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Amy Egan, Editor [6547]

A

s I am finalising this issue
of Wolseley World, we have
just spent the weekend at
the Classic Motor Show at the NEC.
It was great that this event could
go ahead once more, and to me it
seemed as busy as ‘usual’. Certainly
it has been said that the classic car
industry has been more resilient than
most during the pandemic.
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Due to the timings of this magazine,
reports on this show will be shared
in the following magazine, but a few
photos are on the rear cover, along
with the outcome of the Classic and
Sports Car awards that are held
during the show.
I do hope that everyone’s plans for
Christmas get-togethers will be able
to go ahead, and that you get this
magazine in time to book a place at
one, if you’ve not already done so!
I will sign off for 2021 with my
warmest wishes for Christmas and
hoping that 2022 will see even more
of a return to ‘normality’ for us all.
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Long membership awards: interviews
with three ‘platinum’ members
Jenny Ryder [4747]

Roy Turnage [227], South East Region
50 years – joined April 1971

R

oy has owned the same Wolseley 14/60
throughout his 50-year membership of the
Register. Roy acquired the car on completion
of his National Service in the late 1950s and joined
the Register in April 1971. The car has covered
thousands of miles, as for more than 20 years it was
his sole means of transport. The 14/60 had been
a police vehicle, but Roy believes the restricted
turning circle of this model made it less suitable
for that role.
Roy has owned a couple of similar model donor cars
over the years, used to supply spares for the 14/60.
The only modification to the car has been to replace
the sliding roof with an aluminium top. Roy was a Design and Technology
teacher, and was recruited by David Allen when their sons attended the same
school. David helped Roy research the history of the 14/60. Roy is still based in
Kent and the car is still roadworthy, but at present Roy is not able to drive it
himself. The car will remain in the family as it is destined for Roy’s grandson.
Although Roy was unable to attend many events, he has remained loyal to the
Register and the Wolseley marque so is pleased to receive his 50 year award.

John Lewis [212], South East Region
50 years – joined January 1971

A

long with the other Platinum awardees,
John had been contacted earlier this year
for some personal recollections of his 50
years’ membership of the Wolseley Register. Sadly,
John died very suddenly on 13 August but his wife
Ann was delighted to receive the award on behalf
of the family. She and their son David shared some
memories and photographs of cars owned by the
family, and say they will always remember the
many happy weekends spent at Wolseley rallies.
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John was very proud of his long membership of the Wolseley Register and had
been so pleased to hear that he was one of the oldest members, having owned
Wolseleys since his student days and having learnt about cars way before that
on his father’s Wolseley. Wolseleys were certainly his lifelong passion, and
knowing his 50 years of membership was being recognised revived some good
memories for him. The rallies the family attended and the hours John spent
reading his magazines always gave him great pleasure.
John bought his first Wolseley, a Hornet for
£25 when he was a student at University in
Southampton. He was driving it when Ann
first met him in Germany in 1959, while
they were both students. They also paid £25
for the 1936 14/56, bought when their twins
were one year old. Both Ann and John worked
as teachers of German and made numerous
visits to Germany where they forged lifelong
friendships.
When John joined the Register in 1971, he
owned a Wolseley Wasp and the 14/56 which
he kept for over 35 years. He had previously
owned an early Hornet, and when he attained
50 years of membership he owned a 1500
Mk III. During the intervening years, John
also ran several other classic cars. He really
enjoyed working on anything mechanical and
also had a passion for model trains.
John had to sell his 14/56 in 2007, because it
had become too heavy for him to drive as he
suffered from severe arthritis. But he could
not bear to be without a Wolseley and bought
the 1500 so that he could still tinker with the
engine and drive it short distances.
Son David helped replace the 1500’s front inner wings seven or eight years ago.
“Dad was a lifetime fan of Wolseleys and always enjoyed going to the meetings.
My first memory of working on cars is of helping him rub down the paintwork
on his 14/56 for a respray when I was four or five. He kept that car (COG 669)
a long time and it was eventually used as my wedding car!” The 14/56 changed
hands a few times after John parted with it, but fittingly for the family’s close
German connections, the car is now happily residing in Germany with a Register
member who uses it to tow his vintage Eccles caravan.
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Peter Seaword [237], North East Region
50 years – joined June 1971

P

eter has held a lifelong love of anything on
wheels powered by a motor, and in 1965
jointly formed the H-S Transport Collection
with his two future brothers-in-law. The collection
still exists today and has comprised vehicles
including lorries, buses, vans motorcaravans, cars
and motorcycles as well as photos, models and
literature. Between them they have owned three
1500s, a 16/60, an 18/85S and a Series III 14/60.

