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Cover picture: A rare sighting of 
two Wolseley Sixes (owned by Roland 
Knighton and Chris Norton) together 
at Grafham Water, East Anglia on 
Drive it Day. 
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This magazine possibly features 
the largest number of Drive 
it Day reports ever – quite 

amazing considering we were 
unable to organise the bigger-scale  
gatherings and activities that we 
have enjoyed in previous years. 

We are fortunate that our hobby is 
fairly easy to enjoy in a ‘COVID-safe’ 
way, so our diaries are beginning to fill 
up with shows for the summer. There 
is still time to book for the Summer 
Tour and the National Rally.

FACeBOOK ADMINIsTRATORs 
NeeDeD: Our Facebook page is 
continuing to grow but I really would 
appreciate some support to reply 
to messages and schedule posts.  
It doesn’t take a lot of time, but  
with more people on the team, we  
can be more responsive to 
queries. Please email editor@
thewolseleyregister.com if you are 
interested in helping out.
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An ode to poor Wols’ley
Geoff Craggs [476]

We’ve survived lockdown so far, but as we prepare to go out and about 
in our Wolseleys, most of them will hardly have turned a wheel for 
well over a year. So, with tongue-in-cheek apologies to the great WS 

Gilbert (and thanks to the encouragement of Chris Arnold...):
In a ditch by the roadside lay a little wreck’d car,
Crying: “Wols’ley, poor Wols’ley, wreck’d Wols’ley.”

I said to it: “Little car, why do you lie, 
crying Wols’ley, poor Wols’ley, wreck’d Wols’ley?”

“Was it weak driver intellect, car,” I decried.
“Or a bent gizmo thing in your little inside?”
With a flap of its poor broken wing it replied:

“Brake failure, brake failure, no fluid!”

Wolseleys steel the show
Michael Seaword [7273]

Two Wolseley 6/110s feature in this lineup of cars with FOX number 
plates. The fleet was owned by Sheffield steel company Samuel Fox & Co. 
Shared recently on Twitter by Stuart Penney (@StuartPenney1).
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Help, my car’s in 1,000 pieces! Jigsaw pieces, that 
is!  
John Platt [6851]

During the 
lockdown, 
my wife 

has rekindled 
an interest in 
jigsaws – so much 
so that our son 
and daughter-
in-law hit on the 
idea of a bespoke 
jigsaw depicting 
several aspects 
of family life 
as a Christmas 
present. Obviously the treasured 1947 Wolseley 12/48 had to feature in there!  

They chose a photo of the car on chauffeuring duties at a friend’s wedding 
on what turned out to be a rather dark and wet day – especially unfortunate  
given that the wedding reception was in a marquee in the middle of a field  
close to Harewood House in Yorkshire. Anyone who knows that area will 
appreciate that it’s a glorious location on a warm, sunny, summer’s day but, as 
you can see from the photo, the great British weather provided that extremely 
wet sort of rain that only Yorkshire can deliver! 

Actually the “1,000 pieces” was just an attention grabber – and, it must be 
admitted, was a bit of an exaggeration. Whilst the jigsaw is actually 1,500 
pieces in total, only around 200 make up the image of the car. Notice how the 
car was the first part of the jigsaw to be completed!  

It is worth noting that the quality of the jigsaw is excellent and the definition 
of the pictures brilliant. Obviously the resolution of the original photos was 
extremely good, clearly a tribute to my son’s photography (and camera!) – you 
can even read the “Wolseley” radiator badge and the “12 HP” insignia below 
it!

If anyone is interested in a bespoke jigsaw of their beloved Wolseley, the 
company is Ravensburger (www.ravensburger.com). No commission required!
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From Classics Monthly, November 2020:

New museum: The Great British Car Journey
Taken from the Northern Region’s Newsletter

A new museum of classic cars, ‘The Great British Car Journey’ is due to 
open on 22 May. It is situated in an old ‘Johnson and Nephew’ wine 
factory off the A6 in Derbyshire. There will be upward of 120 classic 

cars, including a Humber Hawk estate, Morris Minor Million, Mini and Austin 
Seven. 

Visitors will be able to walk round to view the exhibits with the aid of a 
tablet with information on each car. Attractions include “Drive Dad’s Car” – a  
separate booking which allows visitors to drive one of 30 British cars on a 
closed, six-mile course. 

