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Amy Egan, Editor [6547]

W

elcome to the 200th edition
of Wolseley World. And if
anyone doubted that we
would still have things to write about
after all this time – I’m pleased to
say I have been inundated with
contributions this time, and have only
been able to print the absolutely most
time-critical articles. All the others
will appear over the next couple of
magazines.
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I had to allow myself a little selfindulgence to dedicate three pages
to the history of the magazine and
a few anecodes from myself and our
previous Editor, Philip Ladanowski.
This is also a great opportunity for
me to highlight that once logged into
our website, members can download
full copies of every Wolseley World
as far back as Issue 52 (1994). Just
click ‘Library’ then ‘Wolseley Worlds’.
Eventually we hope to scan copies all
the way back to the start.

2019 National Rally
From the Committee
Contact Details
Welcome Aboard
Lots in store
Letters and Emails
Agatha’s adventures
Welsh Touring Weekend
Bristol Classic Car Show
FBHVC Matters
Wolseley Register Regalia
Classified Adverts
Wolseley World 200
Regional Contacts
Out and About
Australian National Rally
Deadline for next issue:
6 September 2019

Front Cover: Some of the line-up
at the South East Region’s annual
rally (photo by Sheila Simmonds).
Read more on page 38.
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Meeting up with the locals Bob Leyland [1454]

I

t is always heartening to see new members joining the Wolseley Register –
more pleasing of course is when they live nearby. This is a tale of one such
encounter.

In February, Pattie and I were out for
a drive in our 1967 Hornet when we
spotted a 1500 heading north along
the A59. We went in pursuit of the
car, the driver saw us and stopped
on a convenient grass verge. He
introduced himself as Ken Darby and
told us he had recently purchased the
car locally. Registered 61 BCJ, the
Wolseley is a Mk III, in good condition bodily and mechanically, and has a
pleasing interior. Coupled with the upholstered fragrance of ‘old car’, Ken was
pleased with his 1500. I gave him details of the Wolseley Register and was
delighted when he joined.
My friend Ben Spears is a BMC
enthusiast and owner of a concourse
Austin Maxi HL, a Triumph Vitesse
and a Triumph Dolomite. He was
keen to acquire a Wolseley 18/85,
so following a few viewings of cars
requiring much restoration, he found
a 1966 model for sale close to home in
Birkenhead. The 18/85 was an early
example, mainly original and interestingly unknown to the Register.
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DFT 926E had been supplied to its original owner in the North East, however
it had found its way to Birkenhead and for 30 years was abandoned in a shed –
forlorn and neglected. Ben struck a deal with the owner and drove the car home
via the Mersey Tunnel (brave man!) – its first outing in three decades. The 18/85
had weathered the ravages of time well. Although faded and showing several
minor dents, the bodywork was in remarkably good condition – solid and free of
corrosion. The interior, albeit rather grubby, was excellent, the original leather
being perfect.
Mechanically the car presented numerous challenges, particularly with the
steering, suspension and electrics. With the gremlins eradicated, the 18/85 was
treated to a lower half respray and upper body paint refurbishment. It now
looks resplendent – a superb example of its type.
Ben has joined the Register and both he and Ken intend to bring their cars to
the National Rally in August. Both new members live close to me, so it seemed
a hospitable gesture to invite them over with their cars. To this end, on a (very
rare) dry day, both owners and cars arrived
at my garage for a group photograph along
side my 16hp, 10hp and Hornet, known
respectively as Alice, Tilly and Hattie.
What a diverse selection of cars, and a true
reflection of the longevity and excellence of
the Wolseley marque.

