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Let us put a little light in your life



This issue of Wolseley World 
may be coming to you slightly 
later than ususal because we 

wanted to include news from our 
AGM on 16 March. 

There have been a few changes, 
but I’m still here! Please see pages 
4, 14 and 15 for the news from the 
AGM. Thanks to those who have 
supported me through another year 
of Editorship, and here’s yet another 
appeal for articles – big or small, I 
will use them all eventually.

I write this on a very wet and windy 
day, but am already making plans for 
shows and runs for the coming season. 
The first for me will probably be the 
‘Pride of Longbridge’ event which is 
very local to me. Held every year on 
the anniversary of Rover’s closure, it 
is open to all cars with a connection to 
Longbridge. 

Drive it Day follows soon after, and I 
look forward to seeing what you got 
up to.
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A warm Wolseley welcome
Ron Jones [7249]

I have recently joined the club and would 
firstly like to say how very much I’m 
impressed with the welcome received so 

far. I bought my Wolseley 15/50 (XRU 109) 
from Jim Goodwin which, as you might expect 
from Jim, came with a mass of information 
and back issues of Wolseley World.

Since November, I’ve happily ‘trawled’ 
through the old magazines and hope I’m now 
somewhat up to speed with the club’s ‘doings’ 
– and impressive they are too!
 
These photos were taken during last 
November’s NEC Classic Car Show on the 
Boston Classic Car Club stand. It was the 
sight of this splendid example that awakened 
a slumbering desire to own a 15/50 and, 
as luck would have it, Jim’s car became 
available a week later; the rest, as they say, 
is history. I am looking forward to joining 
in the club’s activities during the coming 
summer months.

Letters and emails

sAve THe DATe: 9-11 August 2019
Morris vehicles Association Rally 

At Thoresby Park, nottinghamshire nG22 9WH in 
conjunction with the Morris Register’s national Rally

For updates, see www.morrisregister.co.uk/thoresby-2019 and 
future issues of Wolseley World.
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A Wolseley in Wetherspoons!
Bob Leyland [1454]

Some of our members will have visited the National Classic Car Show at 
the NEC and what a superb event it is. The Wolseley Register put on an 
impressive display of vehicles including Clive Button’s 25hp Drophead 

Coupé. By surprising coincidence, it wasn’t the only one of these magnificent 
cars we had the pleasure of seeing that weekend!

Many of us will be familiar with the Wetherspoon chain of pub-restaurants. 
Pattie and I had stayed in Sutton Coldfield, and adjacent to the hotel was one 
such establishment named The Bishop Vesey. Whilst tucking into our pie and 
chips, Pattie spotted a wall-mounted framed photograph of Sutton Coldfield 
town centre, a typical circa 1940s street scene featuring, yes you guessed it, 
a 25hp Drophead Coupé, registered number DOP 979. We photographed the 
image which I hope will be of interest to our members.

It is a wonderfully evocative insight into urban life from a by-gone age.  
Regrettably it seems the car has not survived. I can only hope the pedestrian 
did – he seems, on close inspection, to be somewhat bemused by the approaching 
Wolseley – or was he trying to come to terms with its graceful lines and 
impressive look? We shall never know.

How gratifying it is that such images were captured on film and pictures of  
‘our’ type of cars depicted when they were in daily use.
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More Gyro-cars
Mike Stanley [1234]

This is a copy of an article on Gyro-
cars taken from a magazine called 
The Car and Car Topics, and may 

provide a link of interest following on 
from recent items in Wolseley World.

C and CT was a monthly publication of 
similar size to WW, and was launched 
in April 1950; I wasn’t previously aware 
of this until I acquired a batch of 10 
assorted copies running from Issue 2 in 
May 1950 to Vol 2, No 7 in July 1951, 
so I don’t know how long publication 
continued – perhaps someone can let 
me know? It would be an expensive 
(non-)competitor to the well-established 
weekly magazines.
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Out and About in the Wolseley World

nORTH eAsT ReGIOn: YORksHIRe & TYne Tees
Peter Seaword [237] & Geoff Craggs [476]

On Sunday 20 January we 
held our ‘Gloom Disperser’ 
or ‘New Year Luncheon’, 

this year at the Bridge Hotel 
and Spa at Walshford. With 36 
members and guests from the 
North West, North East, Midlands 
and Scottish Groups, the event was 
a huge success. 

