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Amy Egan, Editor [6547]

I

am delighted to annouce that
we have made an eco-conscious
switch to a compostable, plantbased wrapping for our magazine.
Sparked by ‘The Blue Planet effect’,
any other organisations (National
Trust, RSPB, and some other car
clubs) have recently done the same,
and our printers were able to offer
the option to us.
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The cost difference is negligible, and
is something the Register is happy
to absorb in order to ‘do our bit’
in making a positive step towards
cutting plastic polution. Hopefully
this becomes more widely used, and
in the future, being kind to the planet
will not always necessarily mean
spending more money.
I think by keeping our old cars
going for far more years than the
manufacturers had anticipated we
are already embodying the repair,
recycle and re-use philosophy. How
many cars made in 2019 will still be
on the road in another 50 years?!

Deadline for next issue:
1 March 2019

Front Cover: Our Life President
Dave Allen sadly passed away in
December 2018 but never lost his
love for Wolseleys. See pages 14-17.
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Chairman’s Jottings

Tracking down a car’s history can
be interesting, as many of us have
discovered. It seems likely that my
Hornet was the actual car displayed
at the 1934 Motor Show, at Olympia.
With the help of the Register’s expert,
Peter Seaword, I have been able to reclaim the car’s original registration
number. Only by taking part in this
process did I realise its complexities.
If you are seeking to retain or re-claim
a registration number, do take advice
from Peter.

Clive Button, Chairman [6257]

A

nd a very Happy New Year to
you! As you will read elsewhere,
at the Classic Motor Show at
the NEC, in November, we won an
award for the best medium-sized club
stand.
With over 300 clubs at the show, that
was quite an achievement. It reminded
me that we continue to ‘punch above
our weight’. In 2012 we took the
award for Club of the Year; in 2015
we were a finalist in the International
Historic Motoring Awards; in 2017
we were shortlisted at the National
Car Club Awards and were highly
commended in the 2018 National Car
Club Awards. This success is all down
to the extraordinary efforts of the
Register’s officers and members. Let’s
make 2019 a year to remember, too!

We sometimes mourn the demise of
Wolseley because in the population at
large anyone younger than ‘middleaged’ is unlikely to have heard of the
marque and that can make it harder
to find new recruits. However, only
a few weeks ago I was invited to the
local meet of an owners’ club for a
still extant marque. They may have a
ready source of new members, but the
owners of old cars do find themselves
in a shrinking minority. Perhaps we
should be grateful that all Wolseleys
are now ‘old’!

I think many of you associate me
with Lord Nuffield’s 25 HP Drophead
Coupé. I must report that I have
now sold the car. I had spent some
time exploring a sale to the British
Motor Museum but when that option
closed, I was delighted to find a
buyer within the Wolseley Register.
The car is now with John Worth
[6564] in Hertfordshire. Like me,
John appreciates the car’s historic
significance and puts conservation
high on his list of priorities.

I have long held that the old car
hobby is a ‘disease’ for which there
is no cure. I’m sure I’m not the only
one who keeps an eye on cars offered
for sale and ponders the prospect of
‘just one more’. Long ago it was put
to me to me that the ideal number of
garages is the number you have plus
one more. As Oscar Wilde said: “I can
resist anything except temptation”!

All my attention is now turned to my
1934 Hornet Special and my hope is
that the restoration will be complete
early in the 2019 season.

Happy motoring in 2019.
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Letters and Emails
Wolseley spotting
Warren Marsh [6453]

I

often see this Wolseley Six on
the way to the supermarket. I
don’t know the owner’s name
or address, yet. The car looks well
maintained.
Ed – The car is on our List of Recorded
Vehicles but only showing the year
(1973) – no owner details, chassis
no etc. Hope you meet the owner
someday!

