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Editor’s Corner 242:
Amy Egan, Editor [6547] JUL / AUG 2026

It’s often said that car clubs are as Chairman’s Report

much about the people as they are
the vehicles, and we are proud to  [M#l¥ Contact Details
be known as “the friendly club” and

celebrate many members each year m Welcome Aboard
who have shown dedication to the m FBHVC Matters

Wolseley name and our club by being )
members for 25 years or more. IR Letters and Emails

National Rally 2026
This edition features many profiles ! Y

of individual members. Sadly there [MES® Restoration rescue: 1500
are four obituaries which pay tribute . ,
to some well-known and well-loved World Tour’ — part 3

characters who have recently passed w8 New committee members

ey hll Wolseley Register Spares

There are also short pieces F Y Wolseley’s grave

introducing members who joined the )
National Committee at our AGM B{0R Classifieds

earlier in the year. Hopefully this Reoi 1 tact
helps you to put a face to the names, egional Contacts
and they will all be at the National FS#S Out and About
Rally in a few short weeks.

%8 Rusty the Hornet in Poland

Cover: Seeing double! Two matching f /wolseleyregister
maroon and grey 1500s belonging to 1.800

Richard Pratt and Graham Ryder ’
formed part of the line up of 12
Wolseleys at the BMC & Leyland Magazine deadlines:

Show on 12 July. See the Midlands 2026: 4 Sept, 6 Nov
Report, page 36. 2027: 8 Jan, 5 Mar, 7 May, 9 Jul

‘Wolseley Register’ and ‘Wolseley World’ are registered trademarks of the
Wolseley Register. Copyright of all articles, pictures and other material in Wolseley
World is with the named author of the material or by default the Wolseley Register. No
unauthorised reproduction, in part or in whole, is permitted without express permission.
Permission should be sought from the Editor in the first instance.

PRINTER: The Lavenham Press Ltd www.lavenhampress.co.uk @ 01787 247436
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Chairman’s Report Graham Ryder, Chairman [4746]

By the time you read this, the National Rally will almost be upon us.
I am looking forward to seeing many old friends and some new faces
over the weekend.

‘ n rhat a busy summer we are having with so many events to choose from!

At therecent online Management Team meeting, several matters were discussed
and ways to improve and update various processes are being investigated.
A ‘Local Group Newsletters’ section has been added under the Library webpage
where members can see what is/has been going on in their own and other areas.
Regional Secretaries/Representatives are encouraged to submit articles and
images to the Webmaster — covering future or recently attended local events.

Please support your Region by sending them any photos and feedback on local
activities. Our Facebook page also provides information to members and non-
members. Online articles can be published immediately and space is not limited.

The committee continues to seek support from members to work alongside them
to assist or consider ultimately leading various teams to ensure the Register
moves forward. I would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like more
information on any area where teamworking can spread the load. Many hands
make light work, as the saying goes!

Events still to look forward to in September are the Beaulieu AutoJumble and
a display of vehicles in Birmingham city centre, followed by the Classic Motor
Show at the NEC in November. After the National Rally, Jenny and I will be
attending events in Cornwall, the East Midlands and Scotland to catch up with
members in all those Regions. Enjoy your own outings wherever they take you.

Drive Wisely, Drive Wolseley!

VACANCIES

We are still seeking volunteers for CLUB COMMUNICATIONS / PRESS
OFFICER (to co-ordinate and monitor all advertising and articles to,

or by, the press) and TREASURER to shadow the current Treasurer in
handling the Register’s accounts with a view to take over his
responsibilities at the AGM in 2027. Please contact the Chairman to find
out more (& 0121 445 1872).




Letters and Emails

An exclusive birthday party
Jeffrey Bridges [0569]

was taken at Hole Park, Rolvenden, Kent — the occasion being the 100th

birthday party for their Rolls Royce. They invited owners of cars with
an interesting history to join them. There were just six cars including the
centenarian Rolls. One Chevrolet and our Wolseley were the only non Rolls
Royce cars, and of course the Six-Ninety attracted plenty of interest!

Iattach a photo of our Six-Ninety ‘UDG’ in somewhat exalted company. It

Something
borrowed,

something blue!
Charisse Richards [6504]

hen my cousin Char-
lotte got married in
July, my husband Ian

borrowed our friend Robert
Hogg’s [56817] powder blue
Wolseley 24/80 to drive her to the
ceremony.
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Two Wolseley engines
Jim Spence [8001]

ecently, I had the rare
Ropportunity to photograph

Wolseley engines of air and
road side-by-side at the WarAg
Revival, Westonzoyland Aviation
Museum in Somerset. You can
just see my 1969 Mk III Hornet
sneaking into the shot!

This  Wolseley-engined  biplane
became one of the most successful
fighters of WWI — Ed.

Your pictures

ndrea Wallis [7216] with her ames Field [56959] displayed his
1500 MKIII at Gillingham in Series II 18/80 at the Spilsby

Gear on 13 June. show, Lincolnshire on 12 July.

