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The present company, which is a branch of the great firm of Vickers, Sons and
Maxim, Ltd., was established in 1901, taking over the works and the business
of an older Wolseley company. As the title indicates, the intention was to
combine the manufacture of machine tools with that of motor cars, but
successive years have seen the motor business increase so rapidly that now it
practically monopolises the whole of the immense works at Adderley Park,
which cover nearly twenty acres and employ upwards of three thousand men.

There is really little cause for surprise in this, for nothing could have been more
favourable to the evolution of a perfect chassis than the extreme precision and
accuracy which are essential to the making of machine tools. One effect of this
accurate construction is seen in the silence and smooth running of the cars
manufactured by this company - a characteristic which has passed into a
motoring proverb. Another factor, which has conduced largely to success, is:
that the parent company, Messrs. Vickers, Sons and Maxim, Ltd., are renowned
for the production of high-grade steels and metals, and their invaluable
experience in this has always been at the service of the motor-car branch.

Even before the formation of the present company, the old Wolseley company
had experimented with motor-cars, and their first car, Wolseley No. 1, together
with one or two early successors, is now on display in the historical section of
the International Exhibition.Very ingenious and interesting too, are these old
exhibits, but it is a far cry from them to the superb and r@liable cars of today.

It is doubtful if any previous mechanical invention ever attained a point so near
perfection in so short a period as the automobile. Years of patient experiment
and unremitting endeavour have thus had their reward. |

Another very interesting branch of this company's businiss, which is growing
by leaps and bounds, is the production of marine engine§, launches, and
auxiliary motor installations. The recent victory of Wolseley-Siddeley I,
which beat all previous records in the International Moter-Boat Races at
Monaco this year, will still be fresh in the public memor'y. It was a triumph of
design, which only engineers can fully appreciate, to install 700 h.p. in a 50-
feet boat, and nowadays, when so much is heard of the national decadence, it is
gratifying to find an English firm proving its pre-eminence over American,
French, Italian, and other rivals.

Nearing the last of many processes: One of the great Erecting Shops.