Not over the hill yet
Ian and Charisse Richards
[6504]

W

e took this photo of
entrant number 28 at
the London to Brighton
Veteran Car Run in November.
OWL 707 is an 1899 Wolseley
single cylinder two seater
Voiturette, belonging to the
British Motor Museum.
The car was the oldest of 11
Wolseleys entered in the run,
and it made it to the end!
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Wolseley Register Contacts

T

he Wolseley Register is organised as a members’ club and is run by a
National Management Committee (the Committee). All officers of the
Register are unpaid volunteers. The holders of five permanent posts
are elected by the AGM and these officers co-opt others to the Committee, as
necessary. The Register is also organised at a regional level and regions elect
representatives who sit on the Committee.
In addition, the Committee appoints Technical Advisers, who have extensive
knowledge of particular models and whose role is to offer advice to Members,
and Spares Contacts, who run the Register’s spares operation. There are also
several members who help ‘behind the scenes’ in various ways. If you would like
to help in any way, please contact the Chairman!
When telephoning any of the Register’s officers, please bear in mind
that they will not always be available and that, in general, calls should
not be made before 9:00am or after 8:30pm. Postal addresses for all
officers of the Register are given in the Membership List.
Geoff Craggs BEM
Life Vice Presidents
John McCombie

The five permanent posts on the National Management Committee:
Chairman

Clive Button

chairman@thewolseleyregister.com
01829 741197

Deputy
Chairman

Colin Briggs

deputychairman@thewolseleyregister.com

Secretary

Mike Schilling secretary@thewolseleyregister.com

Treasurer

Paul Scotten

treasurer@thewolseleyregister.com
01945 880631

Membership
Secretary

Bob Langston

membership@thewolseleyregister.com
01524 761409
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Classic Motor Show 2018
Graham and Jenny Ryder [4646] and [4647]

O

n the weekend of 9-11 November, the Register presented a range
of Wolseleys at the Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show, with
Discovery – the grand finale of the motoring year, held at the National
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.

Everyone involved in building, manning and supplying vehicles for the stand
were absolutely delighted when the Register was presented with the award for
the Best Medium Club Stand at the Lancaster Insurance Awards. The awards
ceremony was held on the first evening of the three-day show so the silver
salver was proudly displayed on our stand for the remaining show days. Many
members of the public, Register members and members of other classic car
clubs congratulated us on this achievement when visiting the stand.
The show theme was ‘Built to Last’ and our five exhibits spanned four decades
of production, showing that Wolseley cars were indeed built to last as all the
cars displayed are still on the road. The Wolseley Register occupied a stand in
Hall 3, alongside our colleagues from the 6/80 and MO Oxford and Cowley Club
and the Landcrab Owners Club International.
20

The earliest exhibit was a Wolseley 11-22
two-seater plus dickey – now owned by
Peter Seaword, which is believed to be a
prototype 11-22 E4 based on an E3 Ten.
The vehicle was built in late 1924 and
registered in Leeds on 14 February 1925 by
dealer Atholl Dixon for a Dr Clough. The
car spent all of its ‘working life’ in Leeds
and is still based in that area. Peter was
pleased to discuss his recent acquisition
with visitors to the stand and admints he
learnt a few new things!
The next exhibit in age order was David
Palmer’s 1929 Wolseley 21/60 Straight
Eight. This rare example with a 3-litre
engine is one of only three known UK
survivors and attracted a great deal
of attention. Long-standing Wolseley
Register members will recall seeing it
regularly at National Rallies over a
number of years. Photo from Classic and Sports Car awards webpage.
The 1937 Series III Wolseley 25
Drophead Coupé Prototype exhibit
was originally purchased by the
Cowley factory workers as a gift
to Lord Nuffield. He retained the
vehicle until his death in 1963.
A new Profile book about this model
was launched at the show where
Clive Button signed copies.
A 4/50 Series I, owned by David King,
member of the 6/80 and MO Oxford and
Cowley Club, represented one of the all-new
models which was introduced at the first
post-war Motor Show in 1948, along with the
Wolseley 6/80 which turned out to be more
popular with customers at that time having
the larger engine. Therefore very few 4/50s
remain, with records showing only about 20
currently taxed and on the road.
21

The newest exhibit was Chris
Arnold’s 1961 Wolseley 15/60
Farina model, representing the
introduction of this range at the
end of 1958. The Italian Batista
Pinin Farina body brought a new
flair to the Wolseley marque and
this example was refurbished in
two-tone livery especially for the
show. It was driven to and from
the show from Cambridgeshire.
During the show, Stuart McCallum was presented with his 25 years Long
Membership Award – Stuart is the youngest long-serving member of the
Register and played an active role in running the club for several years.
A Wolseley 6/80 [below right] graced the 6/80 and MO Oxford and Cowley Club
stand. More Wolseleys were spotted elsewhere, including two 18/85s on the
neighbouring Landcrab Owners Club International stand, one of which was
exhibited by Chris Jones – a member of both clubs. This impressive 1913
Wolseley 16-20 [below left] was exhibited by the Veteran Car Club.