The Terry Faulkner Memorial Shield was awarded to Colin Briggs from the 
North West group, for his continuing and welcome support for the North East 
group.

Events for our Region confirmed so far are as follows:
20-21 April:  y Easter Rally, Kirkby Stephen and Brough
sun 28 April:  y Drive it Day. This year we are joining with members and 
friends from the North West group and Scottish group for a weekend based 
on the Peebles Hydro Hotel in the Scottish borders from Friday 26 to Monday 
29 April. On the Sunday we will be attending the bigger event at Summerlee 
Park, Coatbridge raising funds for Children’s Hospices Across Scotland 
(CHAS). Please register your interest with John McCombie ( 01592 345470 
 jmcc5658@sky.com) ASAP so that you can receive more details as they are 
confirmed. 
sun 28 April:  y Drive it Day with York Historic Vehicle Group (no booking 
required). Assemble along the roadside by York Knavesmire racecourse off 
the old A64 (not the bypass) for a 10am prompt departure to Sherburn Aero 
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Club. Alternatively you can go directly to Sherburn – the airfield is off the 
B1222 Sherburn to Cawood road. 
Wed 15 May: y  The award-winning South Yorkshire Transport Museum at 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham are having a special enthusiasts 
open evening to which members are invited from 7.30pm. Contact Terry 
Ellin ( 01909 563069)
sat 1 June: y  VSCC Harewood Hill Climb
Tue 18 June:  y Bring Your Vehicle Evening, Squires Café/Bar, Newthorpe, 
near Sherburn (LS25 5LX). Just turn up from 6pm.
29-30 June: y  NECPWA Sledmere House Rally. Lots to see including 
autojumble, stationary engines, motorcycles, classic commercials and buses. 
Forms available via Peter.
9-11 July:  y Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate Showground
sat 13 July:  y Bring Your Vehicle afternoon: Squires Cafe, Sherburn in Elmet
sun 21 July: y  NECPWA Newby Hall Rally 
sat 27 July: y  VSCC Race Meeting Cadwell Park, near Louth, Lincolnshire
sun 28 July: y  Ripon Old Cars 25th Classic Car Gathering, Ripon Racecourse. 
This is an ever popular event with many classics in attendance. For a place 
on the Register’s stand, contact Peter for a form. Closing date 19 July.
sun 11 Aug: y  1950s day at Sherburn Aero Club
Fri 16 to Mon 19 Aug: y  Wolseley Register National Rally at Lytham (detail 
on page 2)
sun 22 september: y  York Historic Vehicle Rally 

Further details and/or entry forms for any of these events will be available from 
Peter ( 01132 623610) or Geoff ( 01423 325488). 

sOuTH eAsT ReGIOn Alan Simmonds [571]

On Drive it Day weekend (26-28 April), we are planning a weekend away to 
the New Forest. Any interested parties for some or all of the visit should 
please contact John Blackbourn ( john.blackbourn2@btinternet.com 

 07958 400980). 

The expected itinerary is as follows: 
Friday – arrive at Macdonalds Elmers Court Hotel, Lymington y
Saturday – scenic tour to Beaulieu Museum and House, drive to forest pub  y
for lunch then through lanes to Bucklers Hard, back to hotel for evening 
meal
Sunday – Check out of hotel, scenic drive to Sammy Miller Motorcycle  y
Museum, coastal drive to harbour pub for lunch, scenic drive to dispersal 
point for journey home.



38

nORTH WesT ReGIOn 
Mike Stanley [1234] 

I hope our members have completed, 
or are well on the way to completing, 
all the necessary tasks identified as 

their cars were ‘laid up’, and will be 
looking forward to taking to the open 
roads very soon now. 

Many of us enjoyed seeing our friends at the North East group’s New Year 
Luncheon in January. For most of us our first chance to get the cars out is Drive 
it Day, and this year several of us will be heading over the border to Scotland 
for a special weekend away. We will however be arranging a local get-together 
again for those who’d like a shorter run! Details to be confirmed in our new 
‘North of England’ newsletter which combines news from the North East and 
North West groups.