He has been a member of at least 14 motor clubs since joining The Commercial
Vehicle and Road Transport Club in 1966. Peter joined the Register in June
1971 after acquiring ‘Woolly’ the 1936 Wolseley New Fourteen which he still
owns. More recently, he acquired a Wolseley 11/22 two seater plus dickey.
Peter has been active and loyal throughout his membership, diligently holding
several committee positions. In 1981 the North East Group was formed for
which Peter has been Secretary, Treasurer and Representative to the National
Committee. In 2009 he became National Treasurer and has also been the DVLA
Officer. He has organised advertising by various insurance companies and
dealt with the publication of the Register’s Profile series of books. Peter has an
amazing memory and depth of knowledge about many Wolseley cars; Register
members (particular in the North East) and the history of the Register, and
represents us at FBHVC Annual Meetings. His passion for photography has led
to him taking many of the images in the Auto Review series of books.
Peter attended the 1971 and 1972 National Rallies, though 1975 was the first
to which the New Fourteen was entered. Woolly made an appearance again in
1996 and then every year up to and including 2016. Peter presents the Judith
Seaword Award in memory of his late wife to a member who has similarly
quietly supported the club. Their son Michael is also now a Register member
and is getting to grips with driving Woolly and attending Register events.
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18/85 on set for Channel 4 show It’s a Sin
Chris Jones [7124]

B

ack in October 2019, I
was asked if I would be
free for some filming with
my Wolseley 18/85 for a couple
of days with Channel 4. I was
told the programme was based
in 1980s London, when AIDS
was a new word in the gay
scene. Stephen Fry stars as
the father of one of the three
lads at the centre of the story.
So on Thursday 17 October,
I made my way to Bolton for
1pm as instructed. On arrival
in Le Mans Crescent, I was
told where to park up ready for
the next day’s filming.
Whilst waiting for more
directions and details of our
accommodation for the night,
we watched the filming that
was taking place that day.
Then we left the cars on set
all locked up, with security
watching over our pride and
joys. After dinner and a couple
of drinks, we retired for an
early night as we needed to be back on set for 6.30am. We agreed to meet at
the hotel reception so no one was left behind. We had breakfast on set as we
waited to see what the production team wanted us to do. Some people went to
get costumes so they could be extras if needed.
There was a lot of the same bit of filming being rehearsed throughout the
day from different angles. But like most filming, you wait around a bit to get
direction in where you need to move the car. At about 5.30pm we were told the
filming was complete, so everyone made a mad dash home in the rain. It was
a great few days seeing behind the camera and what goes into filming. As they
say – until next time...
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Out and About in the Wolseley World
INTERESTED IN SETTING UP A NEW LOCAL GROUP?
If you’d like to start something to get Wolseley enthusiasts together in your
area, Groups Liaison Officer Chris Arnold can help spread the word to local
members.  01945 587004  groupliaison@wolseleyregister.co.uk

NORTH WEST REGION Mike Stanley [1234]

N

ow that the clocks have altered , and we are seemingly galloping towards
Christmas, many of us will (should) be carefully attending to the laying
up needs of our cars, though we have several of our NW members who
do continue to use their cars throughout the year.
While we have not been able
to have as active a time eventwise as we’d have liked, we
have a good many memories
to reflect upon. Some of our
longer-term members will
remember the days shown in
the attached photo. This dates
from early motorway days
and was taken on the M6 in
Lancashire. Travel was much
less stressful in those simpler
days; there was much less
traffic for a start, and you will see lane three virtually clear. Goods vehicles
were much smaller, and slower.
Those of us who were ‘Wolseley-ing’ in those days found it relatively easy to
attend events over a much wider area. We hope there will be an increase in
the number of events available to us during the coming year, and we aim to
fully publicise these via our newsletter as quickly as we learn of them. In
the meantime, we will be holding our ‘Seasonal Gathering’ on Sunday 5
December, again at the Ribchester Arms (for full details and to book, please
contact Colin Briggs) when we look forward to meeting up with many of our
members. May I take the opportunity, on behalf of all our NW members, to pass
on our best wishes to all of our fellow-members in every area for an excellent
Christmas-time and may the New Year bring much better times to all of us.
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EAST ANGLIA REGION Chris Arnold [6441]

