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After the previous magazine 
went to print, it was 
announced that the Classic 

Car Show at the NEC would not be 
going ahead, despite the organisers’ 
best intentions. This was not really 
a surprise, but it really signified the 
end of a sadly sparse 2020 calendar.

This means I’ve had to pull up a lot of 
articles from my reserves, and I really 
do need some more contributions 
from you now to help fill the next 
edition! I don’t want to resort to 
reprinting things from the archives. 
We have had a few outings reported 
in the regional pages, and just as I 
was deliberating what to put on the 
cover, I was delighted to hear about 
Roger and Will Twelvetrees’ antics at 
Goodwood. It turns out you can find 
things to do with your car – you just 
have to think outside the box!

Finally, I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and hope the New Year 
has brighter prospects for us all.
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A wise choice
Michael Seaword 
[7273]

This photo of 
Edinburgh City 
Police’s first 

motorised vehicle was 
shared on Twitter 
by John Duncan  
(@newbattleatwar). 
General consensus 
seems to be it’s a 
Wolseley, and that the picture dates from around 1914. 

Poets’ corner

Chris Arnold [6441]

My three-year-old grandson 
has started singing a song he 
picked up at playschool, and 

I’m not sure I’m too happy with it...

Twinkle twinkle chocolate bar
My grandad’s got a rusty car
Push the starter and pull the choke
Off we go in a cloud of smoke!

David Barker [6638]

A member looks upon a recently 
restored Wolseley with fantastic 
paintwork... Sung, to the tune 

of Amazing Grace: 

Amazing Bling! 
How sweet the sight 
Of such a Wol as you...

Jeffrey Bridges [569]

I have been meaning to send this 
for some time, thinking of the 125 
years of Wolseley. My much-loved 

grandma Ethel Bridges was born in 
1884 in Aylesbury. She remembered 
the first motor cars and used to recite 
the following rhyme which she had 
learnt as a child (mind you, she started 
work aged 13!)

Motor car, motor car
Oh! what a wonderful thing you are
Driving along in a cloud of dust
Is it because you really must!
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YouTube star
Bob Leyland [1454]

None of us need a 
reminder that 
we are living in 

times of uncertainty, 
coupled with a relative 
absence of classic car 
events. Many of us 
have looked at other 
avenues to pursue our 
passion and connection to the old care movement.
 
I have in recent months taken an interest in the internet and the wealth of 
information available online relating to the classic car world. At this point I 
should say I am a complete technophobe on all things computer-related – I have 
never owned one, relying on letter writing and the postal service.
 
Through Scotch Piper Classics, I was introduced to Edward Westby, a young 
man who has an online YouTube channel called Twin-Cam. Edward’s speciality 
is producing classic car videos. He expressed an interest in filming our 1968 
Wolseley Hornet Mk III. To this end, I set up a suitable location on the farm 
in West Lancashire where the car is garaged. We undertook the filming in 
mid-September – fortunately the weather was favourable and we were able to 
produce a 15-minute video, edited from over five hours of filming!
 
Edward researched the history, inception, production details and character of 
these excellent BMC cars, and for the most part presented a factual and well-
informed video. The subtitle of a ‘posh Mini’ is a whimsical take on the standard 
BMC product. Our Hornet is the second Wolseley in Edward’s catalogue as he 
has previously screened Ben Spears’ 18/85. This was one of his earlier videos, 

well-researched but 
regrettably containing 
a glaring error in 
crediting the Wolseley 
Owners’ Club rather 
than the Wolseley 
Register! 

This faux-pas has been 
pointed out to Edward, 
and hopefully can be 
rectified!
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The Hornet video (www.youtube.com/watch?v=DidnQ4ELJ78) went live on 
4 October, and clocked up over 65,000 views in the first 10 days. The 18/85 
video (www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRuWPE4dBD0) published 13 months 
earlier has around 153,000 views to date. Comments on the Hornet have been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

How pleasing that 
the noble name of 
Wolseley has reached 
an audience previously 
unfamiliar with the 
marque.

If you would you like 
your car to be in a video, 
email twincamcars@
gmail.com

Wolseley 1500 stars as Joe Biden’s Irish cousins 
celebrate his presidential victory 
Stewart Payne [1612]

Did you see the photograph (Getty Images) that appeared in many 
newspapers in November? It shows Joe Biden’s Irish family including 
his cousin Joe Blewitt, gathered at Ballina, Co Mayo, standing in front 

of classic cars – that included a Wolseley 1500!

Not only were distant 
relatives gathered 
in the town square, 
but many other 
locals, parading in 
cars that included a  
flash American 
red open-top Buick 
Electra with Elvis 
cushions in the back 
and, incongruously 
…a Wolseley 1500.



Last winter, the excessive cold 
‘snap’ during December and 
January left a trail of cracked 

cylinder blocks, radiators and other 
vulnerable parts of the internal 
combustion engine.
 
Many motorists are ignorant that 
a ‘comprehensive’ insurance policy  
covers frost damage, yet insurance 
companies paid out thousands of 
pounds last winter because of the 
damage caused by the excessive and 
unexpected cold.
 