25 DHCs in Sutton Coldfield Anders Clausager [0307]
Apologies that Anders’ letter did not appear in WW199 – Ed.

L

ovely to see that photo of the 25 DHC in Wolseley World 198. This is
one of two photos which can be found on www.sutton-coldfield.net/
maney.html. I think they were borrowed from a book by Marion Baxter
about Sutton Coldfield history, published in 1994 and again in 2001. I expect
Sutton Coldfield library may have a print (or even the negative) and they may
have supplied the print which Bob Leyland found in The Bishop Vesey pub.
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Both photos
were taken
locally
in
1938.
The
one from WW
198 with the
shops in the
background
was taken in
The Parade
near Queens
Street, and
this one was
taken
in
Birmingham
Road
just
above Parade, near the Cottage Hospital. I can’t easily match the locations
with anything on Google Streetview. Maybe Register members who know the
area can pinpoint the locations?
DOP 979 (issued Jan 1938) was the Wolseley company demonstrator, the car
road tested by The Autocar on 1 April 1938, and is also seen in many of the
period adverts reproduced in Clive Button’s Profile. I think it may effectively
have been the second or third car after Lord Nuffield’s DON 642 (registered
Dec 1937, car no 325/DHC/499), and DOP 979 could even have been the first
production car (car no 325/DHC/5501). However, there was also a car registered
DOJ 545 (registered July-Aug 1937) – see page 49 of the Profile. Of course DOJ
545 may not have been the real mark on that car.
[As shared in WW199] I think the photos were taken to show the type of
pedestrian crossing. They are clearly staged for the benefit of the photographer.
I guess Wolseley was very happy to provide a car for the purpose, as it was
another opportunity to get a picture of one of their cars into print.
Zebra crossings were only introduced from 1949 onwards. Since about 1934,
crossings had been marked by Belisha beacons and two rows of studs across
the road, but apparently they became increasingly disregarded by drivers. The
all-yellow crossings in Sutton Coldfield may have been a trial to find a safer
method.
Since Chris and Terry Arnold with Richard Gunn have re-created many of the
original 25 DHC period company photos, may I suggest an excursion to Sutton
Coldfield? – although I think The Parade is now pedestrianised.
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Four Wolseleys completed London to Brighton
Nelson Ferreira [7103]

W

ith an early start
from
Greenwich
Park on Sunday
2 June, both my New
Fourteen and Andrew’s
1500 made it through the
countryside, arriving midmorning at Chiddingstone
Castle.
After a brief stop and looking round the castle, we headed on to Madeira Drive,
arriving at 2pm. We were numbers 14 and 15 out of 609 cars taking part,
including two other Wolseleys – John Barnard with his Nine tourer and Peter
Towerzey with his
12/48 police car.
Needless to say, both
our cars did the run
in style and didn’t
miss a beat. We can’t
wait until next year.
Happy
motoring,
everyone!

And another four! Graham Deary [6922]

I

f you look carefully,
you’ll see I managed
to
snap
four
Wolseleys all parked
closely
together
at
Ludham Norfolk car
show on 23 June. Mine
is the 11/22 on the left.
I even managed to win
one of 20 rosettes given
out. With 204 cars
present, I thought I had
done well!
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Out and About in the Wolseley World
MIDLANDS REGION Graham Ryder [4746]

I

nformal social meetings continue to be held alternately North and South
of Birmingham on the second Thursday of the month to discuss recent and
future activities. Let us know if you wish to join us so that a large enough
table can be booked.