While we are naturally disappointed by the demise of the Classic Car Show 
at Event City in Manchester, we believe we have an excellent choice of events 
available across our area throughout the year, so there should be something 
within easy reach of everyone. For anyone who needs further information, 
particularly anyone who may be new to us and/or new to attending events with 
their Wolseleys, please get in touch with Peter, Colin or Mike (details in our 
newsletters) when we can usually advise on any aspect of events on our list. We 
hope to meet up with  many of our fellow members during the coming months.

sun 5 May:  y Cleveleys Show Blackpool Vehicle Preservation Group (BVPG)
Mon 6 May:  y Classic Car Show at Gawsworth Hall, Cheshire. Tours of 
the hall will be available. Contact John Platt for details of our club stand  
( 0161 794 3940  john.a.platt@hotmail.co.uk)
1-2 June:  y Classic Car Spectacular at Tatton Park. This is a regular and 
popular event for NW members. To secure your place on the club stand, 
please contact Mike Stanley ASAP ( 01254 247963)
sat 15 June: y  Astle Park 1000 Engine Rally
sun 16 June: y  Leighton Hall
sun 23 June: y  Lymm Transport Show
sun 7 July: y  Lydiate Classic Show
sun 21 July: y  Fleetwood Festival of Transport
sun 4 August:  y Lytham Hall Classic Car Show
Fri 16 to Mon 19 Aug: y  Wolseley Register National Rally at Lytham Hall
sun 25 August:  y Stanley Park Show (BVPG)
sun 1 september:  y Hoghton Tower Show
8-9 september:  y Lytham Show (BVPG)



MIDLAnDs ReGIOn Graham Ryder [4746]

Remember all are welcome to join fellow-members North and/or South 
of Birmingham for the informal Midlands Monthly Meetings. A social 
occasion to discuss Wolseley matters over a meal. Let us know if you 

wish to join us at any of the meetings so that a large enough table can be 
booked.

Our programme of events has been emailed or posted to all Midlands members 
and is also displayed on the Regional News page of the Register website at: 
www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/news/regional-news (It may be necessary to scroll 
down past other Regional news items.) This online version will be constantly 
updated and contains links including downloadable application forms where 
available. 

For those who are not online, contact Jenny and Graham Ryder ( 0121 445 
1872) for details and/or forms. We can apply online for anyone who is unable to 
do so and will forward the booking confirmation by post.

sat 13 April: y  Pride of Longbridge, Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham 
(B31 2BQ).  We have organised a Wolseley Register club stand at this annual 
event which celebrates the Longbridge factory, its workers and the great cars 
they produced. We will have a gazebo offering shelter/shade and regalia. 
sun 28 April: y  Drive it Day at Witley Court, Worcester Road, Great Witley, 
Worcs (WR6 6JT). An invitation to attend the Birmingham Branch Morris  
Minor Owners Club Annual Rally at this delightful English Heritage 
property.  Application forms available from Graham Ryder (£6 advance).
Mon 6 May and Mon 27 May:  y A47 Autojumble/Classic Vehicle Show, 
Thurlaston Showground (LE9 9JE). These free events take place off the 
A47 between Leicester and Hinckley on bank holiday Mondays. No booking 
required. Several Register members are usually present.
sun 9 June: y  Classic Club Day at GWSR Toddington (GL54 5DT). Free to 
enter but must apply online. Usual train fares apply. 
sun 16 June:  y Footman James Coffee and Chrome Meeting at Chateau 
Impney, Droitwich (WR9 0BN). 9am to 12 noon. Club space for 10 cars 
reserved at this new event for Father’s Day. Up to 500 places bookable online 
– all pre-booked entries qualify for a free bacon buttie!
29-30 June: y  Lullington Open Gardens and Classic Car Show. No formal 
club presence but several Register members will attend on one or other day.  
Free to enter but should be pre-booked ( paulineblakeforge@yahoo.co.uk)
sun 30 June: y  Shenstone Open Gardens and Classic Car Display, Shenstone, 
Staffordshire. Informal afternoon gathering of Register members who may 
meet for Sunday lunch prior to the event. Check with Graham for details.
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sat 13 July:  y A47 Autojumble/Classic Vehicle Show, Thurlaston Showground 
(LE9 9JE). New date for 2019. Free event, and no booking required. 
Thurs 25 July from 5pm: y  Classic cars at Thurning Feast, Peterborough 
(PE8 5RE). Evening event organised by local member in East Northants.  
It is hoped that members from the Midlands and East Anglia Regions will 
meet up at this event.