The founder Richard Usher and his team are “tremendously excited” about 
the opening of the museum and the Drive Dad’s Car experience. Admission 
is £15 for adults and £7 for children. The address is Unit 4, Derwent Works, 
Ambergate DE56 2HE. Visit www.greatbritishcarjourney.com or call 07932 
584088 for more information.



Agnes’ adventures
Stan Wright [6833]

26

Back in the day, like many of you reading this article, I would be known 
to twirl the spanners at the weekend as my only chance to maintain the 
family car before the next MOT or holiday. I will admit that not all my 

efforts were a complete success; the said car sometimes was left on blocks for a 
week while I sourced a replacement part from the right supplier at a realistic 
price. I did, however, achieve an elemental level of basic DIY mechanical 
knowledge. As the years went by, cars became more and sophisticated, but 
I didn’t. My interest in cars from the 1960s/70s never really left me while I 
drove around in the mundane family saloons of the 1990s/2000s. So, when an 
opportunity to rent a garage came up some years ago, I found I was able to 
indulge my interest for real. 

My wife Pam and I met in the autumn of our years, and married in 2006. 
Despite the passage of time, our union was soon blessed. Barney was born in 
January 2011 and Agnes arrived in April 2014. As you can see from the below 
photo, Barney is a strapping 52KG ten-year-old Golden Doodle with blonde hair 
and stunning brown eyes. Agnes is an attractive 1956 Wolseley 15/50, now in a 
Morris Minor grey with red interior with white wheels. 

Barney was so named for no other reason than I refused to be seen and heard 
in my local park calling for Mr Darcy to come to me (a popular name among 
women in the 1990s, I believe thanks to a certain BBC costume drama). Agnes 
was so named after Pam’s delightful mother who had passed away the year 
before we acquired the car. 



Agnes was a sweet, white-haired old lady of Scottish descent, much adored 
by the family, and much like her namesake, was full of surprises with the 
occasional streak of stubbornness. In fact, the lovable Agnes could be said to be 
accepting – you are who you are, but you were hers and that made you special; 
tolerant – everyone makes mistakes, as would her own, but they would learn by 
them and move on; and stubborn – the line known only to Agnes, beyond which 
she would not cross, and in her words: “neither would you, laddie!” 

So Pam and I bought Agnes the Wolseley at the Anglian Classic Car Auctions, 
bringing her to Kent on a commercial trailer. Agnes was delivered while I was 
at work, to the excitement of us both and curiosity of our immediate neighbours. 
On my return home, I did a quick check of the oil, petrol and brake pressure and 
announced a road trip of some ten miles to celebrate. Off we went, Pam, Barney 
and I. All appeared well for the first five miles or so. Everyone was smiling. 

Agnes then became decidedly unwell very quickly. With much coughing and 
spluttering, hissing, metallic chinking and steam – she came to a halt. I got out 
and raised the bonnet, much to the bewilderment of Pam and Barney. As luck 
would have it (yeah, right!), we had stopped at the foot of a twisting driveway 
leading to a one-man-operator claiming to be a VW specialist mechanic. Agnes 
limped up the driveway at the man’s behest to his workshop where he diagnosed 
the problem. It was here that I extended my vocabulary by two extra words – 
‘Core Plug’. Not only did I not know what a core plug was, nor, to this day do I 
know if Agnes had any water in her cooling system before we set out on our road 
trip. After a taxi ride home, two days’ wait, an expensive dodgy repair plus an 
AA callout at 11pm, I got Agnes back to where she belonged. Although this was 
not to be the last time our neighbours would have their sleep disturbed by the 
sound of hydraulic apparatus and amber flashing lights!

Do you remember those watch words: accepting, tolerant and stubborn? Well, 
while Agnes was indeed accepting of my ignorance to flog an elderly lady for five 
miles through the Kent countryside; she must surely have been tolerant of my 
mistakes of not using common sense before incurring a costly repair that was 
actually be fixed later by me for less than a fiver and a large dollop of patience. 
Thus, from this experience, the lesson I had learnt is to use common sense 
and patience in future. Finally, stubbornness. Following this repair, Agnes 
surprisingly became rather hot and bothered again when she ran out of water 
on our next trip out. It was clear she was not for moving until she had taken a 
good long drink from a discarded plastic bottle that I salvaged from a bin and 
filled repeatedly from a nearby public convenience. This was because I had 
not filled the cooling system properly by waiting for the thermostat to open at 
operating temperature when topping up the coolant, to eliminate air pockets. 