On Sunday 9 June, a group of seven cars
made a fine display to represent the
Midlands at GWSR Toddington. This
included two Austins and a Wolseley
16/60 brought by a non-member who
joined us for the day. Train rides
were enjoyed along the track between
Cheltenham Race Course and the new
extension to Broadway.
On Father’s Day (Sunday
16 June), six Wolseleys,
two Morris Minors and
an Austin Seven filled the
club space at the Footman
James ‘Coffee and Chrome’
morning
at
Chateau
Impney, Droitwich.
Everyone enjoyed the complimentary bacon butties and the chance to mingle
with hundreds of other classic car owners. We hope this event will be repeated
again.
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The 2019 programme of events continues to be updated on the new webpage
(www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/midlands-region-programme-of-events-for-2019).
Links including downloadable application forms are provided where available.
For those who are not online, ring Jenny and Graham Ryder ( 0121 445 1872)
for information and/or application forms for any events listed below.
yy Sun 11 Aug: Annual Classic Car Show, Staffordshire Regiment Museum,
DMS Whittington, Lichfield, (WS14 9PY): Free to enter event 10am - 4pm.
Organised by The Knot Car Club, but normal charges apply to visit the
museum. Refreshments available to purchase. Club space requested.
yy Sun 25 Aug: Webbs Motor Show at Webbs Garden Centre, Wychbold (WR9
0DG). Only 10 places on our club stand so let us know if you want to join.
yy Bank Holiday Mon 26 Aug: Classic Transport Gathering, Crich Tranway
Village, Matlock, Derbyshire (DE4 5DP). Weekend event with Midlands
members attending on Monday only. Application forms available – drivers of
classic cars admitted free of charge.
yy 14-15 Sept: Stoke Prior Steam Rally, Little Intall Fields, Stoke Pound Lane,
off Hanbury Road (B4091), Stoke Prior, Worcs (B60 4LF). Free to enter
event with many stalls and arena displays. Application forms available from
Graham Ryder for club space on either or both days.

4-6 October:
Wolseley weekend away in Llangollen area
Organised by the Midlands Region but is open to all Register members.
Local members may wish to join us at one or more of the places to be
visited which will include Ponderosa Café, Llangollen Motor Museum and
one or two National Trust properties.
A number of members have now booked to stay at:
The Chainbridge Hotel, Berwyn, Llangollen, Denbighshire (LL20 8BS)
 01978 860215  reception@chainbridgehotel.com
www.chainbridgehotel.com
Double rooms start at £79.95 per room per night including breakfast.
These can be reduced by £10 per night for single occupancy. Dinner is
available at the hotel.
Contact Graham and Jenny Ryder if interested ( 0121 445 1872
 midlands@thewolseleyregister.com).
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SOUTH EAST REGION Alan Simmonds [571]

F

or our South East Annual Rally on Sunday 9 June, we joined a classic
vehicle event at Hollycombe Steam Museum, near Liphook, Hants.
We had 11 wonderful Wolseleys on display, together with a Riley RM
belonging to ex-member Martin Maddison, who has sold his Nine.

The public showed great interest in our Wolseleys all day, making it impossible
to take any overall photos without people blocking some of our cars. We were
very lucky in that the weather (which had been mainly awful in the run-up to
Sunday) brightened and stayed dry for us until late afternoon.
We hit a deluge on the way home but hopefully some members missed the
heavy rain as it was very localised. The following day saw the whole rainfall
for a normal June month, which would have ruined our event had it been a day
earlier!
The steam-powered fair was in full
swing during the afternoon and
the little quarry engine did its bit
manfully, in pulling the visitors’ train.
Hollycombe is a unique collection of old,
vintage working fairground rides still
powered by original steam engines. It
is as much fun for the parents as for
the many children visiting the fair.
The last time we held a rally at Hollycombe was 1995. We were very pleased
with the attendance – but many more could have joined us from West Sussex
and Hampshire – where were you?
Thanks to Sheila Simmonds for the photographs, including the cover photo.
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DALE’S DALES – A TOUR FOR THE North West and
North East groups Dale Lodge [6710]

