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Thanks to everyone who has 
contributed to this edition of 
Wolseley World – without you 

we would not have a magazine. This 
edition is packed with event reports 
and it has been lovely to see what 
you have got up to on Drive it Day.  
I will always try to use everything 
that I receive at some point, so  
please do keep writing and taking 
photos for me. 

There’s also a great mix of events to 
choose from over the summer ahead. 
I like to try a few new shows, but 
there are some which we are keen to 
support every year. 

At the time of writing, the Ryders and 
Egans are getting ready to take our 
Morris Minors to France for the first 
time since 2019. We’ve had to renew 
some passports, buy UK stickers 
and download our COVID passes, 
but we’re determined to have a ‘bon 
voyage’! I hope you have some similar 
adventures to look forward to.
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Practical Classics classic 
car and Restoration show
Jenny Ryder [4747]

With the 2020 event being cancelled at very short notice and still no 
Restoration Show in 2021, the Wolseley Register was one of 152 classic 
car clubs who were delighted to be back at the NEC, Birmingham for 

this show. Spread across three Halls, the show welcomed over 25,000 visitors 
on 18, 19 and 20 March, and boasted an assortment of over 1,000 vehicles.

The four exhibits on the Wolseley Register stand covered pre- and post-war 
examples in varying stages of restoration which attracted much interest from 
the general public and visiting club members.

Andy Plummer brought the 1913 
Vintage Wolseley 24/30 which he 
and Tim Maltin have painstakingly 
rebuilt since acquiring a box of 
parts in 2018. This was the oldest 
exhibit at the whole Show. 

Updates on the project have 
appeared in previous Wolseley 
Worlds but restoration work 
included rebuilding the five-litre 

side-valve engine and the car was on the road by 2021 when it attended the 
club’s National Rally weekend. The original body was missing but most of a 
very suitable 1912 tourer body was found, and the missing scuttle and side 
panels are being remade. 
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Over the show weekend, work was 
undertaken on the club stand to 
the brakes of Mike Stanley’s 1932 
Wolseley Hornet Occasional Four 
Coupe. Having been laid up for a 
few years, the car will hopefully be 
seen back on the road shortly.

Graham Ryder brought a 1964 
Wolseley 1500 Mk III which had 
been fully restored many years ago 
by two Register members. Having 
changed hands over recent years, the 
bodywork now needs some attention. 
The car was driven to the show with 
donor wings and front panel and was 
assessed for further work.

The “newest” exhibit was a 1968 Wolseley 
Hornet Mk III which had recently been 
acquired by John Underhill. Several 
areas requiring attention have now been 
identified.

The owners of each vehicle were on hand 
during the weekend to discuss their 
restoration experiences and offer advice to 
those undertaking their own projects.

Sales of club merchandise were brisk and 
membership enquiries were dealt with. The first of 
the 2022 Long Membership Awards was presented 
during the Show to Bob Leyland for his 40 years’ 
membership of the Wolseley Register. 

Many club members were welcomed to the stand, 
and it was good to catch up with everyone.  
A number of Wolseleys were also exhibited on other 
club stands [see pictures on rear  cover]. We will be applying for space at the 
2023 show, which will take place from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 March 2023.



Your Drive it Day adventures
see ‘Out and About’ for regional activities

Drive it Day or bDW day! (beer. Dales. Wolseley.)
Alastair and Karen Kidd [5920]

The picture shows our little pride and joy 
parked in Richmond North Yorkshire, 
just after we'd had a marvellous lunch at 

The George and Dragon pub in Hudswell (just 
outside Richmond), and just before we had a 
walk around Richmond and its very impressive 
Norman Castle.

The George and Dragon is a wonderful little pub 
serving excellent food, many variations of real 
ale and has the best beer garden in the UK...
(probably!) A wonderful day, with the weather 
being kind. What more could you ask for? A pint 
of superb real ale (only the one of course!). A 
drive in the Yorkshire Dales (without a doubt, God’s own county!). A drive in 
the Wolseley... oh and not forgetting the wife!

What we did notice which was a bit concerning, we never saw another classic 
car all day? Let alone one wearing the Drive it Day rally plate?
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Wolseley Register spring tour weekend

Wolseley Register members enjoyed a Drive it Day weekend from their 
base at The Fat Lamb in Cumbria. A report will appear next time.
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close encounter with a chieftain tank
Ernest Jones [6955]

With Janet and myself just slowly recovering from the effects of COVID-
19, we decided to go it alone again this year for Drive it Day. Hopefully 
we will be able to organise a more formal gathering for the South and 

West Wales Region in the not too distance future.