4-6 Oct: Wolseley weekend away in Llangollen area.  y Organised by the 
Midlands Region but is open to all Register members. Local members may 
wish to join us at one or more of the places to be visited which will include 
Ponderosa Café, Llangollen Motor Museum and one or two National Trust 
properties. Contact Graham and Jenny Ryder if interested.

sCOTTIsH ReGIOn Mark McCafferty [3489]

This year’s Drive it Day falls on Sunday 28 April and many of us will be at 
the usual venue of the Summerlee Industrial Museum in Coatbridge. Due 
to the popularity of this event, spaces are limited and must be applied 

for. Please contact Joe Kelly ASAP if you plan to attend ( 07721 875095  
 157joekel@googlemail.com).

Please contact John McCombie ( 01592 345470  jmcc5658@sky.com) ASAP 
if you are interested in joining in a stay in Peebles over the whole weekend 
(26-29 April), where we also hope to be joined by friends in the North West and 
North East groups. 

Our other events listings remains the same as the last report: the Bridge of 
Allan event on 28 May; Thirlstane, Errol and Moffat in June; Glamis in July; 
and Biggar in August. Plus the National Rally on 17-18 August, of course.

sOuTH WesT ReGIOn Geoff Bennett [923]

15-16 June:  y Bath Festival of Motoring classic car and bike event. Walcot 
Rugby Club, Lansdown, Bath (BA1 9BJ). A Rotary Club of Bath event raising 
money for charity. Book your car in at www.bathfestivalofmotoring.com
22-23 June:  y Footman James Bristol Classic Car Show, Bath and West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset (BA4 6QN). We will have a club 
stand as usual. Tickets and details at www.bccs.bristolclassiccarshows.com.

Please contact Geoff ( 01454 775 238  geoffbennett2013@yahoo.co.uk) if 
you are interested in displaying your Wolseley on the Register stand at any of 
the Shepton Mallet indoor shows.
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eAsT AnGLIA ReGIOn Chris Arnold [6441]

Good news! The Burrell Museum at Thetford have agreed to open just for 
us on Drive it Day – Sunday 28 April. The visit is FREE, although they 
are looking for donations. Please see if you can support the Register on 

this outing – ideally in a Wolseley of course, but everyone is welcome. 

A road run will leave the Morrisons car park near the A47 Wisbech bypass 
around 10am to arrive at the museum shortly after 11am. Members can make 
their way there directly if they prefer. Please let me know what your plans are 
( christopher-arnold@sky.com)  A Sunday lunch is also planned afterwards.

Our meetings continue to take place at the Oliver Twist (PE13 4EA) on the 
second Tuesday of each month. 
Please note the Forces Day in 
Peterborough on 2 June has 
been cancelled. Other events 
in the diary include:

sun 12 May:  y Returning to 
the popular Elgood’s “Park 
up in a Brewery” [photo 
from the 2018 event]
Thurs 25 July from 5pm: y  
Classic cars at Thurning 
Feast, Peterborough 
(PE8 5RE). Evening event organised by a member in East Northants. 
It is hoped that members from the Midlands will join us at this event. 

14-16 Aug: Two-night “cruise” to travel as a party to the Wolseley  y
Register national Rally at Lytham Hall. Paul and Jackie have put 
together a  route and identified accommodation. The first leg (Wednesday) 
will of course be the longest, stopping overnight south of Wakefield, and the 
second leg (Thursday) much shorter, with a night in a canalside hotel near 
Skipton. The more the merrier, so please contact Chris if you are interested 
in joining in. See page 2 for details of the National Rally.

eAsT MIDLAnDs – LInCOLn GROuP Stuart Nell [743]

Noggin and Natter meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday 
of each month in Winthorpe. See page 34 for details. Please contact 
Stuart Nell ( 01949 844870) or Nev Holmes ( 01522 703045) for 

details of any of our events.


