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Sadly we have lost a number 
of friends and family since 
the pandemic began – many 

were not related to Covid-19 but the 
restrictions have meant we were 
not able to give them the send-off 
we would have wanted. Stuart Nell, 
‘leader’ of the East Midlands/Lincoln 
Group and former National Secretary 
sadly passed away in June – see 
pages 10-11 for tributes from some of 
his friends.
 
Although some activities can resume 
as we are coming out of lockdown, I 
have ‘written off’ all events for 2020, 
so any that are able to go ahead will 
be a bonus. Please keep an eye on 
our website, facebook and regional 
newsletters for updates on any events 
and shows. At the time of writing, the 
organisers of the NEC Classic Car 
Show in November are optimistic.



Marking a national 
holiday in Norway
Rolf Schau [2317]

In Norway, we celebrate our 
independence and constitution of 1814 
on 17 May with a big holiday. The 

streets are usually filled with children’s 
parades and brass bands – very much 
a family affair with everybody dressed 
in their very best. This year of course, 
things have been very different. But there 
was no ban on driving our shiny toys in 
improvised parades. Here is my wife and I in our 1958 1500, and fellow Register 
member Øyvind Bay and family in his 1934 Nine. 

Even our King and Queen took their big open Buick 1939 for a drive in Oslo – 
deciding to go to where the people were, as official parades were cancelled. It 
was not announced beforehand, so it was a tremendous surprise. Of course it 
got a lot of media attention. A good day for all old car lovers!
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Carry on Camping Brian Palasis [7078]

It was our plan to visit the International Vintage Caravan Rally this year in 
the UK, meaning to come with our Wolseley and our 1929 Eccles caravan on 
their own wheels. But then came Corona... you know the rest. 

The rally is adjourned 
to next year – so 
maybe then we have 
the possibility to 
come to UK with 
our vintage team. If 
Beaulieu will happen 
this year, it would be 
fantastic – we will 
see. Best wishes from 
northern Germany.

OVeRseAs NeWs
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A small story about a Dutch Wasp
Hans van Ravenzwaaij [7294]

About a year ago, I offered my Vauxhall 
Cresta 1956 for sale. I normally restore 
English and Canadian cars, both military 

WWII and civilian. Morris – MG – Triumph 
– Mini – Willy’s or Ford Jeep – Fordson Ford 
and Chevrolet Canada. The Vauxhall was a 
special case, and after a technical restoration 
and inspection, she allowed me to get a new 
owner. 

The prospective owner was a firefighter. His 
story: He had a 1935 Wolseley Wasp, which 
had been in the Netherlands since December 
1977. But he couldn’t get the engine to run. 
She looked good, had been restored and would 
be on L.P.G. The sale of the Vauxhall Cresta 
fell through until days later he came up with 
the offer “Exchange for the Wolseley?” After 
looking at the photos many times and some 
restless nights, I decided to take the chance. 
I also thought such a top model should be 
saved.

A transporter came to get a damaged MGB, 
and I asked them to pick up my new Wasp 
on the way. Suddenly, she was here! First 
impression: Doesn’t look bad! Nice colour green 
with black and good tyres, but then… A life-
threatening L.P.G. installation for the engine, 
repair carburettor, ignition, alternator, wiring 
(one colour black).

Eventually the engine was running so I could 
drive the Wasp. A hell of a racket at the bottom, 
Cardan [driveshaft? – Ed] seriously broken. How 
can a fireman destroy so much? Unbelievable! 
Restored? Steel putty is not wood! Thus a lot of 
welding, murdering thousands of woodworms 
and playing carpenter. Much leather of the 
cushions replaced and/or repair floor covering 
replaced. Extra temperature gauge mounted, 
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Facebook conversation: Name that Wolseley!

