“CARS OF THE CENTURY”—1903-1905




1903
6 h.p. Wolseley

reproduced by courtesy of 1 he Autocar

This is a preview of the 6 h.p. car of 1904,
and it is particularly interesting as 1t represents
the first Wolseley car to dispense with a chain
final drive. In the picture however, we can
plainly see that there was a chain drive from
the engine to the live axle. No other Wolseley
for 1904 had such an arrangement which
could probably have been incorporated in the
8 and 12 h.p. models. Above that h.p. one
could reasonably expect to find chain drive,
particularly in any car designed specifically
for racing. The engine was a single-sylinder
with a bore and stroke of 41 1In. x 5 1n. with
three forward speeds and coil 1ignition.
























1905
Wolseley Racer

reproduced by courtesy of T he Autocar

This lethal - looking vehicle was the
Wolseley racer for 1905, and we are fortunate
that some records exist of its specifications.
The car had a four-cylinder engine developing
90 b.h.p. at 1,000 r.p.m. The crankshaft was
of nickel steel and carried three bearings. The
water jacket was aluminium and cast in one
piece. A centrifugal governor operated on the
throttle, but there was also a hand control
and a pedal to cut out the governor when it
was desirable to race the engine. Ignition was
high tension by means of accumulators and
coil. -