I hope to share our further adventures with you in future magazines.
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NeW INFORMAL MeeTuP IN WILTsHIRe 
If you live in the Wiltshire area, please support this new regular mid-week event 
where owners of all classic cars can meet, organised by a Register member. 
starting Wednesday 4 August, 6.30pm at The Northerly Arms, near Box, 
Wiltshire sN13 8Ae. Bring any car and come for a drink or a sit-down meal at this 
lovely pub with a huge parking area located right on the A4. Please advise if you plan 
to attend, so enough tables can be booked. Hopefully this becomes a monthly meet.
Steve Grimes  07791 080824  steve@teamhaven.com
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INTeResTeD IN seTTING uP A NeW LOCAL GROuP? 

Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can have face-to-face gatherings 
again. If you’d like to start something in your area, Groups Liaison Officer 
Chris Arnold can help spread the word to local members. 

 01945 587004  groupliaison@wolseleyregister.co.uk

NORTH WesT ReGION Mike Stanley [1234]

A small group of 
more ‘northerly’ 
NW members 

enjoyed a run through 
the beautiful Howgill 
fells on Drive it Day. Bob 
Langston reports: “This 
was the first time out for 
both cars and members 
for several years – my 
14/60 was on its first trip 
out following a second 
restoration over the last 
18 months; Keith and his 
12/48 had been unable to 
join in many events over 
the last couple of years, 
and Dale only recently bought his 1500.”

Meeting just north of Kendal, they drove over Lambrigg Fell and its windfarm. 
Both Sedburgh and Kirby Lonsdale were very busy, so they stopped in a lovely 
little church’s grassy car park. 

Out and About in the Wolseley World



Surrounded by wild 
flowers, they enjoyed 
a socially-distanced 
picnic before heading 
home. 

Meanwhile, Colin 
Briggs reports that 
six Wolseleys and two 
Jaguars met at the 
Archive Store before 
making their own ways 
through the Trough 
of Bowland. He says: 
“The weather couldn’t 
have been better, and it 
was great to be out and 
about again.”

We have heard that the Lytham 
Hall and Hoghton Tower shows 
are cancelled this year. As this 
magazine goes to press, many 
other events across the North West  
are now becoming known to us. With 
the resulting scramble to establish 
dates there are many instances of 
these clashing, but as quickly as we 
can verify the information we will 
make sure this will be circulated to our members via our regional newsletter. 
Whatever events we can attend, may we all enjoy ourselves and keep safe. 

sun 13 June:  y Ripon Racecourse
sun 20 June:  y Hutton-in-the-Forest, Penrith
sun 4 July:  y Leighton Hall
sun 8 August:  y Leighton Hall (NEW). Note this clashes with the Register’s 
Summer Tour / The Fat Lamb
21-22 August:  y Classic and Performance Car Spectacular, Tatton Park
sun 29 August:  y Ripon Racecourse. Note this clashes with the Register’s  
National Rally in Norfolk
Mon 30 August:  y Ripley Castle, Harrogate. Again clashes with National
sun 12 september: y  Hutton-in-the-Forest, Penrith (NEW).
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sOuTH AND WesT WALes ReGION Ernest Jones [6955]

Sadly, due the ongoing restrictions in Wales, no formal arrangements were 
made for Drive it Day. However, Janet and I again decided to “go it alone”. 
I persuaded ‘Jacko’ out of hibernation a few days before. A quick check of 

the important items (unable to get a proper MOT at short notice) and a short 
burst around the block and we were all fit to go.

On Drive it Day, we packed a 
picnic and we headed off West on 
the main A40 to Whitland, where 
I decided to drive through the 
town rather than continue on the 
bypass. On the outskirts of the 
town, we pulled over to assist a 
Morris 1000. I was able to confirm 
that the ignition coil had failed – 
it was almost red hot, too hot to 
touch. We re-joined the A40 to 
Haverfordwest and then the A487 
to Newgale, and enjoyed absolutely stunning views on this beautiful day. After 
a short break, we continued on to St Davids. Newgale is famous for something 
that no other village has or ever will be famous for, but that’s another story.