Technical advice, membership information and Regalia were available and
three new members were welcomed to the Register over the weekend. Many
searches of our List of Recorded Vehicles were made on the stand to find out if
current or previously-owned cherished Wolseleys were known to the club.
Thanks to all who helped build and man our prize-winning stand and to
everyone who visited us over the three-day show. The members who had not
previously exhibited at the show found it tiring but enjoyable!
The Register will be applying for a stand at next year’s Classic Motor Show
to be held on the weekend of 8-10 November 2019.
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Out and About in the Wolseley World
SOUTH EAST REGION Alan Simmonds [571]

T

hirteen of us enjoyed a very sociable long Christmas lunch at the
Kingswood Arms on Sunday 9 December. Stuart and Mary came in their
4/44 and we were pleased that Dave Allen was able to join us too.

It was a very pleasant way to end our activities for this year and we now look
forward to 2019. Thanks to Nelson for the photos.
We are considering a weekend visit sometime in May to the New Forest
incorporating a visit to Beaulieu and other places of interest. Would any
interested parties please let John Blackbourn know ( 07958 400980 or
 john.blackbourn2@btinternet.com) to enable us to organise accomation etc.
Further details will be shared in due course.

EAST ANGLIA REGION Chris Arnold [6441]

R

oger has offered to produce our events list again this year which Chris
will email to everyone on my list when ready. If YOU have any event or
outing you think would be interesting for our lot to attend, please let me
know either by email ( christopher-arnold@sky.com) or by turning up at one
of our meetings, which take place at the Oliver Twist (PE13 4EA) on the second
Tuesday of each month. So far our calendar looks like this:
yy Sun 28 April: Hoping to organise a Drive it Day run into the dark depths of
Thetford Forest and on to the Charles Burrell museum. Once I get confirmation
that they will open up for us on the Sunday, I will let you know.
yy 2 June: Peterborough Classic and Vintage Vehicle Festival (PE1 8BW).
36

This is a free event in aid of Armed Forces Day. John Parkinson is heavily
involved in this event so I feel we should support him!
yy 14-16 Aug: Paul and Jackie have offered to put together a two-night “cruise”
so that we can travel as a party to the Wolseley Register National Rally.
The details will start to come together over the next few weeks but please let
me know if you are interested and wish to be made aware of the itinerary.

EAST MIDLANDS – LINCOLN GROUP Stuart Nell [743]

O

n 5 December, 23 Wolseley Register members gathered at The Lord
Nelson in Winthorpe for our Christmas meal. Most people opted for the
traditional Christmas fayre but those that did were offered the rather
unusual dessert of Tempura battered Christmas pudding.

Not only was it an early celebration of
Christ’s birthday, but 5 December was
also the birthday of Elizabeth Woods.
There follows a few photos of members
enjoying the dinner and also one of the
birthday girl herself!
For further details of any of our events
or meetings, please contact Stuart
Nell ( 01949 844870) or Nev Holmes
( 01522 703045):
yy Wed 23 January: Mid week Lunch to be held at The Welby Arms, Allington.
Meet at 12.30 for a 1pm start. Please let Stuart know as soon as possible so
that he can let the pub know how many will be attending.
yy Wed 6 February: Noggin and Natter held at the Lord Nelson, Winthorpe
near Newark. Those wishing to dine before the meeting, please contact
Stuart beforehand
37

NORTH WEST REGION Mike Stanley [1234]

S

ome of our members will have ‘laid up’ their cars for the Winter, and
hopefully made a start on the necessary work to be undertaken before
taking to the roads again in the Spring. Others will keep their Wolseleys
on the road the whole year round, and thankfully to date the weather has been
relatively kind.
Our major function,
kicking
off
the
festive season, was
our pre-Christmas
meal which was
held again at the
Ribchester Arms.
This was again very well attended, and we were pleased to welcome members
from far and wide to enjoy good food and excellent company in most pleasant
surroundings, and we hope was a fitting lead-in for the Christmas period for
everyone. Our thanks once again go to Colin for his work in co-ordinating things
for us.