I dusted ‘Jacko’ out of the garage on the Saturday and checked all levels – no 
top-ups needed. On Sunday, after a light brunch, we left home at 11.30 and 
travelled 10 miles west on the A40 for St Clears. We took the A477 towards 
Pembroke Dock, de-touring through the pretty villages of Llanddowror, Red 
Roses and Llanteg. Two miles after Milton, we took the A4075 to Pembroke 
where the castle still stands today. King Henry VII was born here in 1457.

Then we took the B4319 into the 
South Pembrokeshire National Park 
area. This road took past the Army 
Tank Training Camp at Castle 
Martin. Here Jacko came face-to-
face with a real Chieftain Tank, and 
a German Leopard Mk I tank on the 
opposite side of the entrance. I wonder 
how many other Wolseleys can say 
that?!

At Stack Rocks we had the truly 
spectacular sight of thousands of 
birds on the rocks, as it’s the breeding 
season for Guillinotes, Razorbills and 
Killiwakes. An indescribable scene. 

In glorious weather we headed back on 
the Coast road through Pendine and 
Laugharne. We were home by 7pm, 
having covered 98 trouble-free miles. 
Good old Jacko. We saw about 20 other 

classic vehicles on our journey. I hope they also had a memorable day.
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INteResteD IN settINg uP A NeW LOcAL gROuP? 

If you’d like to start something to get Wolseley enthusiasts together in your 
area, Groups Liaison Officer Chris Arnold can help spread the word to local 
members.  01945 587004  groupliaison@wolseleyregister.co.uk

Out and About in the Wolseley World

NORth West RegION Mike Stanley [1234]

Wheels are turning again at long last here in the NWorth West.  Following 
our ‘curtain-raising’ event in early March celebrating Bob Leyland’s 
40-year ‘partnership’ with his Sixteen Alice, it seemed to be a very 

short time indeed to the Fat Lamb weekend up in the wilds of Ravenstonedale, 
Cumbria. This included the Drive it Day Sunday, and all participants report 
their thorough enjoyment of the weekend – good accommodation, excellent 
food, interesting and challenging routes (Alston on the Saturday, The Lakeland 
Motor Museum on Sunday), and in great company. 

While I was not able to join the weekend away, I did manage to drop in and 
join the group for their meal on Saturday evening – thanks for having me! 
Several other of our NW members also joined in with activities on the Sunday 
to provide a very good line-up of our Wolseleys at the museum.
 
The first ‘proper’ rally of the season was 
at Gawsworth Hall on Bank Holiday 
Monday 2 May. As well as our six 
Wolseleys, a ‘new’ Hornet saloon was 
seen elsewhere on site. 

It was a pleasure to meet recent new 
members, Mike and Fiona Bennett from 
North Yorkshire (on their first foray into 
vintage motoring, I understand). They 
and their car created a 
great deal of interest 
– the three Ferraris 
alongside didn’t get 
much of a look in! Many 
thanks to John Platt 
for coordinating our 
attendance.
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eAst MIDLANDs LINcOLN gROuP Ron Woods [6360]

This month’s report starts with the news that David Reid who usually 
writes our reports has been admitted to hospital. At the time of writing 
he is still in with a suspected heart attack, but his wife Margaret reports 

that he is in good spirits and feeling well. We all wish him a speedy and full 
recovery and a return to duty.

Our Noggin and Natter meetings are continuing to be well supported. Do join 
us on the first Wednesday of the month if you can. 

Drive it Day saw six well-presented Wolseleys, a pre-war Morgan and an Alvis 
taking part. We met at the Byards Leap Café for morning drinks. Then after 
a drive on mainly country roads, we met up for dinner at The Abbey Lodge, 
Woodhall Spa.

Our application for Tatton Park on the Queen’s Jubilee weekend (4-5 June) 
has been accepted, and look forward to a good display, as in past years. We 
will be completing arrangements for attending many other events across the 
region during the coming months. Please let Colin, Peter or myself know if 
there are any other events we could be promoting so that all our members have 
the opportunity to attend.

sun 12 June: Ripon y
sun 19 June: hutton in the Forest, Penrith y
sun 26 June: hoghton tower y
sun 3 July: Leighton hall y
sun 24 July: Ripon Racecourse y
sun 7 August: Lytham hall y
sun 28 August: Ripon y
Mon 29 August: Ripley castle y
sun 4 september: hoghton tower y
sun 11 september: hutton in the Forest, Penrith y
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NORth eAst RegION Peter Seaword [0237]

The important news for our group is that we will have a Register stand at 
both the Thornton Le Dale  Show on 5 June and Ripon rally on 24 July 
– entry forms and further details on any of these events are from myself 

( pjs1@tinyworld.co.uk  01132 623610). However, note that there will be no 
car club stands at Newby Hall, so book individually at www.necpwa.org.
  

