“CARS OF THE CENTURY”—1900-1901










1900
Two Seater Wolseley

reproduced by courtesy of The Autocar

Unlike the racer, this small car is more 1n
keeping with our ideas of the cars of this
time. In this picture we can clearly see the
treadless tyres that were the constant source
of trouble to any motorist, quite apart from
the hazards of the notorious °* side-slip.”
Tiller steering, chain drive and patent leather
wings complete the picture for us.
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1901
21 h.p. Wolseley

reprodiuced by cowurtesy of 1 fie Autocar

At this time Austin, who was now the
- power in the Wolseley concern., assisted Sir
Hiram Maxim with his steam flying machine,
which led to Vickers (of which Sir Hiram was
a director) taking over Wolseley and opening
up at a much larger works 1in Birmingham.
The range of vehicles immediately increased,
and the prospective purchaser had plenty to
select from., including delivery vans.

This picture is of particular Iinterest, as we
see Herbert A ustin at the wheel. For its time,
the picture is remarkably clear and we can
examine the car 1n detail. Note the large fly-
wheel and the chain drive. Two brake handles
are visible, and though we are not told we can
assume that one worked on rear wheel bands
and the other on the transmission, which was
common practice at the time.



