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S
adly a few members reported 

that their copy of the previous 

magazine were missing some 

pages. Our printers have assured us 

that this is a very rare and unusual 

occurrence and are reviewing their 

processes. 

If you ever receive a mis-printed 

magazine or do not receive a copy 

at all, please do contact myself and 

the Membership Secretary so that 

we can investigate and arrange 

for a replacement copy to be sent if 

necessary. 

On a lighter note, I thoroughly 

enjoyed catching up with many 

of you at the National Rally and 

other events over the summer. I am 

looking forward to some more local 

events (including Brum Transport 

Festival and the Classic Car Show at 

the NEC) over the coming months.
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Chairman’s Report 
Graham Ryder, Chairman [4746]
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I
t has been a busy time since the last magazine 

went to print: the hard work put in by the National 

Rally Team ensured another enjoyable event.  

It was good to meet all those who attended. It has  

been sobering to read in the last magazine of members 

who have passed away – some well-known and others 

that had served the Register historically but were perhaps not so well-known.

“It has been brought into focus that our Spares Consultant,  

Bob Langston, is planning to step back from his committee roles. 

The Management Team is looking at other ways our Spares 

activities can be taken forward including working with other 

clubs that have recently changed the ways in which they operate.

“We are also still seeking volunteers for the Communications / 

Press Officer role and Treasurer role. Please contact me to find 

out more about how you can help the Register.” 

Since the National Rally, 

Jenny and I have been to 

check out the venue for 

the 2027 Rally – details of 

which are included in this 

magazine. We went on to 

meet up with members 

in Devon and Cornwall 

and enjoyed attending the 

Fowey Classic Car Show 

[pictured] on our wedding 

anniversary. 

We spent the Bank Holiday weekend with several other members at the  

Earls Barton Steam Rally in Northamptonshire, then last weekend we headed 

up to Scotland to meet more members at the Cumnock Heritage Centre.  

The eclectic collection includes two Wolseleys and an Albion coach which  

were restored by Register members.

As I keep saying, our cars are there to be used!
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21HP time traveller
Steve Grimes [7338]

L
ast year I wrote a couple 

of articles on the woes of a 

cracked block due to lack 

of antifreeze. I can report that 

WOL21 is now back on the road 

and its engine is like new. The  

car is 88 years old and its engine 

is now eight weeks old!  I’m hoping 

WOL 21 will easily be putting a 

smile on everybody’s face for a 

further 88 years.

Part of the history file supplied 

by Margaret Brindley was a 

letter written by the son of the 

original owner Sir Edward Cave 

of Sidbury Manor, Sidmouth.  

The letter describes the young 

Charles Cave (now Sir Charles) 

driving down the Exeter bypass 

at 70mph. That must have been 

quite a sight, and thanks to the 

wonders of AI, it’s possible 

(and quite easy) to create an 

image of that memory. And 

with a few simple instruct-

ions, I have transported the 

car to London – visiting the 

old Wolseley garage. 

On another note, members 

who own a 16HP, 21HP or 

25HP may be interested 

in adding some style to 

the interior of their car by 

purchasing a sheepskin over-

rug similar to those seen in Bentleys and Rolls Royces. 
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A few months ago, I travelled to Northampton and met Charles at EasiRiders 

Ltd to create a template for both the front and back of the car. Charles now has 

this template which could be used if any Super Six owner would like something 

similar. I think it transforms the car and there are a huge range of colours to 

choose from. Further information is available at www.easirider.com.

Walter – our 1947 Eight
Chris Chapman [8038]

I 
thought members might be 

interested in my recent acquisition. 

I bought Walter on 24 April this 

year and had it transported from North 

Norfolk to our home in Mid-Suffolk. 

The car was in pretty good condition, 

but there was a clonk from the rear  

axle, the engine lacked a bit of 

power, and the rear springs were 

clearly flat. Friends and relations 

loved it and always wanted to be 

filmed sitting in it. They particularly 

liked that it had four ashtrays 

but no seatbelts – different times!  

I gave the car a good check before a 

test drive around village. Definitely 

sluggish and that clonk was off-putting!

Naturally I joined the Register and 

soon contacted Spares Consultant  

Bob Langston, as the website showed  

an Eight rear axle and two rear  

springs in good condition in stock. Having found that Bob resided near  

Barrow-in-Furness, and he cautioned against using carriers, we decided 

to collect the items ourselves on our way home from a trip to Cumbria.  

On 10 July, Bob was there to meet us, and we loaded axle and springs in 

amongst our holiday luggage and Border Terrier! Thanks for your help, Bob.

Once back home and in between other jobs, I changed the axle and springs.  

I had planned to just swap over the crownwheel and pinion assembly 

from the axle but my car has a Morris Eight rear axle, not a Wolseley one.  

Being new to these cars, I had no idea they were different.



So, in the end I swapped the whole axle 

over and added the brake assemblies 

from the original. The axle is now  

clonk-free and the car is sitting level. 