Wolseley Register
This 1912 Chilean advert was posted on Twitter by 
Publichilensis: Un Siglo de Automovil en Chile. But 
we’re not sure what model it is. Can anyone help?!
[Initially shared with us by Michael Seaword]

wipers repaired. Colour wiring replaced, brakes done all around, shock absorber 
replaced and gimbal overhauled. Everything derusted and painted, all missing 
trim strips, hubcaps, hood hooks etc. mounted.

There is now a neat Dutch Wasp that is also fun to drive. You can see from the 
pictures what makes it Dutch. Double wipers, windshield washers, double rear 
view mirrors, rear lights on both rear fenders, license plate on rear bumper with 
lighting no. ANWB and WW sign on front bumper. All of this would have been 
impossible without the care and support of our members Andy and Graham for 
the missing parts and David for the real axle parts. Thank you all and have fun 
with your Wolseleys, mine of which accidentally ended up in IJmuiden (North 
Holland).

Henk schuuring 
Picture late 1912 Wolseley 16-20HP Cabrio-

Phaeton the 
Chilean car 
has a longer 
wheelbase and 
bonnet, so a 
Wolseley 24-
30HP Cabrio-
Phaeton is 
more likely.

Andrew Plummer 
Yes, a 1912 24/30 Cabriolet. 
This is the same drawing from 
1913 2nd edition brochure 
(printed 11/12). The drawing 
also appears in 1st edition 
printed a month earlier.
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I hope you will find the following selection 
of anniversaries of interest and agree 
they are cause for celebration this year, 

albeit that it will now be virtually. 

125 YeARs (1895) – The construction of the first ‘Wolseley’ started in 1895, 
when Herbert Austin claims he built his first tri-car, based on a Leon Bollee 
design ‘in secret’. It is certainly true that patents were filed for parts of the car 
in 1895, and it is highly probable that the car wasn’t completed until 1896. The 
year 1895 was clearly on the minds of the Wolseley Car company because they 
used it in advertising as early as 1915, to establish that the company had been 
making cars for 20 years.

120 YeARs (1900) – The first four-wheeled Wolseley, a Voiturette, built to 
Herbert Austin’s design in 1898-99 was used very successfully in the 1,000 Mile 
Trial in 1900, held from 24 April to 12 May with Austin driving. It was fitted 
with a single-cylinder 3.5 hp engine which was mounted transversely with a 
horizontal cylinder, setting the pattern for later production models. Although 
the Voiturette was advertised for sale at £270, it remained a one-off.

100 YeARs (1920) – The first Overhead Camshaft engines were fitted to two 
Wolseley models – 10hp and 15hp and were launched in this year, following 
the experience of manufacturing Hispano-Suiza aero engines under licence at 
Adderley Park during World War I. A Torpedo bodied sports car was previewed 
at the British Motor Show held at Olympia. 

Following the December 1919 design, when Wolseley first adopted the famous 
W, which became fondly known as the “Wobble – U”, The laurel wreath was 
added, and the badge we know and love was first used on production vehicles.

90 YeARs (1930) – In April 
1930, the Hornet, one of the most 
successful Wolseleys ever made, 
was launched as a two-door saloon 
(either in 15cwt fabric or 16cwt 
coachbuilt forms), with a three-
speed gearbox and a vertically-
mounted Dynamo. They were priced 
at £175 and £185 respectively.  

Anniversaries for 2020
Andrew McAdam [1856]
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The 1271cc 12hp straight six was a very logical development of the Morris 
Minor 847cc ohc engine, which was manufactured in Birmingham by Wolseley 
from 1928. Some 30-35,000 Hornets were produced in a variety of bodies and 
engine sizes  – including some that were supercharged – up to 1936. This helped 
the model to enjoy success on many motoring circuits and European trials. 
Alongside this launch, another six-cylinder o.h.c. model – a cut price version 
of the 16/45 – the Viper saloon, was announced in August 1930 at only £285. 
During a road test by The Autocar, a top speed of 61.64 mph was measured. It 
only lasted in production until 1932, by which time a paltry 2,200 examples had 
been made. 