This is Britain’s smallest city, with a 
population of only 1,600. The Patron 
Saint of Wales was born here in the 
year 500. The area and the beautiful 
Cathedral has an amazing history  
with Christianity. After a tasty picnic 
in the sunshine, we continued on the 
A487 to Mathry and then headed 
across country to re-join the A40 
at Letterston. We got back home to 
Carmarthen by 6pm.

We travelled a total of 118 miles and 
as always, Jacko behaved impeccably, 
not missing a beat. Then our son Mark 
wanted to celebrate Drive it Day, and 
he took Jacko to see some friends and 
added another 20-odd miles on the car. 
A thoroughly good day was had by all.
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sOuTH eAsT ReGION Stewart Payne [1612]

Across our region, Wolseleys 
have been emerging from a long 
torpor, and never more so than 

on Drive it Day. Graham Clarke, down 
in Hampshire, described it as “crawling 
out of hibernation” as he and Jane took 
their 4/44 out across the beautiful New 
Forest.

Peter West and family took their 14/60 to 
a blustery Walmer sea front on the Kent 
coast. “We made the effort!” he said. “It 
was good to get out again and we enjoyed 
it” – even if they did have to use the car 
to shelter from the wind.

Jeffrey Bridges was out in East Sussex 
in his 6/90. “We went from home near 
Battle to a farm shop near Broad Oak, 
Heathfield, returning via another route to 
Battle where Rosalind took some pictures 
outside the Abbey, some 40 miles in total.” 
His car cuts a fine dash, posed in front of 
the abbey.

Stan Wright admitted to being a little 
anxious about his 15/50, ‘Agnes’. “Our car had 
not been used for over 18 months, so we didn’t 
know how reliable it would be.” His concern 
was unfounded and their journey without 
incident. “Pam and I visited Chilham village, 
between Canterbury and Ashford, and only 
40 minutes from home. On our arrival we 
were greeted by five Morris Minor owners 
before resuming their tour of the county. 
After a picnic in the car while parked in the 
Square and a walk around the village, we 
visited The Leas, a beauty spot at Folkestone 
later in the afternoon.” You can read more 
about Agnes’ adventures on page 26.
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Charlie East took 
his 15/50 to join with 
other classic cars 
for a drive across 
the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire 
countryside. 

The South East 
Region committee 

members met at Epsom Downs for a drive 
across the Surrey Hills to Dorking, taking in 
country lanes and narrow villages on a route 
mapped out by Andy Bradley. Our stately 
progress was led by Jim Beaumont in his 
14/56 Tourer, followed by Nelson Ferreira in 
his New Fourteen Deluxe. Behind them came 
Register vice president Alan Simmonds in 
his 1954 6/80, Alan Blackbourn and myself 
in our 4/44s and Andrew Bull and Geoff 
Hunt in their 1500s.

Some members’ Wolseleys are still awaiting a chance to get out. Ed Friend’s 
6/80 is still in need of some “attention and TLC” before it turns a wheel, but he 
is busy organising a 2,500-mile Highlands rally for Austin Healey owners. Tom 
Restell’s 1500 is still awaiting a tail pipe, but he used his XK120 instead.

John Worth in Hertfordshire postponed his Drive it Day plans to the end of May 
Bank Holiday, for when he has organised a rally and a visit to Shuttleworth 
aeronautical and automotive collection. Thanks to all SE members who shared 
their news, and a reminder to all that Drive it Day raises money for NSPCC’s 
Childline. Donations can be made via the Drive it Day website.

MIDLANDs ReGION 
Graham Ryder [4746]

On the Saturday of Drive 
it Day weekend, several 
cars in the Ryder family 

fleet were displayed on the front 
drive of their home and one or two 
friends and family popped in for a 
look at the cars and refreshments 



in the garden, spread across the day. The display included the 1500 Loan Car 
which is nearly ready to be handed over.

On the Sunday, Midlands members drove three 1500s and an Australian 24/80 
to Curdborough Countryside Centre near Lichfield. The Garden Centre and 
Farm Shop were open and takeaway refreshments were available. 

The three couples drove on to Chasewater 
Railway for the afternoon. Although trains were 
not yet running, it was warm enough for an ice 
cream. We all look forward to a more traditional 
Drive it Day next year.

