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As another year begins and 
we make plans for various 
activities to enjoy and celebrate 

our cars, your National Committee is 
also looking further ahead to ensure 
the future of the Register to keep the 
enthusiasm and the cars themselves 
alive.

Please take the time to read Clive 
and Colin’s article on pages 15-16, 
and share your thoughts with us as 
we cannot do this alone and want 
to involve as many members as 
possible.

I certainly had a lot to fit into 
this magazine, which is always 
encouraging if a little challenging! 
We received several responses to the 
recent offer to support more local 
groups to get up-and-running, and 
so I have collated all local groups 
and regional contacts onto one page 
before the ‘Out and About’ section. 
Hopefully this is a clear and helpful 
way to arrange this information.
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Let me start by wishing you a 
Happy New Year in this, the 
first Wolseley World of 2016.

This morning I had a phone call from 
John Mallia, President of the Wolseley 
Car Club of Australia. Some of you 
will have met John who has attended 
a number of our National Rallies. It 
was a reminder that Wolseleys are 
appreciated in many countries and 
not just the UK. More than that, it 
reminded me just how many friends 
I have made through the Register and 
what a social hobby we have.

Nothing stays the same forever and 
as the ‘old car’ movement evolves we 
must ensure that your Club evolves 
to meet your needs and expectations. 
On pages 15-16 of this magazine you 
will find an article in which Colin 
Briggs and I have suggested some 
of the ways in which we will need to 
change. If you have a view as to what 
the Register should be doing and how 
it will need to change to meet future 
needs, please contact me or Colin. We 
hope to have a discussion on future 
plans at our AGM, on 12 March.

Stop Press! Because our Editor has 
extended my deadline, I can confirm 
that the 2016 National Rally will be 
held on the weekend of 20-21 August, 
with the Sunday event being at 
Charlecote Park, near Stratford-upon-
Avon. We are planning a run and visit 
on the Saturday and there will be a 
dinner after the Rally on the Sunday 
evening – so why not make a weekend 

of it! There is a brief announcement 
on page 2 and further details will be 
posted on our website as they become 
available. This will be just one of the 
many opportunities to meet other 
members and to take part in events, so 
do keep checking the events calendar 
and keep in touch with your local 
group. Make 2016 the year when we 
see you and your car out and about!

I hope any work on your car that you 
may have scheduled for Winter is 
progressing well. So far, my garage 
has been a few degrees warmer than 
is normal at this time of year which 
has made working on the cars quite 
comfortable. The Six’s seats should 
be back in the next few weeks and 
I look forward to seeing the result. 
The trimmer I have used to replace 
the Six’s foam-backed nylon with 
leather came as a recommendation 
from another member. I marvelled at 
this man’s skills and how exquisite 
upholstery emerges from a workshop 
that would not have looked unusual 
a century ago – including its treadle-
driven sewing machines! Inevitably, 
this craftsman was of a certain age 
and he explained that he could not 
take on an apprentice because his 
premises did not meet Health and 
Safety standards upon which the local 
college insisted. 

It is with regret that I have to report 
on the death of one of our Vice 
Presidents, John Brindley. Obituaries 
written by Geoff Craggs (our other 
Vice Chairman) and other members 
begin on page 11.

Happy Motoring!

Chairman’s Jottings
Clive Button, Chairman [6257]
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Recreating Wolseley publicity photgraphs
Chris Arnold [6441]

As I was wondering around the internet, as is my wont, I came across this 
Wolseley press photo of two Series II Super Sixes on the forecourt of a 
pub or hotel, advertised in Punch Summer 1936. 

Terry, as is her 
wont, leapt into 
action and came up 
with this Google 
map of The Talbot 
at Knightwick 
[pictured below] 
–  only a few miles 
from Tenbury Wells 
where we found the 
Swan Hotel two 
years ago. 

I wrote to the Talbot and the 
owner was convinced that it 
wasn’t her premises but uploaded 
the photo onto her twitter account. 
She received a reply from the 
Droitwich Spa Pictorial with a 
suggestion that the hotel in the 
advert is the Broadway Hotel 
in Broadway Cotswolds and the 
below photograph shows this to be 
absolutely spot on. 

