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Let us put a little light in your life



I have really enjoyed receiving your 
Drive-it-Day reports and photos. 
It was certainly nice to be spoilt 

for choice when selecting the cover 
photo for this issue, but I hope you 
agree that Ernest’s picturesque shot 
is worthy. It almost could have been 
taken 50 years ago!

It hasn’t taken me 50 years, but 
would you believe this is my 50th 
issue of Wolseley World?! Presumably 
my gold watch is in the post...

The next magazine will be Issue 200, 
and I would really love to hear your 
suggestions of what we could do to 
mark this milestone... perhaps some 
of our former Editors would like to 
pen something for old time’s sake? 
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Front cover: Ernest Jones – 
recently appointed South and West 
Wales Regional Representative took 
his 1500 out on Drive-it-Day.
 

Rear cover: Some of Colin Briggs’ 
photos from the Peebles weekend 
away on Drive-it-Day.
 

Read all the Drive-it-Day reports 
on pages 36-47.
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Unconventional technical tip
Letter from Colin West (reproduced from Wolseley Hornet, magazine of the 
Wolseley Car Club Inc, New South Wales, Australia)

As long as I have 
owned my Wolseley 
15/60 it has annoyed 

me that I have a red light 
glowing on my dash when I 
have high beam headlights 
on. To me, red it a warning 
light meaning something is 
wrong – blue is the normal 
colour for this signal. So I 
changed it.

This was a simple job of 
removing the chrome cover 
and glass from the gauge 
assembly, removing the red 
bezel from the gauge front 
and fitting one of the Lego 
parts pictured with a little 
superglue! Thanks to the kids’ toy collection!

This modification can be done on 1500, 15/60, 16/60, 24/80 
models for sure, and maybe others that I’m not familiar with. 
I’m very happy with the outcome of the project. I also replaced instrument globes 
with led ones so it is much easier now to read the gauges whilst driving.

Wolseley spotting
Peter Seaword [237]

I was pleased to find this 
immaculate 1975 Wolseley 
2200 in the car park at 

Silverstone in April. It is a credit 
to its owner and is great to see it 
being used.

Ed – This car belongs to John 
Worth [6564] and previously belonged to Derek Lilley.
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Painted pedestrian crossings From The Morris Owner 
magazine April 1939, reproduced courtesy of the Morris Register.

A Sutton Coldfield experiment, in which crossings are coloured a brilliant 
yellow,  rendering them easily distinguishable, promises to be successful.  
The car is a 25hp Wolseley Drop-head coupe.

Ed – On the right is an image taken from Google 
Streetview of the same spot today. Clearly the 
yellow paint didn’t catch on, but the crossing is in 
the same place! The registration of the Wolseley is 
DOP... undoubtedly the same as the other period 
photo of a Wolseley in Sutton Coldfield shared 
by Bob Leyland in Issue 198 and some other 
publicity photographs for the Drop-head coupe. 

Another Wolseley Wedding Nelson Ferreira [7103]

A few weeks ago the 1500 was on duty as a wedding car to a friend in 
Sutton. It was a cold day but everyone had a good time, and the Wolseley 
was faultless as ever.
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Out and About in the Wolseley World

Over 20 members and 12 cars 
attended a thoroughly enjoyable 
long DRIve-IT-DAY weekend at 

the Peebles Hydro Hotel in the Scottish 
Borders. One keen member arrived a day 
early by mistake, but most arrived during 
the Saturday afternoon, headed up by 
‘Jimmy’, John and Seana McCombie’s 
rather handsome Series II 16hp. John 
was also our capable and enthusiastic 
organiser of the whole weekend. Various 
other Wolseleys from the 30s to the 60s 
congregated from the North East, North 
West and Scottish regions.

The highlight of Sunday was a 35 mile 
cross-country ride through the Borders 
scenery, showing itself off to great effect 
in the glorious sunshine. The usual 
‘fettling’ occurred prior to setting off, 
but all arrived safely at Summerlee 
Industrial Museum at Coatbridge 
(outside Glasgow). Along with several 
other members who had come for the day, 
and a few Wolseleys we didn’t recognise, 
there were 21 of our marque on display, 

Photos from Guy Mackenzie, Douglas 
Hunter, Jean Davenport and Colin 
Briggs.

by far the most plenteous of all the manufacturers represented. 

scOTTIsh ReGION Guy Mackenzie [6878] and Douglas Hunter 
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sOuTh eAsT ReGION Alan Simmonds [571]

Eight members and their partners incorporated DRIve-IT-DAY into a 
weekend away in the New Forest. All six Wolseleys behaved impeccably 
of course, and the weather was reasonably kind to us.