O

ur September outing
was
a
road
run
organised by Andy and
Karen. Five Wolseleys met
at Waterside Garden Centre
before exploring the roads of
Lincolnshire,
Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire and Rutland
– all in under 30 miles.
Thankfully the dire weather
forecast didn’t come true, and after
a refreshing visit to a hostelry in
Barrowden, we pushed on to our
final stop. Fineshade Wood, run
by the Forestry Commission, had
pleasant walks and a café.
After a trial change of venue
for our October meeting, it was
decided to change permanently
from The Oliver Twist on the
second Tuesday of the month to The Chequers on the second Wednesday of the
month. See details on page 36. For our meeting on 8 December we have
arranged a buffet meal at £10 per head – let me know if you can join us.
Karen Weedon has kindly agreed to look after the show diary and will be sharing
it soon, so please let us know if you have an event to be added.

WILTSHIRE GROUP Steve Grimes [7338]

O

ur monthly meetings are continuing to be popular despite the autumnal
weather and darker evenings. Good friendships are beginning to form,
and it’s certainly a good opportunity to share knowledge and have a
general chinwag!
I have heard from a number of people that the food has deteriorated at The
Northey Arms over the last couple of months, so I am exploring a new venue
which we could use from January. If you would like to be added to the mailing
list for email updates, please contact me ( steve@teamhaven.com).
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East Midlands Lincoln Group D S Reid [5481]

W

ell, we have now got to the Starting Line, after two small Noggin and
Natters and one Village Festival we have dipped our toes in the water
and are delighted that we have had a proper get together.

Stuart Nell always insisted that as a group of mainly males, we should always
be aware of the support required from our partners and friends to make the
group a success, and that is where the luncheon meetings came from. In the
good weather the cars came too – and in the inclement times it did not matter,
we still met up to show that people of a like mind were important too.
After two years of abstinence, the question was: “can we resume as before and
is the enthusiasm still there?” We have lost six valued members since then
and though having enlisted 10 new members we have only met one, the rest is
“work in progress!”
The selection of
a few excellent
“watering
holes” seems to
be still there, and
18 of us enjoyed
a superb lunch
on 3 November at
the Welby Arms
in Allington.
Brian Huskinson
[3505] brought his
beautiful Wolseley
18/85 (Landcrab) from
Nottingham, and a
newish member Chris
Bush [7357] brought
his son with his prewar Morgan.
Whilst we were there, Ron Woods negotiated our Christmas dinner to be
held on 15 December, so hopefully we are back on track.
This leaves this Lincoln Group two more achievable targets to process:
a. To meet and properly greet our new members and partners.
b. To seek a new meeting venue and times to suit all our members, as the
current one cannot supply a suitable, accessible room.
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MIDLANDS REGION Graham Ryder [4746]

M

idlands monthly meetings are now re-established alternately north
and south of Birmingham on the second Thursday of the month unless
otherwise stated. We are looking forward to our Christmas lunch at
2pm on Saturday 11 December at The Royal Oak, Catshill in place of the
usual second Thursday meeting. Menu choices and £5 per person deposit is
required ASAP – please contact Graham and Jenny Ryder for details.

On Sunday 19 September, 16 Midlands members
lined up three Wolseleys and two Morris Minors
outside the Aston Manor Road Transport Museum
at Aldridge. An 1950 Birmingham Corporation bus was laid on for tours of the
locality and attracted much interest from the public as it chugged along. After
viewing the wide range of West Midlands transport exhibits and displays, 15 of
the group drove on for a late lunch at The Drill Inn at Burntwood. A great day
out combining our loves of classic vehicles and good food!
The following Sunday, a combination of current and former members entered
eight Wolseleys at the Footman James Coffee and Chrome meet staged around
the spectacular Chateau Impney near Droitwich. The free bacon rolls went
down well and although the cars were not parked together everyone met up as
they explored the 500 vehicles on display [pictured below and first picture on
next page].
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Another Footman James event was held at the British Motor Museum, Gaydon
on 17 October, but this time just three Wolseley 1500s were present – one of
each marque. Graham Ryder and Warren Grove took the Mk I and Mk III
examples, and a club flyer was left on a Mk II 1500 [pictured above]. The owner
subsequently contacted the Register and has now joined, so we hope to see this
car on future occasions in and around the Midlands.
Graham and Warren took two 1500s to the one-day Restoration Show at
Stoneleigh, Warwickshire on 7 November. The Show had been organised at
short notice and it was good to be in the heated Hall 2 (which was the only hall
in use). This meant there was only a handful of clubs stands, although there
were a few stalls outside and attendance at the event was good. It was great to
see several Register members, some we hadn’t seen in person since before the
first lockdown so people seem to be emerging at last.