It would be a bit tricky to reproduce 
the scene in the advert but a 
near-thing should be possible. I 
don’t know my Series II cars well 
enough, but I fear the left hand car 
might be the elusive Sportsman 
Saloon in which case I believe 
there is only one left and that is 
in Ireland making the chances of 
a recreation very low indeed. Any 
thoughts?
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Out and About in the 
Wolseley World

NORtH eAst RegION – YORksHIRe & tYNe tees
Geoff Craggs [476], Peter Seaword [237] & Chris Cowell [5687]

We were delighted to 
report 15 members 
and guests at our 

New Year Lunch on 10 
January at the Black A Moor 
Inn just outside Ripon. We 
were particularly pleased 
to welcome Thelma and Vic 
Waddilove from Southport 
and Colin Briggs from 
Blackburn who braved the potential floods to join us. Don Fothergill came down 
from Hartlepool to join members of his family living in Ripon. Keith Warren 
and Fiona Reeves came from Thirsk in their now rather shiny 16/60 – to show 
off the new and rather expensive chrome work, it has improved the car no 
end. A successful raffle was held along with the auction of a rather intriguing 
1,000 piece jigsaw featuring car manufacturers adverts from the 50s and 60s 
– including Wolseleys – Colin was determined to take this back to Lancashire 
with him and may well be having sleepless nights in his determination to 
complete it. Thanks to everyone who came and contributed so generously.

We are looking forward to many events and shows in 2016, details of the 
following from Peter Seaword (call 01132 623610 or email pjs1@tinyworld.
co.uk) or Geoff Craggs (call 04123 325488 or email gbcraggs@btinternet.com) 
unless otherwise stated:

sun 24 April:  y Drive It Day meet at Elvington Air Museum, YO41 4AU. 
11am start. Details from Geoff.
sun 15 May:  y Burton Agnes Rally, YO25 4NB. 10am-4pm. Forms: Peter.
tues 21 June:  y Evening gathering with the York Historic Vehicle Group at 
Rufforth Gliding Club. Turn up any time from 6pm onwards.
sun 26 June: y  Sledmere House Near Driffield
1-3 July:  y Morris Vehicles Associatoin Rally at Catton Hall, Derbyshire
sun 17 July:  y Newby Hall: biggest ‘old’ car event in the north of England
sun 24 July:  y North East Annual Rally at Ripon Racecourse
24-25 september:  y North East weekend culminating in the rally at Beamish 
Open Air Museum – further details to follow. 
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NORtH eAst RegION – lINCOlN gROuP Stuart Nell [743]

Over 30 members and 
guests from Lincolnshire, 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire 

and Nottinghamshire gathered 
at The Woodcocks in Burton 
Waters on 14 December for our 
annual Christmas Dinner. We 
were blessed by the presence of 
Santa’s No 1 Elf, one of his not so 
little helpers who provided some 
entertainment amongst those 
present. 

As usual the meal was 
excellent and with a good 
range of menu choices for 
those who did not want the 
traditional Christmas fayre.
 
For further information on 
any of the following events  
or local meetings on page 
29, please contact Stuart 
Nell (01949 844870) or Nev 
Holmes (01522 703454):

Fri 26 Feb:  y Inter-Marque Quiz Night at The Abbey Lodge Inn, Kirkstead 
near Woodhall Spa. This year organised by The TR Register.
sun 24 April: y  Drive it Day. Details TBA but possibly in the Sleaford area.
early May 2016:  y Tour of Lincs 100 – details TBA.

sCOttIsH RegION Dick Peters [3566]

Please advise the secretary if you wish to attend any of these events in 2016:
sun 24 Apr:  y Drive It Day. Classic gathering at Summerlee Museum in 
Coatbridge, with the opportunity to take part in road runs prior to converging 
on the site. More details to follow.
May (date tBC):  y Wolseley Register stand at Stirling.
July (date tBC):  y Wolseley Register stand at Glamis.
september (date tBC):  y Wolseley Register stand at Biggar. 
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NORtH West RegION Mike Stanley [1234]

Our annual seasonal 
‘Get-Together’ was 
held once again at 

the Ribchester Arms. The 
many people present from 
across our region and our 
neighbours enjoyed the 
usual excellent food, and 
more importantly, splendid 
company. 

However, while for many this traditionally sets 
the scene for the up-coming Christmas period’s 
jollifications, this year the weather chose to 
intervene in the worst possible way. While it 
was a shock to see the extent of severe flooding,   
not just in our area but across the whole of the 
North, it was still a surprise to see pictures of 
‘our’ Ribchester Arms headlining national news 
bulletins. Thankfully, the water quickly receded 
from it’s highest levels and it’s only now at the 
time of writing this that the fuller picture of the 
scale of devastation can be seen. I hope all of our 
members, everywhere, have escaped unscathed.

  It’s now, though, as we start to consider plans for our activities for 2016, that 
there is a likelihood that there will be a knock-on effect from these floods. The 
amount of emergency repair work to bridges and roads will need to be a priority, 
and in my particular area a road which had been ear-marked for routine repair 
and up-grading will likely move down the queue, so the already deep pot-holes 
will have to wait for attention (I swear, one hole on the top of a railway bridge 
is already giving a glimpse of the track below!). I trust the roads will be in a fit 
state to cater for our cars by the time they come out of hibernation. 