85 YeARs (1935) – The Wasp, New Hornet and New Fourteen were launched 
in May 1935. The New Fourteen became the first Wolseley to use a new number 
sequence starting at 501 with the same number and chassis number.

The Super Six range was launched on Friday 11 October (the eve of the Motor 
Show) at Grosvenor House, London, and was described by Lord Nuffield as 
“Elegance, Comfort and High Performance”. Three models were available in 
short wheelbase form and used Overhead Valve Engines, a 16hp – 2062cc 63.5 
bhp, a 21hp – 2916cc 81bhp and a 25hp – 3485cc 100bhp which had saloon or 
coupe bodies fitted. Also a long wheel base 25hp version was also manufactured 
with a Limousine or Landaulette body.

75 YeARs (1945) – After the end of World War II, the Series III 12/48 and 
14/60s production was restarted in December, and made for the civilian market. 
The 18/85 Series III had also been put back into manufacture in October, along 
with Army versions of the same model. 

65 YeARs (1965) – The Wolseley 24/80, 
which had a six-cylinder version of the 
BMC 1622cc engine, (only available in 
Australia) was dropped from production 
in September by BMC Australia, due to 
poor sales. The last Wolseley 1500 Mk 
III, a CKD model, leaves the production 
line in August, after a run of eight years 
and a grand total of 100,685 examples. 
This made it the most successful model ever produced by Wolseley. 

45 YeARs (1975) – The last Wolseley model ever – The “Wedgeley”, designed 
by Harris Mann, and code named “ADO.71” was launched in April under the 
slogan “the car that’s got it altogether”. Sadly the last of these 18/22 Series 
cars with a Wolseley badge was made in September, after only about 2,500 
examples had been produced.
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Out and About in the Wolseley World

CORONAVIRus / COVID-19

It remains unlikely that any of the planned activities and events for 2020 will 
be able to go ahead, so please check with local contacts nearer to the time of 
any event you were hoping to attend.

MIDLANDs ReGION Graham Ryder [4746]

Regular meetings are still on hold until restrictions are lifted to allow 
indoor dining for larger groups. Meetings will resume when possible 
alternately North and South of Birmingham at the Parson and Clerk, 

Streetly or the Royal Oak, Catshill on the second Thursday of the month. 

Contact has been made with some members by phone or email during lockdown, 
and the Midlands Programme of Events continues to be updated on the Register 
website with links to further details and application forms where available. 
Alternatively, ring Jenny and Graham Ryder  0121 445 1872 for confirmation 
that events are still going ahead. At the time of going to print, we’re planning:

sat 27 July – Classic Car Display at Thurning Feast, Thurning, • 
Peterborough, Pe8 5Re: East Northants village fundraising event 
organised by a local Register member. 
sun 2 Aug – ‘Middleton Motors Monthly’ at Middleton Hall, Tamworth • 
B78 2Ae: This popular event resumed in July. Contact Graham Ryder to see 
if pre-booking of limited numbers is available for 2 Aug, 6 Sept or 4 Oct.  
For details, see www.middleton-hall.co.uk/product/middleton-motors-show-
vehicle. Open 11am-4pm, entry is £5 per car.
sun 30 Aug – Annual Classic Motor show at Webbs Garden Centre, • 
Wychbold, near Droitwich, WR9 0DG: Please advise if you wish to be 
included in the club stand – maximum 10 places available.
19-20 sept – stoke Prior steam Rally, Bromsgrove, Worcs, B60 4LF: • 
Please advise if you wish to join our club stand on either or both days.
sun 25 October – stoneleigh Restoration show, Warwickshire:•   Stand 
space will be requested if this one-day event goes ahead.

CAN We HeLP YOu seT uP A VIRTuAL MeeTING? 

If you are interested in setting up a new Wolseley meeting in your area, or 
for advice about trialling a ‘virtual’ meeting, please get in touch with Groups 
Liaison Officer Chris Arnold. 