Frost damage hardly appears allied with accidental damage, which is, of course, 
covered by a ‘comprehensive’ policy, and this is probably the reason why owners 
overlook the additional cover granted. It is as well to be acquainted with the 
policy conditions, however, before the time to make a claim arrives.
 
There is a condition in every insurance policy which reads something like this: 
“The insured shall take all reasonable precautions to safeguard the vehicle 
described in the schedule from loss or damage.”
 
A ReAsONABLe PROVIsO

The insurance companies, therefore, are quite entitled to make enquiries to find 
out whether the vehicle has been properly and reasonably protected against 
frost damage. But what constitutes ‘reasonable’ precautions? Is it essential for 
an anti-freeze mixture to be used in the radiator, and, failing such a precaution, 
will an insurance claim be turned down?
 
It is perhaps dangerous to dogmatise, and attention must be paid to the district 
in which the car has been used. In the south of England, frost damage is not 
so likely and the owner is absolved from taking the precautions which would 
be demanded of an owner in the north, where severe frost is a normal Winter 
condition.

30

FROsT DAMAge and its place amongst 
accidental damage as defined by the insurance policy
By Ralph Osborne, from the Morris Owner magazine January 1940,  
shared with permission of the Morris Register
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The next point which the insurance companies consider is the time between  
the date of the commencement of the cold spell and the date on which the 
damage is actually caused. If the conditions have been prevalent for several 
days, then owners have had fair warning and should have taken some of the 
common steps to prevent their engines being frozen.

If frost has existed for several days during which a car has been left out of  
doors for lengthy periods without protection, or a car has been left standing for 
a long period in an unheated garage without the water being drained off and 
without anti-freeze mixture, then only the owner himself is to blame if he is 
refused compensation.

ACT AT ONCe

The careful owner takes immediate steps on the occurrence of frost to protect 
his engine, so that if, in spite of this protection, damage is caused he has no 
fear that his claim will not be met. Where a new radiator block is necessary, 
the owner may be asked to make some contribution to cover the wear and tear 
on the old block.

Last winter’s supplies of anti-freeze mixture were entirely exhausted owing to 
the sudden demand. This year the position will be worse if there is another cold 
spell, because one of the ingredients of all anti-freeze mixtures is used in the 
manufacture of munitions.

The prudent owner will have made arrangements to meet Jack Frost before he 
knocks on the door.

Image: From Lockeed Brakemaster advert, 1957 
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Out and About in the Wolseley World

MIDLANDs RegION Graham Ryder [4746]

A few local members and other classic 
car enthusiasts spotted the Festival 
of Transport was happening at the 

Three Counties Showground in Malvern on 
11 October, and tentatively ventured out. 
Numbers were low enough to allow social 
distancing, and masks were worn when 
patronising the outdoor stalls. 

Connie and Alan Perry displayed their 
short wheelbase 1938 25hp Saloon, 
recently back on the road after a four-
year mechanical restoration. 

Two other Wolseleys were spotted, and 
other Register members attended in non-
Wolseleys. We plan to apply for a club 
stand if this event is held in 2021.

Other Midlands members are keeping 
busy – two are working on restoring 
two 1960s Hornets. Robert Hogg 
has been working on his 1966 Mk II. 
Having recently been shot-blasted and 
protectively painted, the body shell is 
now undergoing panel reconstruction 
prior to painting. 

Since being exhibited at the 2019 
Practical Classics Restoration Show 
at the NEC, the front end of John  
Underhill’s 1969 Mk III has been 
reconstructed and resprayed.

As soon as restrictions allow, monthly 
meetings will resume and members very 
much look forward to seeing each other and their Wolseleys again.
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sOuTH eAsT RegION Stewart Payne [1612]

If life has seemed somewhat monochrome under two periods of lockdown, 
then it is appropriate that SE Region member Nelson Ferreira should have 
provided me with a superb black and white photograph of a recent outing 

in his 1935 New Fourteen to accompany this report.

An outing! Yes, some 
of us have been using 
our Wolseleys during 
the restrictions.  
Nelson, who is also 
a member of our 
regional committee, 
took advantage of 
a fine Autumn day 
between lockdowns 
to head off to 
visit the Grade II 
listed post mill at 
Lowfield Heath, 
near Charlwood in 
Surrey.

I, too, have been out and about in my Wolseley 4/44 but, sadly, we have not 
met as a group and are unlikely to do so until the New Year. Traditionally we 
would have a pub Christmas lunch in the diary by now. But, at the time of 
writing, pubs have been required to shut again, unable to reopen until early 
December.

Within our ranks of SE Region stalwarts, are members who have to be 
extremely cautious to avoid the risk of catching the virus, and the serious 
health implications as a consequence. This is our reality. A quick check with 
committee members indicated most felt that a Christmas gathering, which 
would most likely be restricted to six per table with no social interaction, was 
hardly worthwhile. And we cannot even guarantee that rules will have changed 
again to ban such a gathering.

So, we will wait and see. I plan to make a provisional booking for a New Year 
pub lunch sometime in January or February and, if this can happen, the toast 
will be to a much better 2021 and to a restoration of rallies and gatherings.