Now our attentions are being focussed
on events for 2019. We were shocked
by the news that there will NOT be
another Manchester Classic car show at
Event City this year! We believed the 2018 event had been the 'best yet' – it
certainly was for us. We wait to see if it will be taken over in any form, as
Manchester should be able to provide a suitable focus point for such events.
38

Some of our members have been involved at a succession of indoor events
including Belle Vue and the MetroCentre in years previous to Event City,
always attracting much attention.
As promoted in our North West newsletters, everyone is welcome at our
activities. Our social meets are usually held on the second Tuesday of the month
and ‘Technical’ socials are held every third Tuesday with Bob Langston, unless
advised otherwise. We will be again be organising a series of mid-week outings
in various parts of the region at regular intervals throughout the year.
We will be providing full details of as many details of events, of all types,
across the region through our North West newsletter, or the latest up-todate information can be obtained from Peter, Colin or myself. As always we
would welcome members from outside our region, particularly on the outings
which may venture into ‘border territories’.
Our 2019 calendar so far features the following:
yy Sun 28 April: Drive it Day. See Scottish Group report for details of a
possible weekend away to the Scottish borders. More local Drive it Day
plans to be announced soon.
yy Sun 5 May: Cleveleys Show Blackpool Vehicle Preservation Group (BVPG)
yy Mon 6 May: Gawsworth Hall
yy June TBC: Tatton Park (usually the first weekend of the month)
yy Sat 15 June: Astle Park 1000 Engine Rally
yy Sun 16 June: Leighton Hall
yy Sat 22 June: Woodvale (held at Victoria Park, Southport)
yy Sun 23 June: Lymm Transport Show
yy Sun 7 July: Lydiate Classic Show
yy Sun 21 July: Fleetwood Festival of Transport
yy Sun 4 August: Lytham Hall Classic Car Show
yy Sun 25 August: Stanley Park Show (BVPG)
yy 8-9 September: Lytham Show (BVPG)
The major event for our region will be the National Rally at Lytham Hall in
August. (Full details on page 33). We very much hope that members, including
those who may not have previously ventured into ‘The North’ will take the
opportunity to do so, possibly making an extended visit to include other parts of
the area such as rural Lancashire and the Ribble Valley and Trough of Bowland,
the Lake District, or the Yorkshire Dales – there’s much to see, do and enjoy.
We wish all our fellow members a very happy New Year, and much pleasure
from the use of their Wolseleys.
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MIDLANDS REGION Graham Ryder [4746]

M

idlands meetings North and South of Birmingham on alternate months
continue to attract longstanding and newer local members and allow
for discussions on Wolseley maintenance issues as well as planning
future events. Let us know if you wish to join us so that a large enough table
can be booked at 7:30 pm. More details on page 35.

On 13 December, 18 members and one child enjoyed the Christmas Fayre menu
at The Royal Oak, Catshill.

We started off the New Year with a new ‘Coffee and Chrome’ event hosted by
Footman James on 6 January. Three Wolseleys joined over 200 cars at The
Chateau Impney Hotel, Droitwich, Worcestershire for a New Year meet and
a bacon sandwich. This was a successful morning which it is hoped will be
repeated.
Plans for 2019 are being developed including some different events new to the
Register. We are also hoping to arrange another weekend away – possibly 4-6
October to Llangollen. A full programme will be circulated by email or post to
all Midlands members but the following dates are already confirmed:
yy Sat 13 April: Pride of Longbridge, Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham
(B31 2BQ). We have organised a Wolseley Register club stand at this annual
event which celebrates the Longbridge factory, its workers and the great cars
they produced. We will have a gazebo offering shelter/shade and regalia.
yy Sun 28 April: Drive it Day at Witley Court, Worcester Road, Great Witley,
Worcs (WR6 6JT). An invitation to attend the Birmingham Branch Morris
40

yy
yy
yy
yy

Minor Owners Club Annual Rally at this delightful English Heritage
property. Application forms available from Graham Ryder.
Sun 9 June: Classic Club Day at GWSR Toddington
29-30 June: Lullington Open Gardens and Classic Car Show
Thurs 25 July from 5pm: Classic cars at Thurning Feast, East Northants
Sun 4 Aug: Classic Vehicle and Craft Fair, Much Wenlock

Additional suggestions or comments can be directed to Graham and Jenny
Ryder ( midlands@thewolseleyregister.com  0121 445 1872 / 07790 729877).
Many of us will also be attending these national events in our area:
yy Sat 16 March: Wolseley Register AGM at Beoley [see page 2]
yy 22-24 March: Practical Classics Restoration Show, NEC [see rear cover].