Enough ‘soap box’! While we do not have full details of our intended regional 
activities for 2016 at the time of going to print, plans and ideas are currently 
being discussed which we trust will appeal. These will be added to the website 
as quickly as possible, and circulated to via our regional newsletter. As usual, 
these activities are open to all Register members, so if anyone from other areas 
needs information on what we’re doing here in the North West please contact 
Colin, Peter or myself when we’ll be happy to supply it. We’re looking forward 
to a busy, but thoroughly enjoyable year with our Wolseleys.
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MIDlANDs RegION 
Graham Ryder [4746]

The Midlands Region 
Christmas Meal was 
held in a private room at 

Sutton Park Toby Carvery on 9 
December when 23 members and 
guests were served traditional 
Festive Fayre.  A raffle was held which raised approx. £50 to be donated to the 
County Air Ambulance in memory of John Brindley.

Following a visit to the Indoor AutoJumble at the Ricoh Arena, Coventry on 
Sunday 17 January, several members enjoyed a carvery at Stonebridge Island 
which replaced the evening meeting this month.

For details of any of the following events, please contact Graham Ryder:
5-6 March:  y Classic Restoration Show, NEC, Birmingham. The Register will 
have a club stand in Hall 9, stand no. 410 with space for several restoration 
projects. Exhibits should be recently-completed restorations or works-in-
progress. Exhibitors will need to bring their cars on the Friday to set up the 
stand display. Please contact Graham Ryder with offers of suitable exhibits. 
Appropriate work may continue to be carried out during the Show!
sat 16 April:  y Pride of Longbridge Rally, Cofton Park, Birmingham. Club 
stand at this annual commemoration of all the cars and parts that came out 
of the Longbridge factory.
sun 24 April:  y Drive it Day: Invitation to join the Birmingham Branch of the 
Morris Minor Owners Club for their rally at Coventry Transport Museum.  
Entry forms available from Graham Ryder – advance fee £6.
sun 12 June: y  Classic Vehicle Clubs Day at Glos/Warwick Railway, 
Toddington
sun 19 June:  y Trentham Gardens, Stoke-On-Trent. Club stand to be booked 
if sufficient interest.
2-3 July: y  Morris Vehicles Association Rally, Catton Hall, Derbyshire
sat 30 July:  y Free morning workshop at Meguiars UK, Daventry

The Midlands Group  of the Wolseley Hornet Special Club invite Wolseley 
Register members to join them at any of the following events – contact 
michaelsproule@manx.net for details. 

1-2 May:  y Stratford Festival of Motoring including a lunchtime cavalcade
29-30 May:  y Ragley Hall Classic Car & Transport Show, Alcester, Warks 
2-3 July:  y Flywheel Festival at Bicester Heritage www.flywheelfestival.com
Mon 29 Aug: y  Pershore Plum Festival, Pershore Abbey, Worcestershire
sun 25 sept:  y Treasure Hunt Fun Run from The Bell Inn, Welford on Avon
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sOutH eAst RegION
Alan Simmonds [571]

Thirteen South East members enjoyed 
their Christmas lunch on 11 December 
and were particularly pleased that Dave 

Allen was able to join us. Nelson Ferreira 
made this incredible walnut cake in the shape 
of a Wolseley grille complete with illuminated 
badge! 

Plans for the South East Tour are progressing 
well and we hope that many members from 
the Region and further afield can join in for all 
or part of the route – see details on page 24.

eAst ANglIA RegION Chris Arnold [6441]

On 9 December we enjoyed an 
excellent Christmas dinner at 
The Oliver Twist followed by a 

slice of Terry’s Christmas cake.

Roger has kindly agreed to produce our 
events list again this year – the latest 
version was emailed to many with The 
Wolseley Times East Anglia newsletter 
in January. The group events are as 
follows:
 

sat 23 April:  y Guided tour of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Heritage Dealers at 
Great Easton, Dunmow, Essex CM6 2HD. Recommended to anyone who 
respects great restoration work. The tour starts at 10am and is limited to 20 
so book as soon as you can!
sun 24 April:  y Drive it Day with our friends from the Wisbech Historic Vehicle 
Club. Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse Museum NR20 4DR. Details TBC.
sun 8 May:  y Elgoods Craft, Plants & Classic Car Show. John 07704 822648   
sun 19 June: y  Cars on the Green at The Bury Motor Show, Bury St. Edmunds. 
Contact 07791 844000 / carsonthegreen@gmail.com      
2-3 July: y  North Norfolk Railway Vintage Transport Weekend. Contact Guy 
01462 743689 / 07713 624647 
16-17 July:  y Parson Drove Car, Bike and Trike Show PE13 4LA
sun 4 sept:  y Elgoods Craft, Plants & Classic Car Show. John 07704 822648   