12



Wolseley Register SN

National Rally 1 5_ 1 6

ore than 70 entries have been received
‘ \ / I for this year’s National Rally including AUGUST
four members bringing cars over from

The Netherlands and a return visit by Australian
member, Bill Russell.

SUNDAY STATIC RALLY AT STATFOLD COUNTRY PARK
Statfold Country Park is approx. 5.5 miles
from Junction 11 of the M42 via the B5493
towards Tamworth (B79 0BU). There is much
to see and do all included in the admission:
Heritage Railway rides; educational working
railway museum; vintage Fairground
attraction (ride tickets sold separately);
outdoor park; mini golf; shop and café.

If rally entrants wish to wvisit Statfold on
the Thursday, Friday or Saturday, half
price admission can be booked online at
www.statfold.com or paid on the gate,
quoting the code: 50WOLSELEY26.

Rally packs have now been posted to advance entries for the National Rally
with the programme emailed to overseas entrants. This year’s souvenir slate
coaster features the 1936 Wolseley Series II 12/48, and this particular car will
be present at the Rally. The coasters will be able available for collection from
the Regalia stall at the static rally.

Please aim to arrive between 9:30am and 11am on the Sunday, and follow the
marshals’ directions to check in and park. This year’s souvenir slate coaster
features the 1936 Wolseley Series II 12/48 which will be present at the Rally.

IF YOU HAVE NOT PRE-BOOKED:

Pre-bookings closed on 1 August but members and non-members are still
welcome to turn up on the day. To save time at Rally Control, it would be
helpful to complete the paper form enclosed with the March/April magazine
or download a form from www.wolseleyregister.co.uk/2026-national-rally. The
£20 rally fee per vehicle covers the driver and all occupants, and can be made
on the day by cash or card.
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SATURDAY 15 AUGUST SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
Rally participants may wish to visit the National
Memorial Arboretum on Croxall Road, Alrewas DE13
7AR (approx. 12 miles from Appleby Park Hotel where
many entrants are staying, and 8 miles from Tamworth).
The NMA is free to enter but a parking fee of £8 per
car applies on the day. This can be pre-booked online
for £5 per car at www.maximcloud.co.uk/national
memorialarboretum/eventslist.

For the afternoon, we have arranged free parking for
classic cars near Tamworth Castle which is also in
walking distance of the town centre. All
classic cars are permitted to park on the
grassed area behind the Pay & Display
car park accessed from The Holloway
between 2pm and 4pm. The vehicles
will be supervised by Wolseley Register
marshals. Modern cars should use the Pay
& Display.

Other local attractions to visit over

the weekend include Donnington Park, Twycross Zoo and Drayton
Manor. Bosworth Battlefield — scene of the 1485 War of the Roses — is 10.5
miles from Appleby Park Hotel at Sutton Cheney, Nuneaton CV13 0AD.
Options there include booking a morning or afternoon guided walk from
£4 per senior adult on 15 August. Admission and parking charges also apply.

A total of 82 Rally Dinner bookings have been made for the Saturday
evening at Appleby Park Best Western Hotel, near Tamworth DE12 7AP.
Note: the hotel is completely cashless, so card payments will need to be made
on site for all charges including any meals/beverages purchased.

vy

For any queries, please email the
Events Team (X eventsteam@
wolseleyregister.co.uk) or call
Jenny and Graham Ryder
(& 0121 4451872/07790 729877).
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Rescuing BHU 679A from the brink

Richard Hodge [7642]

ollowing my first 1500 MKIII
Frefurbishment and subsequent sale
in 2024, I've been searching for a
real barn find or field find for two years.
Suddenly, a 1963 1500 MKIII — totally seized

and a non-runner — popped up in Leicester
and I just had to save it from the crusher.

Oh my gosh this one is technically dead,
but we are determined to rebuild this poor
Wolseley and bring it back to life for the next
generation of classic car enthusiasts to see how real cars were made back in the
day. We're taking the engine out and completely rebuilding it from scratch —
using original parts and refurbishing wherever possible.

I've already stripped the engine down and
refurbished the cylinder head. All of the other
engine parts have been thoroughly cleaned, bagged
and labelled — ready for storage. They may well be
stored for a year or more because my next job is to
dismantle the entire braking system. I will almost
certainly need to replace rather than refurbish
much of that. The car’s bodywork has been very
neglected to say the least — a project for 2027.

Sadly the only paperwork I have is the V5C and
I'm now working on gathering as much information
and history as possible. I've just completed a DVLA
V888 form to request any history they may hold
regarding the car’s whereabouts over the past 60-odd years, so I'm praying for
some good news in a few weeks time.

Dick Peters has already been a great help to me in tracing some registration
information and I'd like to thank him for his speedy email replies. Isn’t it a
great feeling, knowing we can bring our beloved cars back to life and ultimately,
back on the road where they belong. Happy motoring to you all and I'll be back
with the rebuild progress reports as the months go by.
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