s. The Wolseley lived in the 
garage; the Jag had to sit on the drive! In 1989, when it had covered about 50k 
miles, the engine was rebuilt.

When I visited Syd in August 2014, the car was still ‘in hospital’. I returned 
in November, on my way home from the Classic Car show at the NEC in 
Birmingham (via Mum’s, again) to see the car for myself. At 90,000 miles, much 
of the running gear has now been replaced. She starts ‘on the button’. The next 
project is a repair/replacement for the (red) driver’s seat.

On my way home from 
this year’s National 
Rally, I visited Syd 
once more. I was able 
to take a picture of 
both our Wolseleys 
together.