O

n 18 June, I guided a tour for
the northern groups around
Wharfedale and Nidderdale.
Peter Seaword brought his New
Fourteen from Leeds to join Keith
Atkinson’s Series III 12/48, Vic and
Thelma Waddilove’s 1100, the 1300s
of Colin Briggs and Mike Stanley, Bob
Langston’s Series I Morris 8 Tourer and
Dale’s Austin Healey Sprite MkIII.
Members met at Embsay station, with a leisurely departure time allowing for
some to take a round trip on the first service of the day hauled by a standard
gauge engine, and others to sample the café. The route first took the narrow
but very scenic lane to Bolton Abbey. Passing the Priory Church and Barden
Tower, drivers enjoyed spectacular views of the Wharfedale before descending
into Burnsall. A steepish climb out and steady drive brought us through
Grassington and to Dibble’s Bridge.
Greenhow Hill provided a test of nerve and brakes, but we all turned into
the car park at Pateley Bridge safe and ready for a brew. Next we headed for
Brimham Rocks for a photo call, then continued down the rough, steep and
narrow Hartwith Bank into Summerbridge.
We headed for the Brewers
Fayre at Gargrave where
we enjoyed an early
evening meal outside and
reflected on a thoroughly
enjoyable day.
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NORTH WEST REGION Mike Stanley [1234]

W

e had a good
selection
of
Wolseleys across
the two days (1 and 2
June) for Tatton Park.
We’ve loyally attended this
event for around 20 years,
however the autojumble and the turn out of both exhibits and the public all
seemed to be lacking. The weather may have been a factor.
Despite this, we enjoyed the weekend, enhanced by fellow members and
interested members of the public visiting our stand. We hope to return next
year, despite rumours that the organisers may start charging the exhibitors.
Uncertainty about the weather affected our second ‘Outing’ of the year on
Tuesday 9 July. This was planned to link in with the gathering at British
Aerospace’s Canberra Club in the evening. A quick ‘ring-round’ on the Monday
evening brought agreement that we would still meet up at Samlesbury Hall but
be prepared to modify arrangements as necessary.
In the event, while there was
moisture in the air, we chose
to spend a little longer looking
around the hall before setting
off to see the Pendle area
(though the low cloud meant
we didn’t even catch a glimpse
of Pendle itself!).
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After lunch in Clitheroe, we motored on to have a look at the Pendle Heritage
Centre in Barrowford. Travelling back to BAe, the opportunity was taken to
view the Register’s new archive unit, with positive comment. Although the
weather was by now a bit brighter, it had deterred many usual attendees from
coming – only about 45 cars were present.
Our next Outing will likely be in September; watch for details in due course on
the website or our Northern Newsletter. Other upcoming events include:
yy 24-26 Aug: Oulton Park Gold Cup. In a change to the booking system, each
car entered gets one free ticket covering all three days. Any passengers will
need to buy a ticket in advance at www. oultonparkgoldcup.com. Saturday
is a practice day when you will be very welcome to attend but the hope is to
have our space well supported on Sunday and Monday. To book your space
on our stand (max 8 cars), please contact Clive Button ( 01829 741197
 button5@btinternet.com) with details of the car and driver, a contact
mobile phone number and the day(s) you would like to attend.
yy Sun 25 Aug: Stanley Park Show (BVPG)
yy Sun 1 Sept: Hoghton Tower Show
yy 8-9 Sept: Lytham Show (BVPG)

NORTH EAST REGION: Yorkshire & Tyne Tees

Peter Seaword [237] & Geoff Craggs [476]

O

ur June monthly 12/30
Club
meeting
was
replaced by a visit to
the Scarborough Fair Museum,
where we had a display area in
the coach park and a reduced
rate entry fee to the museum.
Opened fairly recently but
being continually expanded
with new exhibits and rides,
this museum includes one of the
largest collections of organs in
the country and includes a fine
and varied selection of vehicles.
The majority are of pre-second
World War manufacture, with
a number dating from the first
World War period – and all in
good working order.
41

At £1 a time, are all of the fairground rides are available to be sampled.
Regrettably we only had three Wolseleys on display but ten members and guests
attended to enjoy the rides and the museum cafeteria. We were delighted that
Steve and Paula Hunt were able to join us from Derbyshire in their fine 1500.
Steve, as usual, was keen to get his hands on one or other of the fine concert
organs which played period music whilst we dined. A most enjoyable day in
a really splendid facility and atmosphere. We really must repeat the visit –
perhaps next time at a weekend.
Regrettably we had only one member and no Wolseleys at the Sheffield Museum
open night on 15 May. You missed a good evening at another growing museum
where we were well entertained and fed and watered.
On 9 June at the 51st East Coast Run which runs from Hull to Bridlington I
only noted non-member cars – two Mini Hornets and one 1500 at the coastline
finish at Sewerby Fields. Similarly at the Sherburn ‘Bring Your Vehicle Night’
at Squires Café there were only two members but this time one Wolseley as
well. This event is growing in attendance slowly since we no longer meet at
Rufforth, and there was a good selection of vehicles.