 01945 587004  groupliaison@wolseleyregister.co.uk
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sOuTH eAsT ReGION Stewart Payne [1612]

It is somehow befitting, for people familiar with the “old” technology that 
lies under the bonnets of our Wolseley cars, that my suggestion of using 
something as revolutionary and modern as conference calling should fall 

on deaf ears.

Earlier in the year, the six-member committee of the SE Region had agreed 
that meeting every month was not necessary. Instead, we planned to gather 
regularly in our cars during the summer months for a local weekend meet, and 
hoped that this would have more appeal to other members.

Our more formal pub meetings would continue to take place, perhaps on a 
quarterly basis, to conduct Register business.

Then along came the pandemic which put paid to any kind of meeting. Hence 
my email to my committee colleagues suggesting that we could hold a Zoom 
conference call. The response? Well, there wasn’t one! 

To be fair, Nelson Ferreira did reply to say he was prepared to dip his toe in the 
water and give it a go. But as for the rest, to borrow from Lewis Carroll’s The 
Walrus and the Carpenter: “Answer came there none”.

I think we would all much rather wait until we can meet in person and I was 
neither surprised nor concerned at the lack of enthusiasm for my tentative 
proposal. 

However, all of this means that I have little to report. There is no indication 
of any rallies or gatherings taking place – even under the current relaxing of 
lock-down measures - as the complex rules on how people may meet continue to 
severely restrict such activities. 

It is to be hoped that late-summer and autumn may see us all out and about in 
our cars, but is impossible to say as this stage.

The most encouraging thing has been the steady flow of new members to the 
Register, despite the challenging times. Quite a few of them live in the South 
East, and I have been in touch to welcome them all.

One has joined in advance of actually owning a Wolseley. He has a small 
private collection of classic cars which includes two MGs, a couple of Jaguars 
and Austins, a Humber, a Triumph and a Sunbeam. Now he is actively looking 
for a Wolseley 6/110 and a 14 or 18. The Register is assisting him in his search 
and we look forward to meeting him, and his cars, in due course.
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NW members finally met up (at a safe distance) again after three months. The 
hottest day of the year saw 12 of us have a picnic lunch in the grounds at the 
Archive Store before some moved on to Downham for an ice cream, leaving those 
who were too hot for travel to catalogue more manuals in the store!

NORTH WesT ReGION Mike Stanley [1234] 

Although the easing(?) of lockdown restrictions are slowly coming into 
effect, there is no sign of any local events being restored to the calendar. 
We will however be doing our very best to stage some ‘low-key’ runs, 

details of which will be circulated via our regional Newsletter once confirmed. 
We respect our members’ own discretion in their desire to join in, as the 
coronavirus situation varies widely across our region. At the time of writing, 
Pendle and Blackburn-with-Darwen are two local ‘hot-spots’ of infection!

I have been taking the time to look at my diaries and photo collection, reflecting 
on past events with much pleasure. Our National Rallies – always strongly 
supported by NW members – are my favourites. From the early days of ‘going 
solo’ at Avoncroft in 1986, I have been 
delighted to be able attend, along with many 
of our long-serving NW members, all of these 
up to present. We met up at a garage at the 
junction of the A49/A556, from where we 
travelled on in convoy (usually of 7 or 8 cars) 
to Avoncroft, stopping for lunch en route. 
Happy days. 

The opportunity to travel in such a convoy in 
these days of much heavier and faster traffic is unlikely. Using the quieter 
roads of our area, we will get our cars out and about as soon as we can. I hope 
we will have a more positive report next time. Stay safe, everyone.

NORTH eAsT ReGION Peter Seaword [0237]

Our 12:30 club venue, The Bridge at Walshford, is now opening for lunches 
but we do not feel it is appropriate to recommence our meetings just yet 
– for perhaps a couple of months. Please see our Northern Newsletter 

for updates.