I did manage to make a trip north to visit Mike Stanley, the Wolseley Register’s 
librarian, at the archive premises near Blackburn, where I handed over the 



eAsT ANgLIA RegION Chris Arnold [6441]

A number of us took 
the opportunity to 
meet for a socially 

distanced picnic the day 
before the ‘Rule of Six’ came 
into force. The weather was 
fantastic and a good line-
up of cars made it to St 
Helen’s car park in Thetford 
Forest. My 25 joined Hugh 
Langham’s 8 and Roland’s 
6, making a Wolseley score 
of 39! Two non-Wolseley 
classics and other friends 
joined us and a great day 
was had by all. 

Before leaving, we went down to see 
the tiny church of All Saints Santon. 
Thanks to Roland for suggesting the 
site, and to everyone who joined us.

Of course since then, the restrictions 
have become tighter again so our 
monthly Zoom virtual meetings have 
continued whilst we wait for the green 
light to meet in a pub like we used to. 
Please do join us next time – you won’t 
regret it! Just contact me for the meeting details.

39

many files and magazines donated by my predecessor as SE secretary, Alan 
Simmonds. My thanks to Mike and Colin Briggs for the hospitality and the 
thoughtfully-provided and very welcome meat pie and a cuppa. This handover 
was to have happened at the National Rally. But when that was postponed a 500-
mile round trip became rather necessary as the boxes of files and publications 
were taking up a lot of space and I was under instructions to shift them! 

On behalf of the SE Region, I wish all Register members a happy Christmas 
and a much-better New Year, when life hopefully reverts to colour from the 
monochrome of 2020.
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eAsT MIDLANDs LINCOLN gROuP  D S Reid [5481]

Obviously another quiet period of time not helped by more COVID 
restrictions, so we are curfewed and corralled once again. Unfortunately, 
added to these woes I have to report that we have lost another of our 

family. Sue Guest, widow of our much respected member Karl. Sue passed away 
after a long illness bravely fought.

Karl, many of you will remember left us last September having battled with 
cancer for at least three years as well as being Sue's main carer. He was an AA 
man who served for some 27 years and always impressed with his knowledge 
of many vehicles. He had one ‘missing link’ – Hondas! I told him I once had 
a company car which was a Triumph Acclaim which I believe had a Honda 
engine, his reply to this piece of information was that he had never been called 
out to a Honda so he wouldn’t know. Another story of his caring was at the  
Tour of Lincs 100 in 2016. He stopped to rescue a fellow traveller in an over-
heated Jaguar MkVII (old habits die hard!), while the rest of us drove on.

They were a lovely couple to know, and we of the Lincoln Group do miss them.

NORTH eAsT RegION Peter Seaword [0237]

Regretfully there’s nothing much to report yet again for our region. We 
have decided that our plans for a New Year luncheon are unrealistic 
but are hoping to have a sPRINg LuNCHeON instead on suNDAY 

28 MARCH. This will be at The Bridge at Walshford again. If you have 
attended our New Year luncheon in previous year, I will contact you once 
details are confirmed. If you wish to join us for the first time, please email me  
( pjs1@tinyworld.co.uk) to be added to the list. 

Otherwise I hope everyone is keeping well and hopefully we will have better 
news next time.

At our last Zoom 
meeting, Paul, Terry and 
I answered the request to 
lay on a few Wolseleys as 
a ‘Guard of Honour’ for 
Simon Willey’s wedding 
in Kings Lynn. The cars 
looked splendid on duty. 
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NORTH WesT RegION Mike Stanley [1234] 

In common with our fellow-members across the regions, we’ve nothing 
further to report in the way of events attended since our presence at Oulton 
Park (and how welcome and much-enjoyed that turned out to be), although 

I do know some of members up here have been able to use their Wolseleys on 
some occasions during these chaotic times. 

Normally, at this time of year we’d be finalising our arrangements for, and 
looking forward to, our seasonal annual dinner. Over the years this has become 
a highlight of our regional calendar and is normally held before Christmas 
with a regular high attendance. Due to you-know-what, at the time of writing 
arrangements that had been made are now in considerable disarray! 

While we have not actually cancelled with the restaurant, I’m aware that they 
have abandoned any attempt to provide a ‘seasonal’ menu. Also, uncertainty 
over travelling restrictions, and likely seating requirements means we will not 
be holding our usual get-together in anything like its usual form. We WILL 
however be keeping an eye on this ever-changing scene, and will keep our 
members informed of any likelihood of getting some sort of function arranged 
to try to restore some sort of 
normality (whatever that was) in 
these trying times.

We will be aiming to get some 
activities organised as we move 
into the New Year.  Starting with 
Drive-it-Day (or even earlier if 
conditions allow) we aim to have 
a number of days out in addition 
to any of the established events 
of years past. Details will be 
circulated as soon as possible. In 
the meantime, we do have experts 
available to re-train any members 
who may need it in various 
aspects of maintenance, such as 
polishing...!?

It only remains for me, on behalf of all our NW members, to send our very best 
wishes to all our fellow members everywhere. May your Christmas be a good 
one, and we look forward to sharing a very much better 2021 with you. Stay 
safe, as always.