SCOTTISH REGION Mark McCafferty [3489]

O

ur rally attendance in recent
years has not been what it was,
and so our resolution for 2019 is
to make a real effort to attend shows as a
group. For Drive it Day this year we are
inviting members and friends from the
North West and North East groups for a
weekend – hopefully based on the Peebles
Hydro Hotel in the Scottish borders from
Friday 26 to Monday 29 April.
On the Sunday we will be attending the ever-popular event at Summerlee Park,
Coatbridge raising funds for Children’s Hospices Across Scotland. To date,
Joe Kelly and his family have raised £42,560 for CHAS! Please register your
interest with John McCombie ( 01592 345470  jmcc5658@sky.com) ASAP
so that you can receive more details as they are confirmed.
Subject to confirmation from the organisers, we should be attending the Bridge
on Allan event on 28 May; Thirlstane, Errol and Moffat in June; Glamis in July;
and Biggar in August. Plus the National Rally on 17-18 August, of course.
We are still making plans for a special event somewhere in central Scotland
in 2020 to celebrate 30 years of the Scottish group. Further discussion will be
required but ideas included the Dundee area around early to mid May, with the
possibility of being over a weekend – possibly a static show on the Sunday etc.
Anyone with any thoughts or suggestions is invited to drop a line to Dick Peters
( 01592 652763) or Mark McCafferty ( 07960 549757).
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NORTH EAST REGION: Yorkshire & Tyne Tees

Peter Seaword [237] & Geoff Craggs [476]

O

ur monthly 12/30 Club meeting – an informal luncheon meeting of
Wolseley enthusiasts – will reconvene for 2019 on Thursday 7 February,
followed by Thursday 7 March as usual at the Bridge Hotel, Walshford
Near Wetherby. Everyone is welcome and this is your opportunity to tell us
what you would like to see us doing in 2019.
By the time our members read this, our annual New Year luncheon will have
taken place on 20 January and was as usual well-subscribed.
Our plans for 2019 include:
yy Sun 28 April: Drive it Day. This year we are joining with members and
friends from the North West group and Scottish group for a weekend based
on the Peebles Hydro Hotel in the Scottish borders from Friday 26 to Monday
29 April. On the Sunday we will be attending the bigger event at Summerlee
Park, Coatbridge raising funds for Children’s Hospices Across Scotland
(CHAS). Please register your interest with John McCombie ( 01592 345470
 jmcc5658@sky.com) ASAP so that you can receive more details as they are
confirmed.
yy Sun 28 April: Drive it Day. As an alternative for those regional members
who prefer to stay closer to home, we are once again invited to join our friends
at the York Historic Vehicle Group. Assemble at The York Knavesmire
(racecourse) for a 10am prompt departure to Sherburn Aero Club at Sherburn
In Elmet where the excellent club house, bar and café will be open all day. Do
NOT go into the racecourse itself – assembly is along the roadside off the old
A64 (not the bypass). For those who do not wish to join the run you can go
directly to Sherburn – the airfield is off the B1222 Sherburn to Cawood road.
There is no formal entry form – just turn up.
yy Wed 15 May: The award-winning South Yorkshire Transport Museum at
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham are having a special enthusiasts
open evening to which members are invited from 7.30pm.
yy Sat 1 June: VSCC Harewood Hill Climb
yy Tue 18 June: Bring Your Vehicle Evening, Squires Café/Bar, Newthorpe,
near Sherburn (LS25 5LX). Just turn up from 6pm.
yy Sun 30 June: NECPWA Sledmere House Rally
yy Sun 21 July: NECPWA Newby Hall Rally
yy Fri 16 to Mon 19 Aug: Wolseley Register National Rally at Lytham
yy Sun 22 September: York Historic Vehicle Rally
Further details and/or entry forms for any of these events will be available from
Peter ( 01132 623610) or Geoff ( 01423 325488).
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