The following weekend saw the Middleton 
Motors Monthly events resume at Middleton 
Hall, Tamworth. Three Wolseleys secured a 
prime spot outside the building on what was the 
only sunny day on the Bank Holiday 
weekend! If members are interested 
in attending future events here, 
they must book in advance at www.
middleton-hall.co.uk (£5 per car). 

Midlands monthly meetings should 
hopefully be able to resume in July 
[see details on page 36. Regular 
attendees will be contacted, but all 
are welcome to attend. We alternate 
between venues to the north of Birmingham and to the south. Just let us know 
in advance so that one or more tables can be booked.

The Midlands Programme of Events continues to be updated on the Future 
Regional Events page of the Register website with links to further details and 
downloadable forms where available. Jenny and Graham Ryder ( 0121 445 
1872) can provide more information and/or forms by post.
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sun 13 June – stratford Autojumble, stratford Racecourse,  y
Luddington Road, stratford-upon-Avon (CV37 9se): Gates open to 
classic cars at 9.30am, when drivers will be admitted for £4. Additional 
adults in classic and all adults in any car £5. Under-16s free. Free parking. 
New event for Midlands members.
3-4 July – Open gardens classic car display, Hanbury, Worcs: y  Classic 
cars are invited to a local Register member’s charity event. Numbers are 
limited, so please advise Graham which day(s) you plan to attend. 10am – 
4pm. New event for Midlands members.
sun 11 July – BMC Day at British Motor Museum, Gaydon CV35 0BJ:  y
Book vehicle exhibitor tickets at www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/whats-on/
bmc-leyland-show for Wolseley Register club stand at £9 per car.

eAsT ANGLIA ReGION Chris Arnold [6441]

We adapted to the restrictions for this 
year’s Drive it Day by suggesting 
members and friends dropped-in to 

the car park of the visitor’s centre at Grafham 
Water throughout the day. 

Peter and Jo Jollyman made the trip in their 
excellent 6/110 as did Andy and Karen in 
another “Big Farina”. Kevin and Bridget 
brought their New Fourteen, with Paul and 
Jackie bringing their “his and hers” Palmer 
cars. Terry and I managed to slip our 15/60 alongside the very rare sighting of 
two Sixes side-by-side [see cover photo]. Rod was also there in his trusty 1500, 
and two non-Wolseleys joined the fun. It was excellent to see old friends and get 
the cars out, even if the venue was a little more crowded than expected.
 
At the time of going to print, our first post-lockdown meeting is planned at the 
“Oliver Twist” on 18 May rather than our usual second Tuesday, to coincide 
with the new rules on gatherings. Some outdoor tables have been booked, so we 
pray for good weather. If only six turn up, we will be allowed to eat indoors!
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NORTH eAsT ReGION Peter Seaword [0237]

Geoff and Betty Craggs in their 15/50, Sam Priest in his Morris series Z 
van and myself in my New Fourteen met at The Bridge Hotel, Walshford 
for a very pleasant afternoon tea outside in the Courtyard restaurant to 

mark Drive it Day. The weather remained fine although a little cool later on.

It is still far from clear what events will be held, but we are looking to resume 
our first Thursday of the month lunches at The Bridge from 3 June. Please let 
me know ( 01132 623610) if you are able to attend so we can book (likely to 
still be tables of six).

sCOTTIsH GROuP Mark McCafferty [3489]

It was felt due to the restrictions in place at the time of our proposed AGM 
in October that we should postpone till a suitable date and venue could be 
found. Unfortunately a venue could not be confirmed and the post-festive 

lockdown commenced and will run into the end of April or beginning of May at 
the earliest. The consensus seems to be that the committee elected in 2019 will 
continue in their current roles with a view to a 2021 AGM at the back end of 
this year or early 2022. It looks like there will be very little official business to 
take care of this year, and anything we need to put to members can be done via 
email, snail mail or indeed telephone. 

It will come as no surprise that the Summerlee, Bridge of Allan, Moffat and 
Thirlstane classic car shows have had to be cancelled this year. Disappointing 
indeed, as we had hoped to celebrate our already postponed event to celebrate 
30 years of the Scottish Group at this year’s Thirlstane show. A decision will be 
made in due course around hopefully attending this event in 2022. 