Many of the Wolseley and Gartcosh Classic and Sportscar Club members were 
shaking buckets and selling raffle tickets for Glasgow Children’s Hospital and 
Home Comforts Charity. Many thanks to Joe Kelly who works tirelessly for this 
event every year and to everyone who helped out all day. 

The day ended with dinner in the hotel’s Bannockburn Room – where Scottish 
members could bask in the success of their forebears over the English back in 
1314.

On Monday, some chose to visit the nearby Dawyck 
Botanical Gardens, whilst others headed 20 miles or so 
west for a private viewing of a wonderful collection of Albion 
vehicles, all built in Glasgow. The collection included an 
Albion bus owned by a certain Yorkshire member, who 
took little persuasion to get us all on board for a road trip 
to Biggar and back. It was a real highlight – especially 
seeing the driver’s face of a modern Optare service bus as 
he passed us going the other way!

Another fine evening meal was followed by the hotel quiz, where a carefully 
chosen team of Wolseleyites trounced the opposition. After a hearty Scottish 
breakfast, we all set off for home, having thoroughly enjoyed a grand weekend. 
We will try and organise another Peebles meet in 2021, as it is such an ideal 
base to tour from.  

Looking ahead we still have Errol on 9 June, Moffat on 10 June, Glamis on 
14 July; and Biggar on 11 August. Please let Dick ( 01592 652763) or Joe  
( 01236 874327) know if you plan to attend any of these events.
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Local member Graham Clarke kindly did all the spadework for us and with 
John Blackbourn’s assistance, organised our activities and shepherded us to 
the various locations. We particularly want to thank Graham for all his hard 
work. Most travelled down to Lymington on the Friday and stayed both nights 
in a good hotel with safe parking.

Saturday morning was spent visiting Beaulieu Motor Museum after a little 
convoy tour of the area and a photo-shoot by a lake. After a light lunch at the 
museum we followed Graham to Bucklers Hard, to visit the site of shipbuilding 
in the 18th century and their Maritime Museum. We returned to our hotel for 
a pleasant group dinner.

On Sunday morning we convoyed again, led by Graham, to Sammy Miller’s 
Motorcycle Museum at New Milton. 

Lunch followed for 
most, at the Hare 
and Hounds after 
which it was time 
to make our various 
ways home. A very 
interesting weekend 
for all. 

Thanks to Nelson 
Ferreira for the 
photographs.
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sOuTh AND WesT WALes ReGION Ernest Jones [6955]

Having received no contact from any member of the South and West 
Wales group, Janet and myself decided to go it alone this DRIve-IT-
DAY. ‘Jacko’, our trusty Wolseley 1500 had been brought out of winter 

storage a few days before and checked over, it was ready to go. 

It was our 
first drive of 
the year. The 
weather was 
o v e r c a s t 
with a few 
spots of rain: 
but after a 
tasty Sunday 
lunch and 
the clearing 
up done, we 
were both 
ready for the 
drive. 

We left home in Carmarthen about 2pm and headed along the A484 west which 
took us the 21 miles to Cenarth Falls, on the river Tivy. An absolute treat to see 
the falls and the old mill, as original as ever. Some four or five couples approach 
us and showed great interest in the Wolseley. 

Photos taken [also see cover photo!], we headed north east from Newcastle 
Emlyn along the A475, checking the church at Llandyfriog, which has an unique 
feature on the spire.  Janet had not seen it before. It also claims the resting 
place for the victim of the last recorded pistol duel in the country. Onward and 
taking an unclassified road to another beauty spot known as ‘Pont Allcafan’, 
crossing the same river Tivy – again, a new sight for my wife. We continued our 
drive on the A486 to Llandysul. This town is well known for it’s ‘white water’ 
canoeing. What a treat to watch the competitors negotiating the gates below 
the bridge on this fast-flowing stretch of the river. 

We then headed back to Carmarthen on the B4459 and the A485, arriving  
home about 6pm. We both certainly felt refreshed after the enjoyable drive in 
the Wolseley and the variety of scenery and activities we had witnessed on this 
short journey of just 59 miles. Pleased to say that ‘Jacko’ behaved impeccable 
and did not miss a beat. A Drive-it-Day to remember.    



MIDLANDs ReGION Graham Ryder [4746]

Midlands Members continue to meet North and South of Birmingham 
on the second Thursday of the month for an informal social evening 
when plans for local events and activities are discussed. Let us know 

if you wish to join us at any of the meetings so that a large enough table can be 
booked. Details on page 35.