sun 5 June: thornton Le Dale classic car show  y [Club stand] 
sun 12 June: eYtcc east coast Run  y (Hull to Bridlington)
tue 21 June: YhVg bring Your Vehicle Night, squires café,   y
sherburn In elmet 
2-3 July: Duncombe Park  steam and Vintage gathering, helmsley y  
(entries close 5 May)
sun 17 July: NecPWA Newby hall classic y
sun 24 July: classic car gathering, Ripon Racecourse  y [Club stand]
sun 7 Aug: hcVs trans Pennine Run   y
sun 21 Aug: burley classic car show, burley In Wharfedale y
sun 11 sept: Otley Vintage transport extravaganza  y
sun 18 sept: YhVg York Rally, York Racecourse  y
sat 19 Nov: collectors Fair, Pudsey, Leeds. y

The monthly ‘12.30’ luncheon meetings at The Bridge Hotel continue on the first 
Thursday of each month. ALL members AND guests of the Wolseley Register 
are welcome to this informal meeting of like-minded enthusiasts who enjoy a 
good lunch and put the world to rights over a drink. All we ask is that you let 
me know if you are able to attend to ensure we have a big enough table! 

We also send our very best wishes to Geoff Craggs for a speedy return to better 
health.

MIDLANDs RegION Graham Ryder [4746]

Monthly meetings continue to alternate between Catshill and Streetly 
on the second Thursday of the month. See page 35 for details of these 
and other regular social gatherings. 

On Sunday 10 April, a number of members attended the Footman James Coffee 
and Chrome gathering at Impney Estates, Prescott – the home of the Classic 
Hill Climb and Bugatti Museum. The following weekend, many enjoyed the 
sunny Easter Bank Holiday Monday at the A47 Autojumble and Classic Car 
Show.



The Pride of Longbridge Show on 23 
April was well-supported by local 
members celebrating the Longbridge 
factory, its workers and the great 
cars they produced. Regalia sales 
were brisk, and we welcomed a new 
member with a recently-acquired 
Wolseley 1500.

For Drive it Day, the Birmingham Branch Morris Minor Owners Club once 
again welcomed us to their Annual Rally at Hatton Country World. Andrea 
Wallis was awarded First Place in the Open Class with her Wolseley Eight. 

Please check our webpage www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/midlands-region-
programme-of-events for the latest updates, or call us ( 0121 445 1872).

3 Jul, 7 Aug, 4 sept: Middleton Motors Monthly, Middleton hall,  y
tamworth b78 2Ae. 9:30am to 4pm. No need to pre-book; £5 per classic 
car. Non-classic entries £7pp. Open to public from 11am.
sun 19 Jun: stratford Autojumble, stratford Racecourse, cV37 9se.   y
Arrive from 9:30am and pay on entry (classic car drivers £4, passengers £5). 
We can try to arrange to enter and park together.
2-3 July: Open gardens / classic car display, hanbury, Worcs.  y Show 
your car 10am to 4pm on either or both days at a local Register member’s 
charity fundraising event. Numbers are limited, so ask Graham for details.
2-3 July: Rotary cars in the Park, beacon Park, Lichfield Ws13 6RA. y  
Charity event. Apply as an individual at www.carsinthepark.com/single-
entry-bookings.php (£5 per day).
sun 10 July: bMc and Leyland show, british Motor Museum,   y
gaydon (cV35 0bJ). Contact Graham for a place on the Register stand.
sun 14 Aug: Knot club Annual classic car show, staffordshire  y
Regiment Museum, DMA Whittington, Lichfield Ws14 9PY. Free  
event, but pay to visit the Museum. Arrive promptly to park together.
17-18 sept: stoke Prior steam Rally, Little Intall Fields, stoke  y
Pound Lane, bromsgrove (b60 4LF). Let Graham know by  
30 June if you wish to join our  club stand on either or both days.
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eAst ANgLIA RegION Chris Arnold [6441]

This year’s Drive it Day was the largest outing to date for our group. 
Fourteen of our Great British classic cars followed Karen and Andy’s 
route to The Bubble Car Museum, taking the quieter roads with less 

“moderns” getting in the way. After looking around the collection of weird and 
wonderful mini-cars from the 1950s and 60s, we drove on to the Four Crossroads 
pub for a carvery-style Sunday Lunch. 

We have more outings planned over the summer. We are planning an outing 
around Huntingdon, St Neots and Cambridge for Sunday 19 June. We will also 
have a stand at The Parson Drove Car Show on Sunday 17 July – please let me 
know if you want to attend (entry is £5 per person).

The shorter nights are starting 
to draw the classic cars out to 
our evening meetings. Do join 
us on the second Wednesday of 
every month at The Chequers, 
Tholomas Drove, Wisbech.

At our April meeting we raised 
a glass to Rob Laver, an Noggin 
and Natter regular, who recently 
passed away. He will be much missed. 
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scOttIsh gROuP 
Mark McCafferty [3489], with Drive it Day report by Michael Seaword [7273]

The Scottish Group celebrated Drive it Day back at our usual venue of 
Summerlee Museum of Industrial Life in Coatbridge. We could not 
have asked for better weather, which drew 3,400 spectators to see 135 

vehicles. 