I just did an engine compression 

check and found that No1 cylinder 

was low (100psi compared to 140 for  

the remainder). A job for the winter! 

We attended the nearby Helmingham 

Festival of Sports and Classic Cars in 

August. The car was well received, despite 

being nowhere near perfect. I’ll update you 

again when I may have the engine apart!
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Trip down memory lane 
Amy Egan [6547]

I 
recently had the pleasure of taking 

a local couple out for a spin in one  

of the 1500s belonging to my 

Dad (Graham Ryder). Mick and Sue 

were celebrating their 50th wedding 

anniversary and fondly remembered 

owning a grey 1500 when they first met. 

Their son asked us for help arranging this 

surprise. In lieu of payment, we suggested 

they made a donation to Birmingham 

Hospice in memory of Anders Clausager. 

The happy couple reminisced about driving 

around the countryside when the petrol 

was cheaper and the roads were smoother!  

We stopped at Coughton Court for photos,  

and their friends and family were gathered at 

a local country pub to see them arrive in style. 



T
he 2026 Wolseley Register National 

Rally was held over the weekend of 

15-16 August in the Tamworth area 

of Staffordshire during the latest heatwave 

of this long, hot summer. Being a central 

location, the rally attracted entries from 

all over the UK including Arnold Imrie and 

Philip Preen from Northern Ireland as well as  

allowing many local members the opportunity to 

attend from home. 

However, it became a truly international 

event with three cars being driven over by 

members from The Netherlands – regular 

stalwarts brothers John & Michiel Smits plus 

new member Rien Groeneweg – all with their 

wives. Additionally, overseas members Bill 

Russell and John & Fiona Anderson visited 

from Australia along with Stephen Allen from California!  

Wolseley Register National Rally 2026
Graham Ryder [4746] and Jenny Ryder [4747]
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Entrants began arriving 

at the Appleby Park 

Best Western Hotel from 

the Thursday. The staff 

were very helpful before 

and during the weekend 

in dealing with our 

requirements. 

Rally entrants were free to visit the many 

local attractions and some took advantage of 

the half price offer for Rally entrants to visit 

Statfold on Friday and Saturday. Others’ 

excursions included Drayton Manor, the  

Bosworth Battlefields and Tamworth Castle.

On Saturday, many entrants drove 12 miles 

from the hotel to the National Memorial 

Arboretum where more than 400 memorials  

have been thoughtfully constructed across 

the 150-acre tranquil site. In the afternoon, 

15 cars gathered opposite Tamworth Castle 

making a varied display for the public to enjoy 

and giving entrants a chance to relax and chat 

in the sunshine. This allowed for time to visit  

the castle or walk into the town centre. 

It was heartening to see a group of young 

people captivated by Guy Mackenzie’s 12/48 

which was celebrating its 90th birthday.  

Eighty diners enjoyed the three-course Rally 

Dinner at the hotel that evening.

On Sunday, 59 Wolseleys and five other marques formed a static display at 

Statfold Country Park. Unfortunately, three did not make the journey and 

had to be recovered back home, but in most cases the owners still managed to 

attend. All entrants received a slate rally coaster depicting Guy’s 12/48, and 

the rally fee allowed access to all of Statfold’s attractions. Exhibits ranged  

from the three 1927 Wolseley 11/22s belonging to Mick Mumford, Andy 

Plummer and Graham Deary through all the subsequent production years  

and models up to Steve Bateman’s 1975 2200 ‘Wedge’. 

Thanks to all who attended and to those who helped with marshalling, setting 

up and taking down the gazebos etc on Sunday.
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NORTH WEST 
REGION 
Colin Briggs [5005] & 

John Platt [0135]

A 
total of 18 

people in eight 

Wolseleys (and 

a Jaguar) recently 

took part in a 90-mile 

run through the Trough of Bowland. We enjoyed spectacular scenery over the 

moors towards Lancaster. 

Long, hot summers seem to be becoming the norm these days (even in the 

north!) and 16 July was no exception when a few of us ventured out to the RHS 

Bridgewater Garden in Worsley. We managed a line-up of six cars in a quiet 

area of the car-park, five Wolseleys and a Morgan, and none overheated! 

We enjoyed coffee 

and lunch together 

before enjoying the 

shop and garden 

centre while a 

few hardy souls 

headed off into the 

main garden in the 

fierce afternoon 

sunshine, though 

none endured that 

very long! This is becoming quite a popular annual event in our calendar – 

an informal gathering of good friends in 

convivial surroundings – but rather warm 

on this occasion!

On 5 September, six Wolseleys and two 

Jaguars were on our stand at the Lytham 

Hall show. The event was even better 

than last year, and nearly dry all day too!

We are now taking bookings for our 

Christmas meal on Saturday 5 

December – returning to the Cross 

Keys Inn at Whitechapel, Preston.  

Please contact Colin for details.