On 13 April, our stand at the 
annual Pride of Longbridge 
event fielded four Wolseleys and 
two Morris Minors. The show 
attracted over 4,000 vehicles. 

Two local Landcrab Wolseleys were also present.  

On DRIve-IT-DAY, five Wolseleys made up most of the Open Class at the 
Birmingham Branch Morris Minor Owners Club’s rally at Witley Court – a 
delightful English Heritage property. Keith Newell’s smart 18/85 was placed 
second with a visiting Riley RM taking first place in the Open Class. 

These three 
photos are 
courtesy 
Cameron 
Shaw, 
Potteries 
Branch 
MMOC.
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The 2019 Programme of Events continues to be updated on the Regional News 
webpage: www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/news/regional-news/ (It may be necessary 
to scroll down past other Regional news items.) Links including entry forms are 
provided where available. Those without internet access can ring Jenny and 
Graham Ryder ( 0121 445 1872) for information and/or forms for any events 
listed below.  

sun 9 June: y  Classic Club Day at GWSR Toddington (GL54 5DT). Free to 
enter but must apply online. Usual train fares apply. 
sun 16 June:  y Footman James Coffee and Chrome Meeting at Chateau 
Impney, Droitwich (WR9 0BN). 9am to 12 noon. Club space for 10 cars 
reserved at this new event for Father’s Day. Up to 500 places bookable online 
– all pre-booked entries qualify for a free bacon buttie!
29-30 June: y  Lullington Open Gardens and Classic Car Show. No formal 
club presence but several Register members will attend on one or other day.  
Free to enter but should be pre-booked ( paulineblakeforge@yahoo.co.uk)
sun 30 June: y  Shenstone Open Gardens and Classic Car Display, Shenstone, 
Staffordshire. Informal afternoon gathering of Register members who may 
meet for Sunday lunch prior to the event. Check with Graham for details.
sat 13 July:  y A47 Autojumble/Classic Vehicle Show, Thurlaston Showground 
(LE9 9JE). New date for 2019. Free event, and no booking required. Will also 
be held on Bank Holiday Monday 26 August and Saturday 28 September.
sun 21 July:  y Afternoon tea run to Curborough Hall Farm Countryside 
Centre, Watery Lane, Lichfield (WS13 8ES). Classic car parking will be 
reserved from 2pm. Suggest small groups meet up locally to meet at Mabel’s 
Tea Rooms from 2.30pm. See www.curboroughcountrysidecentre.com/
mabels-tearoom for menus, from £9.50 pp. Numbers and £5 pp deposits to 
Graham and Jenny Ryder by 30 June please.
Thurs 25 July from 5pm: y  Classic cars at Thurning Feast, Peterborough 
(PE8 5RE). Evening event organised by local member in East Northants.  
It is hoped that members from the Midlands and East Anglia Regions will 
meet up at this event.
sat 28 July 12-5pm:  y South Leigh Annual Village Summer Fayre, Oxfordshire 
(OX29 6XJ).  Classic cars are invited to support this fundraising fun day, 
held on the old football field. Contact Martin Collett ( 07748 320339).
sun 25 Aug:  y Webbs Motor Show at Webbs Garden Centre, Wychbold (WR9 
0DG). Only 10 places on our club stand so let us know if you want to join.

4-6 Oct: Wolseley weekend away in Llangollen area.  y Organised by the 
Midlands Region but is open to all Register members. Local members may 
wish to join us at one or more of the places to be visited which will include 
Ponderosa Café, Llangollen Motor Museum and one or two National Trust 
properties. Contact Graham and Jenny Ryder if interested.
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Another successful 
‘ D R I v e - I T - D A Y ’ 
weekend was had by all. 

A good number of us were at 
the joint regional get-together 
in Scotland [see report p36-37]. 

Meanwhile back home in the 
North West, Mike Stanley and 
Bob Leyland enjoyed the day 
out at Astle Park [report to 
follow in the next magazine]. 

At the start of April, I took a trip up to the Lakes to view part of the first leg of 
the Flying Scotsman Rally. This year the start was from Windermere, featuring 
a line-up of just over 100 cars featuring cars dating from 1908 to 1948, covering 
a testing route of just over 600 miles over three days to Gleneagles.

Cars were being flagged away at minute 
intervals from 7.45 am, but this time I 
opted not to view the start. The actual 
route through the Lakes was kept secret 
by the organisers; the only information 
was that ‘viewing points’ would be 
available at Birker Fell in the Western 
Lakes and a check point at Irton Hall. 
While the route would follow a lot of 
minor and unclassified roads where 
practicable, I guessed correctly and 
arrived at Newby Bridge just in time to 
coincide with the first arrivals.