We had a range of vehicles from motor scooters to heavy commercials, but 
Summerlee is mainly about cars – of which we had everything from a Model T 
Ford through to a post-millennium Japanese import. 

Nine Wolseleys were on display, including two non-members’ cars.  As always, 
the event was augmented by a pipe band and a 1950s dancing display as well 
as the tram rides available at the museum. 

Our chosen charity this year was the Seagull Trust, who provide free canal 
cruises on the Forth and Clyde and Union Canals for people with special needs, 
and they were delighted with the £1,500 raised. The Summerlee Museum and 
cafeteria were also more than happy to book us in for next year after their 
record takings.

The local events listing is the same as previously advised:
sun 26 June: y  Moffat (book through Joe Kelly by 31 May) 
Late August tbc:  y Festival at Kirk-cudbright (book through Joe Kelly)
sun 12 June:  y Tayside Classic Show at Errol Airfield (book through Dick 
Peters by 12 May)
sun 10 July: y  Glamis (book through Dick Peters by 12 May) 
sun 14 August: y  Biggar (book through Dick Peters by 18 June) 
sun 28 August: y  Ladybank (book through Dick Peters by 12 July) 
sun 18 sept:  y Gartcosh (book through Joe Kelly by 31 Aug).

Joe Kelly:  157joekel@gmail.com; Dick Peters:  dicky3600@hotmail.co.uk
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sOuth eAst RegION Stewart Payne [1612]

The arrival of spring, and the emergence of our Wolseleys from garages, 
barns and lock-ups brings with it familiar joys and frustrations. Some 
SE members tell of their woes as cars stubbornly refuse to start or have 

developed faults over-winter, even though they have been nowhere. In contrast, 
others have been out and about hoping for a trouble-free summer of motoring.
Drive it Day saw quite a few of us on the roads to mark this annual event 
promoted by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) and 
raising money for NSPCC’s Childline. 

John Worth opened his beautiful 
gardens to participants in a rally 
he organised, starting at his 
home in Hertfordshire, ending 
with a visit to the Shuttleworth 
Collection in Bedfordshire. His 
own collection of some 20 or so 
cars including three Wolseleys 
were on show, and family and 
friends provided refreshments 
and general hospitality. Three 
SE members and their partners 
participated – Wayne Tampken 
(recently moved to a different 
region) in his 16/60, Ali Smith 
in his 1966 Hornet and myself 
in the 4/44. Our thanks to John 
and his crew for a great, well-
organised day.

Roland Turner from Slough said his Drive it Day activity was confined to moving 
his wife’s 6/80 to a different position on his drive so he could work on his 1938 
16/65, removing the cylinder head. 
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He did take one of his other cars, his Austin-badged Morris Minor van for a 
trip to the allotment. Roland said: “I don’t have a modern car. I use my rust-on-
wheels fleet for trips to and from work as well as at weekends.”

Terry Clark, in Eastbourne, didn’t even mange a few yards on his drive 
after finding that the valve gear on his 1500 was slipping and the bolt on his 
crankshaft pulley refused to budge.

Ivan Clark had better fortune, taking his 6/90 from his home in Colchester for 
a run up to Harwich with his local club.

Pat Carroll didn’t get out on Drive 
it Day itself, but several days later 
took his 4/50 to nearby Chenies 
Manor, Buckinghamshire, where 
it posed for a photograph. “Nice to 
have it cleaned up after the winter 
for an outing”, he said.

My thanks to SE members for 
letting me know what they are up 
to. My next task it to replace my 
4/44’s gearbox mounting rubbers. They are original fittings, and are so worn 
that the gearbox casing is vibrating against the rear cross member mounting. 
We hope to have a SE committee meeting soon and hopefully a weekend rally 
later in the spring. More information will follow.

WILtshIRe gROuP Steve Grimes [7338]

We had a wonderful eclectic mix of cars attend our last lunch meeting on 
7 April. I’m really pleased that everybody is enjoying our new venue 
The Pear Tree at Whitley and giving the thumbs up on the wonderful 

food they offer.

Due to a clash of bookings with a comedy night, our meetings are moving to 
the THIRD THURSDAY (so 16 June, 21 July) from 6.30pm. Please spread the 
word, as all are welcome. I advise you join the mailing list for any last minute 
changes – simply email me ( steve@teamhaven.com) and I will add you.

This local event may be of interest on 16-17 July: Market Lavington Vintage 
Meet Family Fun Weekend at The Elisha Field Drove Lane, Devizes (SN10 
4NT). In aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance and local community projects, entry 
and camping is free for exhibitors. Enter at www.mlvintagemeet.com/forms.