On 28 May, long service awards were presented by Life President Geoff Craggs
BEM, to Kevin Metcalfe and Andy Hodgson at Kevin’s premises at Thornton
Le Street. Moving on to Gateshead, we presented awards to joint members Ben
and Ruth Armistead (pictured with one of their two 1934 Wolseley Nines)and
Barry Munro. Lilian Johnston was unable to attend, so her award was posted
and has since been acknowledged.
Contact Peter ( 01132 623610) or Geoff ( 01423 325488) for details of any
of these upcoming events:
yy Sun 11 Aug: 1950s day at Sherburn Aero Club
yy Sun 22 September: York Historic Vehicle Rally
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EAST ANGLIA REGION Chris Arnold [6441]

O

ur line up of six cars must have really impressed the judges at the
Crowland Show as we came away with the ‘Best Club Stand’ award.
We certainly had a steady stream of admirers during the day. We were
joined by a 1500 MkI belonging to a Peterborough resident but was not known
to the Register, who we hope to see again soon.
The next weekend, Roland picked up this lovely glass for
the ‘Best Visitors Classic Vehicle’ at the Staughton Show.
Our monthly meetings continue at the Oliver Twist [details
on page 34]. By my count, our 100th Noggin and Natter
will be in December which will also be our Christmas
meal. Details to follow – we hope many of you can join us
to celebrate!
We have a few outings planned for July which will be
reported on next time. On Saturday 10 August, a few of us will be at the Wings
and Wheels show at Fenland Airfield. Let me know if you are interested in
joining us.

EAST MIDLANDS – LINCOLN GROUP Stuart Nell [743]

F

our members of the Lincoln Group entered the Tour of Lincs 100 on
12 May – an annual event organised by the Rotary Club of Sleaford to
raise money for the Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire Air
Ambulance service.
However, due to a combination of factors, it was only Stuart Ingamells in his
4/50 who ended up taking part, although there was also a non-member Wolseley
6/90 on the run. The day started at Pennells Garden Centre at South Hykeham,
accompanied by the obligatory bacon rolls and coffee.
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Making its way northwards, the route went through the attractive Trent valley
to a lunch stop at the Humber Bridge Country Hotel. After lunch, the run took
a more easterly route through the Lincolnshire Wolds, finishing at The Twin
Lakes Centre near Horncastle. Stuart reported that it was a most enjoyable day
out with excellent weather.

We asked to display a number of cars for the Village Carnival in Allington on 7
July – again fundraising for the Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire
Air Ambulance service. In all, 29 of us met for an early Sunday lunch at the
popular Welby Arms. Most of us then went out to see the flypast by a Spitfire
from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.
Wolseleys were the best represented marque at the display and we came quite
close to having one of each post-war Wolseley there. We must not however
forget Roy Carrier’s very pretty pre-war 14/56.
Noggin and Natter meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday of
each month in Winthorpe [see page 34 for details]. Please contact Stuart Nell
( 01949 844870) if you wish to dine before a meeting, so that a large enough
table can be booked. Upcoming events in our area include:
yy 10-11 Aug: MVA Rally at Thoresby Hall. Contact Nev Holmes for details
( 01522 703045).
yy Sun 11 Aug: Petwood Summer Concours, Woodhall Spa. Contact Stuart.
yy Sat 24 Aug: 2019 Grimsthorpe Speed Trials.
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