Details of any additional events will be posted on the Midlands Programme
of Events page of the Register website: www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/midlandsregion-programme-of-events. Where available, links to further details and
downloadable application forms are given there for forthcoming events. Ring
Jenny and Graham Ryder ( 0121 445 1872) for more information and/or
application forms by post.
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SOUTH EAST REGION Stewart Payne [1612]

S

outh East Region members made sure that the Wolseley marque was
well represented among the many historic vehicles on display at the
Kent’s Classic Car Show in the grounds of Ayelesford Priory in Kent in
September.
It was decided to make this our annual gathering this year. The rally is open
to all vehicles of interest, including a fair number from the 70s and 80s, but it
was those representing the golden years of British car production that stole the
show. In my opinion, at least.

Fine examples of this were Colin Jarvis in his
recently-restored 1935 Wolseley Nine, last on
the road in 1962, and Paul and Jacquie Laws
in their Nine. Stacey and Mark Ellis were
happy to attend one of their first rallies in their
smart 1968 Hornet and elsewhere on the show
ground a rather splendid 6/80 could be found.
Special mention must go to long-time Register
member and SE Committee stalwart Jim
Beaumont, who was awarded the “Unsung
Hero” award at the National Rally in Norfolk
earlier this year.
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The award goes to someone who puts in a great deal of hard work and dedication
behind the scenes. Jim was unable to attend the National this year due to a
family commitment, so I was asked to take his award home to present to him at
the Kent Rally. Jim was in his 1936 Super Six 25, on what was its first outing
since before lockdown.
Completing the line-up were John Blackbourn, who arrived in one of his pair
of 4/44s, and myself in my 1956 4/44. John also managed a second rally in
his 1954 model, this time at the Heritage Transport Show at the Kent County
Showground.
Away from rallies and shows, the SE Committee also met in person for the first
time since before the pandemic, reverting to The Kingswood Arms, Surrey, for
a convivial catch-up. It was agreed to hold our AGM at the same location in
November. The committee is arranging a Christmas lunch on 12 December
at the Surrey Oaks, in beautiful countryside near Newdigate, Surrey. Numbers
are limited, but it is hoped to have enough space to invite a few SE members
to join us.
Finally, I was pleased to be able to present two long-service awards in recognition
of being Register members for 50 years. Sadly, John Lewis passed away before
there was an opportunity to present him with his framed certificate, which was
received by his widow Ann at her home in Hampshire.
The other award went to Roy Turnage who, although now house-bound, was
able to accept it at his home in Kent. More details of these presentations can be
found elsewhere in this magazine.

NORTH EAST REGION Peter Seaword [0237]

P

lease note there will
NO 12:30 club lunches
Wetherby in December
January, so the next one will
3 February 2022.

be
at
or
be

We
are
looking
forward
to
getting
together
for
our New Year lunch on
Sunday 16 January 2022
– booking forms and details
available from Peter ( 01132
623610).
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SCOTTISH WOLSELEY Register and Gartcosh
Classic AND Sportscar CLUB
Douglas Hunter [9955]

O

n Sunday 12 September, 90 exhibitors attracted around 500 people
to the Gartcosh Car Show. Nine Wolseleys were amongst a real mix
representing all marques and models – a very fine 1914 Ford Model T
and a pristine 1931 Morris Isis were a couple of the show stoppers. This was the
sixth annual Gartcosh Show that The Wolseley Register Scotland and Gartcosh
Classic and Sportscar Club have hosted.

Having missed out in 2020, many of the club’s 120 members were enthusiastic
about getting back out with their cars, and the show was a huge success.
COVID restrictions included providing contact details, extra spacing around
the vehicles and social distancing indoors. The VW Aircooled Club, AutoScots
and The Phoenix Car Club were amongst other clubs represented.
After the success of our August Summerlee Show, we were invited to return on
10 October for the ‘Autumn Mini Car Show’! To ensure the safety of everyone,
the museum continued to restrict
and stagger vistors through timeslot
bookings. There was also a limit to
the number of cars on display, and
extra spacing between vehicles.
Apart from one or two light showers,
everyone enjoyed themselves. The
show helped to promote our Big
Summerlee Drive it Day Event,
which hopefully will be back to
normal capacity in 2022.
44