I saw probably half of the entrants pass 
through before moving on to see them 
again on Birker Fell and catch up with 
them again at Irton Hall. While no 
Wolseleys featured in the event it was 
nevertheless an excellent opportunity 
to see some very exotic machinery and 
chat to their equally exotic crews – men 
and women.

“Coming through!”

“No time to take in the scenery!”

“The open road beckons again...”

NORTh WesT ReGION Mike Stanley [1234] 
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A good line-up of eight of our Wolseleys, plus a guest MG, was on display at 
Gawsworth Hall near Macclesfield on Bank Holiday Monday 6 May. While it 
was nowhere near as warm as last year, it did stay fine with sunny intervals 
as the day progressed. Unlike so many other events, this one does not stipulate 
a cut-off arrival time (nor departure time) which adds to the day’s enjoyment, 
and always attracts a superb array of cars and bikes to admire. We attracted 
our share of attention from the many visitors to the show. 

Adding to the day 
was the opportunity 
to tour the Hall itself, 
a smaller, but no less 
impressive stately 
house. Thank you 
to John Platt for co-
ordinating our visit. 

We look to reporting further on events attended by our members throughout 
the year, including: 

sat 15 June: y  Astle Park 1000 Engine Rally
sun 16 June: y  Leighton Hall
sun 23 June: y  Lymm Transport Show
sun 7 July: y  Lydiate Classic Show
sun 21 July: y  Fleetwood Festival of Transport
sun 4 August:  y Lytham Hall Classic Car Show
Fri 16 to Mon 19 Aug: y  Wolseley Register National Rally at Lytham Hall
sun 25 August:  y Stanley Park Show (BVPG)
sun 1 september:  y Hoghton Tower Show
8-9 september:  y Lytham Show (BVPG)

eAsT MIDLANDs – 
LINcOLN GROuP 
Stuart Nell [743]

On 17 April we held a hastily-
arranged mid-week lunch at the 
popular venue – The Welby Arms 

in Allington.

For DRIve-IT-DAY this year, Ron Woods had organised a nice route which 
being shorter than usual enabled us to visit a couple of venues during the 
course of the day. We started at 10am at The Fox in Kelham, where we all had 
a cup of coffee. 



John and Thelma 
Marshall joined us 
at the start in their 
newly-acquired, very 
nice 16/60. Gordon 
Blackburn and his 
grandson arrived 
from Dronfield in a 
buggy which started 
life as a VW Beetle. It 
was a splendid effort 
to take part as rain 
was forecast and the 
vehicle had minimal 
weather protection. 

From Kelham we drove through Southwell 
passing by the town’s very fine Norman minster 
to Papplewick Pumping Station. This has to be 
one of the most decorative and well preserved 
Victorian pumping stations in the country. Brian 
and Margaret Huskinson in their 18/85S joined 
us there before we drove the short distance to 
Bidworth Bottoms for lunch at The Fox and 
Hounds. We were joined by Roy and Sue Carrier in their Wolseley 14/56 and 
Roger and Mel Twelvetrees in their pre-war Riley Lynx.

After lunch we continued, 
using a different route back to 
Southwell. A little way out of the 
town is the old workhouse which 
is maintained by the National 
Trust. In front of the building 
is a large plot of land which was 
used to grow fresh vegetables 
for the residents.

Noggin and Natter meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday of each 
month in Winthorpe. See page 34 for details. Please contact Stuart Nell ( 
01949 844870) if you wish to dine before a meeting so that a large enough table 
can be booked. Contact Stuart or Nev Holmes ( 01522 703045) for details of 
any of our events.
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NORTh eAsT ReGION: YORkshIRe & TYNe Tees
Peter Seaword [237] & Geoff Craggs [476]

Whilst some North East members took part in the DRIve-IT-DAY 
weekend away in Peebles [see report p36-37], some marked the date 
closer to home. Phil Spinksley in his Series III and Peter Champney 

and his co-driver in a pre-war Nine attended the event at Sherburn.

As a change from meeting for lunch at the bridge Inn, Walshford on the 
first Thursday of every month, on 6 June we have arranged a visit to the 
brilliant scarborough Fair collection of vintage transport, fairground 
rides, mechanical organs, steam engines... and much more. 

Whilst open to the public, this collection is chiefly owned be one enthusiast, 
and is housed under cover in huge new purpose-built buildings. An excellent, 
reasonably-priced cafe sells light meals and drinks; there is a dance floor and 
two Wurlitzer organs which we are told will be played during our visit. All the 
fairground rides are operational, and we are sure everyone will enjoy the day. 

We have negotiated an enty fee of £5.50 per person. The museum is open from 
10am to 4pm, and we suggest aiming to arrive by 12 noon to allow enough time 
to enjoy the attractions (and also a natter of course!) It would be good to see 
members turn up in their Wolseleys (or other classics), but you are welcome to 
come in you modern car if necessary!

If you just want to ‘turn up on the day’, that's fine, but we would appreciate an 
idea of numbers ASAP. Contact Geoff Craggs ( 01423 325488  gbcraggs@
btinternet.com). The address is Flower of May Holiday Park, Lebberston Cliff, 
Scarborough YO11 3NU.

Contact Peter ( 01132 623610) or Geoff ( 01423 325488) for details of any 
of these upcoming events:

Tue 18 June:  y Bring Your Vehicle Evening, Squires Café/Bar, Newthorpe, 
near Sherburn (LS25 5LX). Just turn up from 5pm.
29-30 June: y  NECPWA Sledmere House Rally. Forms available via Peter.
9-11 July:  y Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate Showground
sat 13 July:  y Bring Your Vehicle afternoon: Squires Cafe, Sherburn in Elmet
sun 21 July: y  NECPWA Newby Hall Rally 
sat 27 July: y  VSCC Race Meeting Cadwell Park, near Louth, Lincolnshire
sun 28 July: y  Ripon Old Cars 25th Classic Car Gathering, Ripon Racecourse. 
This is an ever popular event with many classics in attendance. For a place 
on the Register’s stand, contact Peter for a form. Closing date 19 July.
sun 11 Aug: y  1950s day at Sherburn Aero Club
sun 22 september: y  York Historic Vehicle Rally  
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eAsT ANGLIA ReGION Chris Arnold [6441]

After the disappointment of not managing to arrange a visit to the Charles 
Burrell museum for last year’s DRIve-IT-DAY, we enjoyed a great day 
there this time. Two Wolseleys, two Moggies, a Ford Pop, a Rover P4, an 

MG, a Beetle and a Morgan attracted the interest of several shoppers as they 
assembled at Morrison’s car park in the morning. 

Another MG and a Ford Zephyr joined us 
along the route, and four Wolseleys and 
another Beetle met us at the museum. Nigel 
and his partner at the museum couldn’t 
have been more welcoming and informative. 
All too soon it was time to leave and head 
for lunch at The Bell Hotel, but not before 
we brought Thetford to a standstill so that 
we could take these photos in front of the 
building.

Thanks to Brian Rouncefield for all these photographs. 
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Our monthly meetings continue at the Oliver Twist [details on page 34]. 
Upcoming events include:

Thurs 25 July from 5pm: y  Classic cars at Thurning Feast, Peterborough 
(PE8 5RE). Evening event organised by a member in East Northants. It is 
hoped that members from the Midlands will join us at this event.

14-16 Aug: Two-night “cruise” to travel as a party to the Wolseley  y
Register National Rally at Lytham hall. Paul and Jackie have put 
together a  route and identified accommodation. The first leg (Wednesday) 
will of course be the longest, stopping overnight south of Wakefield, and the 
second leg (Thursday) much shorter, with a night in a canalside hotel near 
Skipton. The more the merrier, so please contact Chris if you are interested 
in joining in. See page 2 for details of the National Rally.

sOuTh WesT ReGION Geoff Bennett [923]

We are looking forward to exhibiting three very different cars on the 
Wolseley Register stand at The Footman James Bristol Classic Car 
Show on 22-23 June – a 1933 Wolseley 21/60 ‘County’, a 1939 Series 

III 12/48 and a 1960 Wolseley 15/60.

Members and visitors will be welcomed to the club stand.  The full range of club 
merchandise will be on sale. Advance orders can be placed with Jenny Ryder, 
Regalia Manager (0121 445 1872) for collection at the show. 

Tickets are £10 in advance or £13 on the day. For more information visit www.
bristolclassiccarshows.com. Those arriving in a classic car can pay just £5 on 
the gate. No charge for children 15 years and under.

The weekend before (15-16 June), Wolseley Register members are invited to 
attend the Bath Festival of Motoring classic car and bike event organised by 
the Rotary Club of Bath to raise money for charity. Held at Walcot Rugby Club, 
Lansdown, Bath (BA1 9BJ). Enter at www.bathfestivalofmotoring.com.


